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Students 
left rapt 
by 'simple 
science' 

Pupils at Peterston-super-Ely 
Church-in-Wales Primary 
School were recently treated 
to a ‘science made simple’ 
day - and as you can see 
from these pictures by Ian 
Dixon, they certainly 
were captivated! 

See more pictures and a 
full report on page 25. 



‘MORE SUITABLE SITES REJECTED BY THE VALE OF GLAMORGAN COUNCIL’ 


Llangan protest group wants the 
travellers’ site dropped from LDP 


RESIDENTS in 
Llangan are using 
the Local 

Development Plan 
(LDP) consultation 
period to focus their 
opposition to the 


inclusion of a trav¬ 
ellers’ site in the vil¬ 
lage. 

There is already one 
family living there, in a 
site that is currently ille¬ 
gal. The protest group, 
Llangan Action, has told 


Awatxl Winning Restaurant 
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NEARLY ^ 
BIRD SPECIALS 
3 Course Meal only 
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Offer includes FREE glass of house 
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SUNDAY BUFFET 

Service from 12 noon - 11 pm weekly, 
only £ 7 . 95 , Children £ 4.95 
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Children under 6 EAT FREE 
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The GEM that there is no 
issue with the family that 
is using that site. 

However, there is 
fierce opposition to an 
official, bigger site, 
which has 21 ‘units’. 
Spokesman Richard 
Mann said that there 
were so many grounds 
for objection to its inclu¬ 
sion in the LDP, not least 
that the Vale Council had 
rejected more sustainable 
sites, and had chosen 
Llangan instead. 

He said: “There is an 
onus on the Vale Council 
to consult with its strate¬ 
gic partners before deliv¬ 
ering gypsy and trav¬ 
ellers’ sites, and no con¬ 
sultation has taken place. 
This has been confirmed 
to us by the emergency 


services and by the local 
primary school.” 

Objectors also believe 
the site is not suitable as 
it is ‘rural’ and ‘unsus¬ 
tainable’ - because there 
are no local services 
(shops, transport or 
health). 

Richard Mann said: 
“The site allocation does 
not take into account the 
scale of the resident com¬ 
munity. 

“Llangan has a popu¬ 
lation of less than 100, 
with 35 homes, and the 
travellers’ site will 
almost double the size of 
the hamlet.” 

The villagers have a 
number of concerns 
about the site itself, and 
they argue that it is too 
small for 21 units to fit 


in. They argue that 
squeezing that many 
units onto the site would 
restrict the movement of 
any emergency vehicles 
that might be called. 

Richard Mann said: 
“This proposal suggests a 
mix of permanent and 
transient units, and this is 
not an approach that is 
favoured by the gypsy 
and traveller community 
themselves.” 

The action group also 
argues that the site is well 
away from employment 
areas, with poor transport 
links (the nearest bus 
stop is 800 metres away). 

Although a school is 
near, the group argues 
that it is full to capacity. 

Mr Mann argues that 
the council is using infor- 


FRE^eal 
on us! 

(Subjea to terms and 
conditions. Offer applies to 
prebooked parties 


70 Eastgate, Cowbridge 
01446 771682/774590 

NOW OPEN: Mon-Sat 12 noon-130pm; 
Sunday Buffet 12 noon - 11 pm; 

Open 7 days a week 5.30-11.30pm 
including Bank Holidays 
'**** Food Hygiene - Scores on the doors ^ 


li\i ilia) k n. pei 


WEST FARM 

VETERINARY CLINICS LTD 

Mr Stefano Susanna dvm, mrcvs 
Mrs Sonia Susanna dvm, mrcvs 




Special Offer: 

Your kitten or puppy 

vaccinated, flea 
treated, wormed 
and identichipped all for only £51.06 

MARCH OFFERS 

10% OFF Neutering 
10% OFF Dental Treatments 

Please check your pets vaccine card 
for their booster due dates. 


North Road, 
Cowbridge 
01446 774016 


Poundfield, 
Llantwit Major 
01446 794972 


mation selectively to 
make a case for the trav¬ 
ellers site. He said that in 
the site assessment, 
Fferm Goch is listed as 
the local settlement, 
when it should be 
Llangan. 

Furthermore, he 
argues that Fferm Goch 
has been treated as an 
area where there are 
employment opportuni¬ 
ties, on the basis of four 
light industrial buildings. 

He said: “Traders in 
those units have told me 
that they have made their 
own enquiries and agree 
that this site is against 
Welsh Government 
guidelines. They are con¬ 
cerned because those 
guidelines say that the 
mixing of permanent and 
transient travellers has a 
history of causing anti¬ 
social behaviour 

Another member of 
the action group, Dave 
Hammond, said: “We 
have been out knocking 
on doors in local villages 
such as Craig Penllyne 
and Treoes, and we 
already have more than 
200 signatures on a peti¬ 
tion.” 

Richard Mann added: 
“Llangan Action is not a 
group that seeks to dis¬ 
criminate against the 


Langan Action Group 
has a website, www.llan 
ganaction.com, and can 
be contacted by e-mail at 
llanganaction@ gmail. co 
m 

PHILIP 

IRWIN 



British 
Summer Time 
(BST) Starts 
at 2am this 
Sunday. 


travelling community, 
and our objections are 
based on the nonsense of 
the scale of the site, its 
location, and the fact that 
the gypsy and travelling 
community do not want 
to be isolated or discrim¬ 
inated against”. 


Delicious home cooked food at... 


X Eglwys Brewis Road \ 
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01446 794 449 

or 07540 952254 

Hygiene 

Familiar faces at the helm... 
Dave Coleman and June extend a very 
warm welcome and are delighted to be 
reintroducing freshly prepared food. 


Tuesday Night 

Curry and Pint £5.50 
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Family Dining Specials 
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Excellent FUNCTION facilities 
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Scrap homes plan 
on livestock market 


C OWBRIDGE 
is desperately 
short of 

parking at peak 
times on weekdays 
and at weekends, 
let alone when there 
are special events 
taking place (eg the 
food festival). 

The arrival of 
Waitrose is expected to 
generate an increase of 
trade in Cowbridge as 
shoppers from 
Cowbridge and the sur¬ 
rounding villages elect 
to shop in the town 
instead of Bridgend or 
Culverhouse. 

And yet, in the new 
Local Development 
Plan, it is proposed to 
build houses on the live¬ 
stock market site; there¬ 
by reducing Cowbridge 
parking capacity by 
about 100 spaces net. 

Cowbridge has a 
thriving local economy 
based on a healthy mix 
of local trade and “desti¬ 
nation shopping”. 

The latter category 
supports the ladies fash¬ 
ion outlets and, by 


extension, the hair dress¬ 
ing salons, gift shops, 
cafes and restaurants. 

These shoppers come 
to Cowbridge to enjoy 
the charm of the place 
with no hassle. Their 
trips are discretionary; if 
they cannot park, they 
will not come. 

Vale Council planners 
should take a look round 
the high streets of the 
UK. The general blight 
and dereliction is largely 
due to ill judged plan¬ 
ning decisions: 

Do we want our 
traders to thrive? 

Do we want continu¬ 
ing investment and 
employment in 
Cowbridge? 

Does the Vale Council 
want to generate increas¬ 
ing business property tax 
revenue in future? 

If yes, then scrap the 
housing on the livestock 
market site, and let’s 
have adequate parking; 
2,700 signatories asked 
for this by petition in 
2006 and the Vale 
Council seems to be 
ignoring their wishes. 
Steven A Thomas 
Cowbridge 


Fracking inquiry: 

‘Dwr Cymru is 
the wrong target’ 


D wr CYMRU 

are quite jus¬ 
tified in say¬ 
ing their current 
water supplies are 
hardly touched hy 
the proposed frack¬ 
ing (GEM, March 
8), as their only 
local source is the 
Schwyll aquifer 
with springs near 
Ewenny that used to 
supply Bridgend. 

It’s the Vale Council 
that is responsible for 
the individual water 
sources, including those 
used for agriculture. 
Instead of relying on 
Dwr Cymru, they should 
be getting together a 
case, including expert 
evidence, that these may 
be at risk. 

The council should 
argue that the relatively 
shallow strata for frack¬ 
ing - in this case only 
650 metres, not the nor¬ 
mal 2,000 metres - are 
more likely to pollute 
groundwater, as has been 
found in the USA. 

It’s also the 
Environment Agency 
Wales (EAW) that is 
responsible for the 
groundwater directive. 


which covers all 
aquifers, not just those 
currently drawn on for 
drinking water. Eriends 
of the Earth established 
their responsibility at the 
Aberthaw quarry 
inquiry, when the EAW 
proposed to ignore the 
minor aquifer under the 
site. 

The EAW’s John 
Harrison told the council 
seminar that the EAW 
would consider aquifer 
pollution only when an 
application to extract gas 
was made. But they 
should argue that 
exploratory drilling is an 
integral part of fracking 
and that in the absence 
of other information 
fracking in shallow stra¬ 
ta must be presumed to 
pollute local aquifers, 
which are given absolute 
protection under the 
groundwater directive. 

So let’s not criticise 
and pressurise Dwr 
Cymru, but the Vale 
Council and EAW. They 
both have to prepare full 
cases and may now need 
to ask the Planning 
Inspectorate for extra 
time to do so. 

Max Wallis, 

Barry and Vale Friends 
of the Earth 


W JAMES & SONS 
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Independent family business with 
24 hours personal service covering 
Barry and the Vale of Glamorgan 
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The privileges I would 
like Wales to have, too’ 


I ’D like to respond to Mr Gerald 
Smith’s letter regarding my recent 
column in The GEM which focused 
on the Local Development Plan. 

The purpose of my article was to highlight the 
issue of new housing development plans being 
potentially forced on communities across the Vale, 
as part of the Deposit Plan that the Vale of 
Glamorgan Council has published, currently under 
public consultation. 

I was keen to point out that the Welsh 
Government has restricted all local authorities and 
has set the Vale targets and processes on how they 
should determine the planning guidelines that will 
affect its residents and businesses for the next 15 
years. 

The point I was making is that the Localism Act 
in England means that the demand for new housing 
or commercial development within their environ¬ 
ments comes from the communities themselves, 
which can benefit them financially, too. These are 
the ‘privileges’ that I’d like to see for communities 
in Wales. 

Mr Smith has rather confused the issue I referred 
to when I said that ‘the Localism Act puts the deci¬ 
sion-making in the hands of the community’. 

Unfortunately, the Welsh Government chose not 
to follow this policy and to establish the LDP 
process instead. I hope that over time we will be 
allowed the same privilege as communities in 
England. 

As Mr Smith correctly refers to, the health serv¬ 
ice in Wales is a devolved matter, with the Welsh 
Government responsible for its budget and manage¬ 
ment. The Localism Act does not include the 
health service, its budget or management for any 
part of the UK. 

I would note, however, that I do have concerns 
regarding the state of our NHS in Wales. In 
England, the Coalition Government is protecting 
NHS spending, and safeguarding its future through 
modernisation. 

But here, Welsh Government is cutting the NHS 
budget by £440 million. I am concerned that wait¬ 
ing times are higher in Wales, too. 

The number of patients waiting to start treatment 
in Wales rose by 17 per cent over the year 
(StatsWales, correct as at Eebruary 22, 2012). 

The number of patients waiting longer than 36 


Falklands legacy ‘sad 


HIS spring 
marks the 
30th anniver¬ 
sary of the 
Falklands War - in 
1982. The battle to 
recapture the 
Falkland Islands 
cost 255 British 
lives. 

It is a conflict that 
remains in the minds of 
the soldiers, sailors and 
airmen who were 
involved. All remember 
their comrades who did¬ 
n’t return, but for some 
the memories have 
become too painful. 

It is a tragic fact that 
more Ealklands’ veterans 
have taken their own 
lives since the war than 
died during the conflict 
itself. 

As we remember the 
bravery of all those who 
fought in the Ealklands, 
we should also remem¬ 
ber that the scars of war 
can be both physical and 
mental and often remain 
long after a conflict is 


over. 

Even the daily pres¬ 
sures of life in our 
Eorces can bring addi¬ 
tional stresses and prob¬ 
lems for individuals and 
their families. 

Last year alone, the 
mid Glamorgan branch 
of the military charity 
SSAEA (Soldiers, 

Sailors, Airmen and 
Eamilies Association) 
Eorces Help assisted 
174 members of the 
Eorces community in the 
area, including veterans 
of all ages. 

We are here for them 
and their dependants, 
whether their problems 
have been caused by the 
conflict or not. 

If you or someone 
you know have ever 
served in the Royal 
Navy, British Army or 
Royal Air Eorce, SSAEA 
Eorces Help mid 
Glamorgan branch is 
here to provide practical, 
emotional or financial 
support. 

Dave Davies, 

SSAFA Forces Help 



weeks for treatment has doubled in a year to 7,699. 
The figures are much better in England and 
Scotland. 

Eurthermore, research shows that cancer patients 
in England are five times more likely to get cancer 
drugs than patients in Wales. Some hospital infec¬ 
tion rates are now twice as high in Wales as in 
England. 

I urge the Welsh Government to increase invest¬ 
ment in the NHS in Wales and not continue to 
make cuts. It’s vital for the NHS across the UK as a 
whole to modernise - and I certainly do not want to 
see people in the Vale and across Wales suffer due 
to lack of investment and reform. 

Alun Cairns, MP for the Vale of Glamorgan. 

BUILDING ON 
GREEN SITES 


I HAVE been read¬ 
ing with interest 
letters in The 
GEM showing strong 
opposition from resi¬ 
dents of the Highlight 
Park area and local 
Councillors/Assembly 
members to the devel¬ 
opment of part of 
Brynhill golf course 
for housing. 

I believe the number 
of houses to be around 
180. I wonder if the 
objectors are aware of 
the Vale of Glamorgan 
draft Development Plan 
proposal to build 500 
new houses in the same 
vicinity - just a few 
metres down the road to 
the west of Highlight 
Park? 

A further 200 houses 
are proposed a short dis¬ 
tance away, on land 
south of Port Road, next 
to Cwm Giddy. 


These developments 
will also be on green 
field sites, one of which 
contains important 
woodlands. They are 
also outside the recog¬ 
nised boundaries of 
Barry. 

With additional pro¬ 
posals for large-scale 
housing developments at 
Rhoose, St Athan and 
Llantwit Major, not to 
mention the 2,000 hous¬ 
es at the Waterfront, 
there will be potentially 
thousands more cars 
using the already con¬ 
gested Port Road. 

The draft plan is 
available to view on the 
council’s website and at 
the Dock Offices in 
Barry. Any 

comments/objections to 
the plan need to be made 
by April 2. 

(Name and address sup¬ 
plied) 


India aid could more 
than fund Remploy 


T he news that 
seven 

Remploy fac¬ 
tories in Wales are 
to close with the 
loss of 272 jobs for 
disabled people is 
devastating. 

The UK 

Government’s comment 
that the factories are not 
financially viable, shows 
that this decision to 
close the factories being 
taken only days after the 
Welfare Bill is passed, 
which attacks the dis¬ 
abled financially, shows 
that the UK Government 
have no intention of giv¬ 
ing help to the most vul¬ 
nerable in society. 

This UK Government 
has also rejected a 
request to devolve 
responsibility for 
Remploy to the Welsh 
Government. Eor the UK 
Government spokesper¬ 
son to say the disabled 


who lose their jobs will 
be found work alongside 
the able-bodied is an 
insult. Having taken UK 
unemployment to its 
highest level for 17 
years, where are these 
jobs? 

Perhaps our MP can 
write in his Vale MP’s 
viewpoint and explain 
why his Government 
thinks that spending 
money to give disabled 
people dignity and pur¬ 
pose, and to keep them 
off benefit, is a waste of 
money? 

The money to keep 
these people in jobs is 
available - stop giving 
millions in aid to India, 
who have their own 
space programme and 
can afford to spend mil¬ 
lions buying Trench jets 
for their air force. 

Answers, please, Mr 
Cairns. 

Gerald Smith, 

Llantwit Major 


SUPPORT FOR 

FUNDING BID 


W E write in 
response 
to the let¬ 
ter in The GEM by 
Ann Moore regard¬ 
ing the Dock Link 
Road. 

We are disappointed 
that she is seeking to ‘do 
down’ the Conservative 
Vale administration’s bid 
for funding for an 
important road safety 
scheme for Barry. 

Recently, Coun 
Jeffrey James announced 
that a bid for funding to 
the tune of £600,000 had 
been supported by 
SEWTA (South East 
Wales Transport 
Alliance). The proposed 
traffic light junction will 
resolve a long standing 
black spot on the Barry 
Dock Link Road. 

Anne Moore is clearly 
behind the time with 


regard to this issue, 
because she states that 
‘nothing had been 
finalised by the current 
Conservative council’. 
This is clearly untrue, 
SEWTA supports the 
bid. The council is now 
waiting for the Local 
Government Minister in 
the Welsh Assembly 
Government to sign it 
off. 

We recognise the 
importance of this proj¬ 
ect and congratulate the 
Conservative administra¬ 
tion for its commitment 
to the scheme, which we 
are sure the Labour 
Welsh Government can¬ 
not reject! 

Gillian Bruce, Lewis 
Davies and Leighton 
Rowlands, 

Conservative candidates 
for Cadoc ward. 


'Treat teens 
with respect’ 


T eenagers 

in gangs can 
appear intim¬ 
idating; however, it 
is important not to 
judge a book by its 
cover. 

I have a new baby and 
teenagers are always 
helping me with my 
pram on the train and 
allowing me to go to the 
front of the queue. 

I was in St David’s 2 
shopping centre and a 
teenage boy was holding 
the door for all the shop¬ 
pers and no-one thanked 
him except me. 

His peers mocked him 
and he replied: “My 


mother brought me up to 
be a gentleman.” 

I have never been 
refused help from a 
teenager when I’ve 
asked. 

I believe it is impor¬ 
tant to treat teenagers 
with respect and allow 
them the same rights as 
all other groups in socie¬ 
ty- 

I have read about 
solutions to stop 
teenagers from congre¬ 
gating. 

If we did this to radi¬ 
cal religious groups, 
there would be uproar. 

Jane Harding, 

Barry. 


Clamp down on fouling 

A fter dodging three fresh piles on 
the way to school at Dinas Powys 
(one of them right by the school 
crossing patrol where all the children cross 
the road) I was delighted to hear that the 
Vale Council plan on contracting out the 
task of catching dog foulers and ticketing 
them. 

I hope they use the same contractors that 
used to clamp cars before it was made ille- 


At least this way some people would 
actually be penalised and stop allowing it to 
happen. 

(Name and address supplied) 


high TIDE TIMES 

(UNTIL MARCH 29) 

The high tides listed in this week’s GEM are 
those in Porthcawl. It should be remembered 
that along the coast, high tide times will vary. 
For instance, in Barry, the high point 
will be 20 - 25 minutes later. 


DATE 

Time 

Ht 

Time 

Ht 


AM 

M 

PM 

M 

22 Thur 

06.15 

9.6 

18.33 

9.6 

23 Fri 

06.51 

9.7 

19.08 

9.6 

24 Sat 

07.22 

9.7 

19.38 

9.5 

25 Sun 

08.43 

9.5 

20.58 

9.4 

26 Mon 

09.25 

9.3 

21.35 

9.2 

27 Tues 

09.58 

8.9 

22.07 

8.8 

28 Wed 

10.21 

8.7 

22.36 

8.6 

29 Thur 

11.01 

8.2 

23.14 

8.0 


While The GEM makes every effort to check the 
accuracy of tide tables, we recommend that anyone 
putting out to sea, or walking in an area where they 
could be cut off, should always check with a tide table 
specific to their location. 
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Pendoylan school 
celebrate eisteddfod 



PENDOYLAN Church in Wales Primary 
School celebrated its annual eisteddfod 
recently, when pupils entered a number of 
home and school-based competitions such 
as writing a poem of Wales, which saw the 
best entrant chaired as the ‘Bard’. 

This year, Emmanuelle Davies won the honour 
with her entry ‘Where Is My Love?’, she was pre¬ 
sented with her chair during a flower dance ceremo¬ 
ny. (Her winning entry can be read below). 

Other competitions taking place included creating 
junk models, wooden spoon characters, collages, 
paintings, and stories. 

On the day, each class performed a traditional 
Welsh dance and the pupils competed in Welsh 
singing and recital competitions. 

All the points awarded to the entrants go towards 
their ‘house’, and the winning house captains are 
presented with a shield at the end of the eisteddfod. 

This year. Yellow (or Dewi) House won, and the 
captains Laura Annetts and Andrew Davies collected 
the shield. 

‘WHERE IS MY LOVE?’ 
by Emmanuelle Davies 

My love’s in the overwhelming mountains, 

Watching over the roaring sea. 

My love’s in the crystal clear fountains, 

Gushing life into every tree. 

Where is my love? 

My love is in Wales. 

My love’s in the sturdy dragon bold. 

Guarding the impenetrable castle. 

My love’s in the daffodils gold. 

Swaying to the chiming church bells. 

Where is my love? 

My love is in Wales. 

My love’s in the cotton ball sheep. 

Grazing peacefully on the fields of hay. 

My love ’5 in the slumbering cows as they sleep. 
Living side by side each day. 

Where is my love? 

My love is in Wales. 

My love’s in the golden stretches of sand. 

Bordering the ferocious waves. 

My love’s in this glorious land. 

And in every man that despairs, she saves. 

Where is my love? 

My love is in Wales. 

My love ’5 in cloudy black mines. 

Perched on the edges of hills. 

My love ’5 in the landscape so fine. 

Which is so beautiful it gives me chills. 

Where is my love? 

My love is in Wales. 


COWBRIDGE ART SOCIETY 
ANNUAL TROPHY AWARD 

ON March 29, Cowbridge Art Society will hold 
its annual Keith James trophy evening when 
members will bring along their work on the sub¬ 
ject ‘My Favourite Place’, the winner to be 
announced that night. Critique will be given by 
Cardiff artist and previous head of art/design at 
Howell’s School, GDST, Cardiff, Robert 
McPartland. 

The society meets at the Old Hall, High Street, 
Cowbridge (7pm-9pm) and visitors are wel¬ 
come. See www.thecowbridgeartsociety.com 


a 

i 


Would you like an honest, reliable, 
affordable, police checked 

CLEANER for your home! 

Typically £10.50 per hour Inc. 

• Daily, weekly, etc. 

• Insurance provided. 

• All domestic cleaning undertaken, 


TIME FOR YOU 


DOMESTIC CLEANING 
01656 349296 bridgend@timeforyou.co.uk 
01443 625019 Miskin, Nr Cowbridge 


www.timeforyou.co.uk 




Probus events 
in Cowbridge 


PROBUS is a 
worldwide social 
meeting club for 
retired professional 
and businessmen. 

Pontfaen Probus Club 
meets at the Bear Hotel, 
Cowbridge on the third 
Tuesday of each month 
for coffee at 10.15am, 
followed by an hour- 
long talk by a guest 
speaker. 

We would welcome 
anybody who is interest¬ 
ed to attend a meeting. 

Our supper club 


meets at a different 
pub/restaurant in the 
area on the last 
Thursday of each 
month, and a walking 
club meets regularly on 
Thursday mornings. 

Lurther details can be 
obtained from John 
Lowe on 01446 774932. 

Upcoming events are: 
April 17; Alan Abrams 
gives a talk on 
‘Dangerous Mountain’. 
May 15; Terry 
Dunsworth gives a talk 
on ‘Knights Templar’. 

JL 


Reading Room 
is set for AGM 

BONVILSTON Reading Room AGM will 
be held on Wednesday, March 28 starting 
at 7pm in the Reading Room, for a review 
of 2011, the presentation of the accounts, 
and the election of the committee. 

The meeting will be followed by a short talk given 
by three pupils from Cowbridge Comprehensive 
School - Alice Lisher, Dan Williams and Llo Booth 
- on the work of the Goedgedacht Trust in South 
Africa in helping disadvantaged children. 

Cowbridge Comprehensive School has had an 
association with the Trust for many years. There will 
also be a short update on the Village History project. 
Everyone is welcome. 



‘Fringe events’ 
planned during 
the book festival 


THE organisers of 
Cowbridge Book Festival 
say they are “delighted” 
with the response of local 
businesses to the fact that it 
is returning again this year. 

Stella Cheeseman told The 
GEM: “Throughout last year’s 
Cowbridge Book Eestival, many 
authors, publishers and visitors to 
Cowbridge commented on the 
warm welcome they received and 
the community spirit of the town. 

“We are delighted local busi¬ 
nesses and associations are keen 
to support the event this year. 

“As a result of this interest, 
there will be several ‘fringe 
events’ during the run-up to, and 
including, the week of the festi¬ 
val.” 

CADS will be presenting ‘The 


Squire of Gadshill’, a one-man 
show performed by Lloyd Lee 
,who is returning to Cowbridge 
from his triumphant tour as 
Charles Dickens in the author’s 
bicentennial year. 

The play will be staged in the 
Market Theatre on Saturday, May 
12 . 

Jo Carnegie, described as the 
new Jilly Cooper, makes a return 
visit to the festival, on May 17, to 
talk about her latest saucy novel 
Horse Play. This ‘girls’ night out’ 
will be hosted by The Quarter 
Penny Cafe and tickets will 
include a glass of wine, nibbles 
and a mini beauty treatment. 

The Chamber of Trade is plan¬ 
ning a prizewinning ‘guess the 
book’ competition, which will 
lead competitors on a trail around 
the shop windows in town. 


On Lriday, May 4, Brian James 
and Deborah Lisher, of the 
Cowbridge Record Society, will 
give a talk ‘Echoes of Old 
Cowbridge’ and Dick Tonkin of 
the Historical Society will give 
guided walks around the town, 
pointing out various landmarks 
and points of interest. Debbie at 
the HUB is holding a book swap 
on May 15 at the Old Hall. 

Proceeds from the festival will 
go to charity. 

There’s only one week left to 
deliver your inspired creative 
writing to the Old Hall as the 
April 1 deadline is fast approach¬ 
ing! Details are available on the 
festival website at www.cow- 
bridgebookfestival. co. uk. 


^St Nicholas is under siege 
from planners^ claims the 
chair of community council 


ST NICHOLAS 
Church Hall was 
packed on Monday 
evening, March 19, 
as local residents 
debated a proposal 
to develop a nearby 
site. 

The location in ques¬ 
tion is a greenfield site 
north of the A48 east of 
Ger y llan. 

Coun Roy Burston, 
the chairman of St 
Nicholas and Bonvilston 
Community Council, 
told The GEM: “The 
proposed 50 dwellings 
would increase the 
existing village by 35 
per cent, double the 
number north of the 


A hotly contested 
Eisteddfod ‘Y 
Mochyn Du’ in 
Sophia Gardens, 
Cardiff, on March 
8, saw local male 
voice choir ‘Cor 
Meibion Y 
Machlud’ compet¬ 
ing against a field 
of top class choirs. 

The Cowbridge choir, 
based in Ystradowen, 
did not manage to 
achieve top spot, which 
went to ‘Cordydd’, who 
sang at the Millennium 
Stadium before the Italy 
V Wales game two days 
later. 

The excellent musical 
evening was adjudicated 
by Alwyn Humphries, 
whose humorous and 
perceptive comments 
were greatly appreciated 
by the capacity audi¬ 
ence. 

Although only win¬ 
ning a consolation 
award. Cor Meibion Y 
Machlud’s conductor 
Eric Dafydd felt the 
choir’s performance 
was a valuable prepara¬ 
tion for its entry for this 
year’s National 
Eisteddfod to be held at 


A48 and increase the 
population by 40 to 50 
per cent. 

“There would be an 
increase in traffic levels 
by more than 100 cars, 
and it would lead to 
service vehicles access¬ 
ing the A48 by way of a 
new configuration at a 
point just short of the 
present 30 mph restric¬ 
tion.” 

The Vale is currently 
in a six week consulta¬ 
tion period over the 
local development plan 
(LDP) with local com¬ 
munities finding out the 
possible developments 
on their doorsteps. 

Coun Burston and fel¬ 
low local resident Tim 


Llandow in August. 

Before this event it is 
also hoped that the 
choir will once again 
take part in the 
Eisteddfod in Cardigan 
where it has regularly 
competed over the last 
few years. 

The next opportunity 
to hear the choir per¬ 
forming will be at the 
Gymanfa Ganu to be 
held in Treos on Sunday 
March 25 at 6.30pm. 

This event will be 
conducted by Iwan Guy 
and has been organised 
by the local committee 
to raise funds towards 
the National Eisteddfod. 

The following month, 
the choir will be singing 
at Wenvoe on the April 
27. 

With regular prac¬ 
tices held every 
Monday evening at 8pm 
in Ystradowen 
Community Hall, there 
has been a steady influx 
of new members over 
the past few months. 

The choir warmly 
welcomes additions to 
its membership. 

RICHARD 

KENNARD 


Knowles made presenta¬ 
tions to those attending 
the meeting. 

Coun Burston said: 
“Residents expressed 
their views in a calm 
and dignified manner, 
leaving no doubt as to 
their total objection to 
the draft local LDP pro¬ 
posal. 

“It was the unani¬ 
mous decision of the 
meeting that the devel¬ 
opment was unjustified, 
unnecessary, unsustain¬ 
able and unwanted. 


TRANSITION 
Cowbridge is creat¬ 
ing an edible land¬ 
scape plot behind 
the nursery in the 
Old Hall grounds, 
and volunteers are 
welcome to join the 
‘Growing Day’ on 
Sunday, March 25 
from 10.30 am. 

A spokeswoman said: 
“This time, we will 


“St Nicholas is once 
again under siege from 
planners and vested 
interests, but residents 
made it perfectly clear 
that they would have a 
fight on their hands and 
that local voices will be 
heard loud and clear.” 

Residents at the 
meeting were encour¬ 
aged to make sure their 
responses to the LDP 
were received by the 
Vale Council before the 
deadline expires on 
Monday, April 2 at 5pm. 


weave some willow 
fences, put up labels for 
existing plants, weed, 
plant some more plants 
and propagate seeds. 

“There will be no dig¬ 
ging, and refreshments 
will be provided. It is a 
suitable activity for chil¬ 
dren. Eor further details, 
telephone Rob or 
Michaela on 07712 
196150.” 


Search for owner of 
key found on footpath 

A door key has been found on the footpath 
across the three fields between Llanblethian and 
Cowbridge last Friday evening (March 16). 

The finder told The GEM: “It looks like a 
front door key, and was found at around 
6.15pm.” 

The owner of the key should contact vof- 
gant@gmail.com 


Your local quality care home 


Milsom House 

Residential & Nursing Home 

• St Athan • 

Manager Gillian Allison 

Telephone 01446 750166 

I www.milsomhouse.co.uk 


Choir limbers up 
for the Eisteddfod 


‘Look after our 
edible garden’ 
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Celebration dinner for 


Cowbridge Monday Club 




ly every second 
Monday of the month. 
We have several inter¬ 
esting visits planned for 
the summer, including 
our mystery coach trip 
in June. 

We would like to 
thank Mr Mike Wilcock 
(and his wife) for join¬ 
ing us and taking pho¬ 
tos, which will go in our 
photo album. 

Anyone over the age 
of 16 (with learning dif¬ 
ficulties) is very wel¬ 
come to join us. For 
further information, 
contact Betty Alden, 
president, on 01446 
773373 or Ann Roach, 
secretary on 01446 
781309. AR 


Charity opera evening 

ENJOY an opera evening of Puccini and Prosecco with artists 
from Welsh National Opera at The Bear Hotel in Cowbridge on 
Monday, June 25 at 7pm. 

Tickets £29 to include a glass of prosecco on arrival and an Italian- 
themed dinner. 

For tickets, contact Sharon Owen on 02920 382408, or email 
owensh@bhf.or.uk. Proceeds in aid of British Heart Foundation Cymru. 


AROUND 50 
guests, members, 
parents, carers, 
friends and volun¬ 
teers met in the St 
Quentins Suite of 
the Bear Hotel to 
celebrate the 34th 
annual dinner of 
the Cowbridge 
(Gateway) Monday 
Club. 

The Mayor and 
Mayoress of Cowbridge 
with Llanblethian, Coun 
Andy Banks and Mrs 
Gill Banks, Mr and Mrs 
Jeff Jones (Rotary), Mr 
John Wordley and Mr 
Daz Williams (Llantwit 
Major and Cowbridge 
Lions), Rev Heather 
Weddel (United Free 
Church) and Mr and 
Mrs Robert Payne 
(Emerald Lodge) were 
among our special 
guests. 

Chairperson for the 
evening was the lovely 
Miss Michelle Roderick 
(ably assisted by Mr 
John Wordley) and 
thanks were expressed 
to the various organisa¬ 
tions who had assisted 
financially over the past 
year, including the Vale 


Council, Cowbridge 
United Charities, 
Yorkshire Building 
Society, The Hub - 
Cowbridge, United Free 
Church, Emerald 
Lodge, Cowbridge 
Rotary Club, Llantwit 
Major and Cowbridge 
Lions, Provincial Grand 
Chapter and Cowbridge 
with Llanblethian Town 


Council. The happy 
evening was concluded 
by a sing-song, led by 
our good friends of Half 
Tidy, which was thor¬ 
oughly enjoyed - espe¬ 
cially by our members. 

Thanks to the finan¬ 
cial support given by 
the above, our members 
are able to enjoy a var¬ 
ied programme, normal- 


Local man’s plan to 
cycle up Snowdon 


REPORT by PHILIP IRWIN | 

A LLANTWIT MAJOR man is tackling a 
tough charity challenge later this month - 
by riding his mountain bike up Mount 
Snowdon to raise money for LATCH. 

The children's cancer charity will benefit from the 
sponsored ride, and all his sponsors can be assured 
that for Liam Stone, it will be no easy ride when he 
tackles it on March 31. 

Liam told The GEM: “I have had family mem¬ 
bers who have been affected by cancer, but what has 
particularly inspired me to take this on is the experi¬ 
ence of some friends, whose young daughter con¬ 
tracted a rare form of eye cancer. 

“LATCH is a fantastic charity and the people 
there were wonderful for my friends, so I really 
would like to do something for them.” 

Liam has lived in Llantwit Major for five years, 
and is originally from Cardiff. 

His planned ascent is via the Llanberis Pass, and 
should take four hours of hard pedalling up steep 
hills. The descent is no easy matter either, and Liam 
explained: “We go down the ‘Rangers’ Path’, which 
is well known in mountain biking circles as a black 
run. 

“It is a real scary ride, where you have to make 
sure that you miss the boulders!” 

He added that March 31 was the last day that bik¬ 
ers could use this descent, because from April 1, the 
number of walkers tackling Snowdon means that 
mountain bikes are not allowed. 

Liam said: “I did quite a bit of mountain biking 
10 years ago, and started again recently. I have been 
training on the Afan Argoed bike trail, doing a 20km 
loop, and also heading for the gym to work hard on 
the exercise bike. 

“Snowdon will be much tougher. You can find a 
500-metre ascent at Afan, but Snowdon is 1,000 
metres.” 

Liam has three children, and two are at 
Eagleswell Primary School, which has been very 
supportive and has made sponsorship forms avail¬ 
able. Forms can also be picked up at the newsagents 
in Crawshay Drive. 



He added: “People can also sponsor me by going 
to WWW. just giving. com/liam-stoneO 

“If anyone donates straight to this page, the 
money will go straight to the charity and is safe and 
secure for all.” 


NEWS IN BRIEF 

THE next meeting of the Cowbridge Gardening 
Club will be on Thursday, March 29 at 7.30pm in 
the Lesser Hall, when Kevin Thomas will be 
speaking on ‘Victorian gardening’. Guests and 
new members welcome. 

Antique fair 

ANTIQUES and collectables return to 
Cowbridge on Saturday, April 14 in the banquet¬ 
ing hall of the recently-refurbished Duke of 
Wellington from llam-5pm. 

Array of Georgian silver, jewellery, fine porce¬ 
lain, pottery. Entrance £1. 


NEWS FROM LLANGAN SCHOOL NEWSPAPER CLUB 


HILLS WERE 
ALIVE -to 

the sound of 
orienteering! 



Jasmine and 

ON Saturday, 
March 4, Jasmine 
and Quinlan Silk 
took part in the 
Welsh Orienteering 
Championships in 
the hills above 
Blaenavon. 

Three hundred people 
came to the event from 
all over Wales and the 
UK. The weather was 
quite appaling, with 
lashing rain, howling 
wind and the odd hail¬ 
storm. 

Jasmine ran in the 
WIO age class, Quinlan 


Quinlan Silk 
in M12. Quin’s course 
was 2.7km and 
Jasmines’ 2.2km. Both 
did very well, and 
Jasmine came second in 
her age group. To top it 
all. Quin won - becom¬ 
ing Welsh champion for 
the third time in a row. 

Orienteering is a fun, 
friendly sport combining 
physical activity with 
using a compass. If you 
want to start orienteer¬ 
ing, go to the SWOC 
website: 
WWW. swoc.org. uk 

Report by Llangan 
school’s Newspaper 
Cluh 


Justine and Ella 
aim to be champs! 



? caption ? 


TWO local girls 
competed in the 
British 
Cheerleading 
Association’s 
Western Classic 

2012 competition in 
Newport on 

Saturday, February 
25 and have every 
reason to cheer! 

Ella Niman Board and 
Justine Hollington, both 
year-5 pupils at Llangan 
Primary School, are 
members of Cheerstars 
Galaxy. The squad won 
third place in the junior 
category, in a highly 
competitive contest. 

This year’s competi¬ 
tion attracted 1,400 com¬ 
petitors, representing 46 
teams from around Wales 
and Western England, a 
record number for the 
Western Classic. 

Both Ella and Justine 
attend Cheerstars 

Cheerleading School in 
Rhiwbina, which is run 


by Suzanne Scale. They 
are now busy training for 
the Welsh Open National 
Cheer and Dance 
Championship, which 
takes place in June. 

Justine said: “Before 
the competition I felt 
really excited but nerv¬ 
ous, too. However, when 
I was doing our routine I 
felt that I was the only 
one in the room and that 
the hundreds of people 
watching had just disap¬ 
peared.” 

Ella said: “When I was 
travelling to the competi¬ 
tion I felt nervous and 
scared, but when I was 
actually doing the per¬ 
formance, all of my 
nerves just disappeared”. 

The girls agreed: “We 
were very proud that it 
was the first time that our 
club had entered the 
BCA Western Classic 
competition, and we 
managed to walk away 
with a third place tro¬ 
phy.” 
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Who were these visitors in 
the red double decker bus? 


SOME Llantwit Major res¬ 
idents must have wondered 
what was going on last 
weekend, when a red dou¬ 
ble decker bus drove 
around the village, while a 
large number of French 
people were seen walking 
around. 


The 42-strong group 
were, of course, here for the 
rugby international at the 
Millennium Stadium, which 
saw Wales triumphant in 
securing the Grand Slam. 
{see back page). The red bus 
was used to drive the visi¬ 
tors to and from the game. 


Richard Christopher of 
West House Country Hotel 
said that Pierre Dureparie 
wanted to extend his thanks 
to the people of Llantwit 
Major and particularly the 
staff, at the West House 
Country Hotel for making 
them feel so welcome. 


“Many of the guests were 
so impressed with the town 
and its cultural history that 
they have said they will be 
back to explore more.” 

The group are pictured 
above, preparing to leave 
Llantwit to catch their flight 
home. 



COMMUNITY 

NEWS 

TREOES, LLANGAN 
& ST MARY HILL 
Your local correspondent is 
Nancy Davidge, “Tynewydd”, 
Llangan. (01656) 860303 


Proud to be 
Welsh! 

WE are the champi¬ 
ons... oh, what a day! I 
refer, of course, to 
Wales’ victory over the 
French on the final 
game of the Six Nations 
tournament. 

Our editor, Don John, 
will of course be able to 
give a detailed account 
of every move by each 
team once again. Well 
done to our boys. 

Cymanfa Ganu 

THERE are still tickets 
available for the 
Cymanfa Ganu which 
will take place in Saron 
Chapel, Treoes, on 
Sunday, March 25 at 
6.30pm. 

Children and senior 
citizens £5, adults £7. 
Please call Mary 
Crandon on 01656 
861933. 


Community 
Council report 

REFURBISHMENT of 
the ladies’ washroom at 
the Community 

Centre, Treoes, is 
required. The Clerk 
will obtain quotations 
and submit a grant 
application. 

The Clerk will 
enquire regarding the 
possibility of having 
more parking spaces out¬ 
side the Community 
Centre, and what is 
required regarding the 
erection of a stage in the 
centre. 

Llangan: The 

Community Centre com¬ 
mittee is holding discus¬ 
sions over the Queen’s 
Jubilee celebrations. 

L 1 a n f e s t : 
Arrangements are being 
made for the 2012 
Llanfest, which will take 
place on June 16. 


LOCAL SCHOOL’S 
SURPRISE EVENT 
IS A BIG SUCCESS 


Y BONT FAEN 
Primary School’s PTA 
put on a surprise 
event last week - and 
a successful evening 
raised more than £300 
for school funds. 

A school spokes¬ 
woman said: “It started 
on the Friday when year- 
5 and 6 children were 
called upon to unload 
some mysterious bales of 
hay from a trailer pin the 
school car park! 

“The bales were 
stacked at the back of the 
hall just in time for after¬ 
noon assembly. There 
was quite a mess! 

“It was explained to 
the children that in the 
evening a Ceilidh band 
called the 

‘Thingymejigs’ would be 
performing in a Ceilidh 
in celebration of St 
Patrick’s Day on March 
17! 

“At 6.30 that evening 


the doors were opened to 
an unrecognisable hall 
full of bunting and bales 
and a 12-band. After a 
couple of dances, every¬ 
one was having a ball, 
from the tiny tots right up 
to the more mature peo¬ 
ple present! 

“To end the evening, 
the raffle was drawn and 
£96 was raised for the 
PTA from ticket sales. 

“Thanks to everyone 
who helped with this fun 
event, which raised more 


than £300 - especially 
Kate Isles - and also 
Dean Thomas for cook¬ 
ing all evening once 
again! He really did not 
want to dance!” 

“The circus will be 
coming to town in June 
for our summer fayre - 
with a real big top. Fred’s 
Flying Circus will be on 
the school fields on June 
15/16 2012 for the best 
littlest circus in town!” 
the spokeswoman added. 
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while playing sport, are 
all issues that volunteers 
and parents should not 
have to put up with 
when encouraging chil¬ 
dren to participate in 
‘healthy activity’. 
ANDY LEITCH, 
Llantwit Major 


Dog owners: when 
will they learn? 

C OULD some¬ 
one please 
explain to me 
why some irrespon¬ 
sible dog owners in 
Llantwit Major and 
Cowbridge continu¬ 
ally allow their dogs 
to foul on playing 
fields where many 
mini and junior 
rugby and football 
sides regularly play 
and not clean up 
after them? 

The football pitches 
near Windmill Lane at 
the rear of Maes Illtuds 
in Llantwit Major and 
the former school play¬ 
ing fields behind the 
police station in 
Cowbridge are particu¬ 
larly bad. 

When will these peo¬ 
ple realise that not clean¬ 
ing up after their dog is 
illegal and that they are 
putting children’s health 
at risk - dogs’ mess is 
dangerous and people 
can contract 
Toxocariasis, which can 
lead to blindness. 

Spending time clean¬ 
ing dogs’ mess off play¬ 
ing fields before children 
play sport, washing 
clothes covered in dogs’ 
mess and worrying that a 
child may be blinded 


A journey through 
centuries of sound! 



ABOVE: The Spice Girls entertain school pupils. 

PUPILS at St Clare’s wowed the audience 
recently during the opening night of the 
school’s first musical - Centuries of Sound 

- which was written, produced and per¬ 
formed entirely by the students them¬ 
selves. 

The audience were captivated by performances 
from soloists Dusty Springfield (Helen Woolley), 

Madonna (Meredith Lewis), Kylie (Rebecca Lewis), 

Paul Weller (Jacob Thomas), Elvis (Owen Skelton), 

Lady Gaga (Kate Richards) and Elbe Goulding 
(Hannah Mort); as well as group performances by 
the Beatles, The Spice Girls and Madness. 

John Aguilar, Headteacher at St Clare’s, said: 

“With support from a dedicated team of staff the 
pupils pulled together a sleek and professional show 

- the only challenge now is trying to better it next 
year!” 



COMMUNITY 

NEWS 

LLANBETHEBY & 
LLANCABFAN 
Your community corre¬ 
spondents are 
Sam & Patsie Smith on 
( 01446 ) 751448 
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Rebecca Lewis wows 
the audience with her 

impersonation of Kylie 
Minogue. 


Lenten lunches 

THANK you to the ladies of Penmark for the first 
(and delicious) Lent lunch last Thursday. 

The next lunches are listed below. People attend¬ 
ing these lunches in Llancarfan will (if they wish) be 
given a ‘tour/explanation ’ of the paintings in our 
church. 

Thursday, March 22 - Llantrithyd ladies, lunch 
to be held in Llancarfan Village Hall. 

Thursday, March 29 - Llancarfan ladies, lunch 
to be held in Llancarfan Village Hall. 

As usual they will be held from 12 noon to 2 pm 
and all proceeds will go to charity. 

Whist drive 

A WHIST drive courtesy of the Llancarfan Society 
will be held at the Community Hall on Tuesday, 
March 27 at 7.30pm. Admission is now £1.50 and 
there will, as usual, be prizes a raffle and refresh¬ 
ments. 

Other dates for your ‘Whist Drive Diary ’ are April 

24, May 29, June 26, July 31, August 28, September 

25, October 30 and November 27 


IN BRIEF 

ANTIQUES and col¬ 
lectables return to 
Cowbridge on 

Saturday, April 14 at 
the banqueting hall of 
the recently-refur¬ 
bished Duke of 
Wellington from 

IIam-5pm. 

Array of Georgian sil¬ 
ver, jewellery, fine 
porcelain, pottery. 
Entrance £1. 

Eisteddfod 
fundraiser 
THERE will be an 
Eisteddfod fundraising 
spicy curry evening on 
April 18 at 7.30pm in 
the Jaipur Indian 
Restaurant, East 
Street, Llantwit Major. 

Choice of menu; £16 
per person. Tickets and 
further information from 
Jackie or Melissa at 
‘Quest’, Llantwit Major. 

Telephone 01446 
79356X or call in during 
opening time. 


L.S. Property 
Improvements 
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We can manage your property 
We can guarantee rent 
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Fee Service 
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Peterston pupils’ traditional 
eisteddfod is a great success 


! PHOTOGRAPHS ! 
I by IAN DIXON ! 

EARLIER this month, pupils at 
Peterston-super-Ely Church-in-Wales 
Primary School came to school all 
dressed up for their eisteddfod. 

The day was packed with song and dance, 
and all the traditional elements of a school 
eisteddfod. 

There were recitations and musical per¬ 
formances, and it all culminated with a 
chairing of the Bard. 

Many of the girls were in traditional cos¬ 
tume, while for the boys, it was agood time 
to be seen in their Welsh rigby shirts! 




Freedom of the 
Vale granted to 
HMS Cambria 



ABOVE: The company of HMS Cambria will be 
marching through Barry on March 31. 


THE streets of Barry will be 
packed with crowds on March 
31, when the ship’s company of 
HMS Cambria parades 
through the town to mark the 
organisation being granted the 
freedom of the Vale. 

The freedom is the highest civic 
honour that can be bestowed. 

The man currently responsible for 
HMS Cambria, Commander Neil 
Pugh, said: “It is a matter of great pride 
that the reservists are able to serve in 
and for their home county and we are 
extremely pleased to have been given 
this honour.” 

The Mayor of the Vale, Coun John 
Clifford, who will meet the company 
on the day, enthused: “This is an 
important landmark in the close rela¬ 
tionship between the Vale Council and 
HMS Cambria, and is in recognition of 
the service of past and present 
reservists.” 

Civic ‘freedoms’ date back to the 
medieval ag,e when groups of armed 
men were refused entry to a city unless 
citizens were confident they meant no 
harm. 

Granting permission for a formed 
body of armed men to enter a city 
became a mark of trust and confidence 
summarised as the ‘Freedom of entry 
with swords drawn, bayonets fixed, 
drums beating, bands playing and 
colours flying’. 


HMS Cambria was commissioned 
in 1947 and originally based in Cardiff 
Docks. 

The present buildings at Sully - 
which are former service married quar¬ 
ters - were opened on October 15, and 
initiated a valued connection with the 
Vale. 

Until 1993, Cambria’s main opera¬ 
tional role was the manning and oper¬ 
ating of minesweepers. 

From 1984 until it was sold in 1993, 
Cambria operated a river class 
minesweeper, HMS Waveney, which 
was a familiar sight in Barry Docks 
throughout that period. 

In recent years. Royal Naval 
Reserve’s role has changed dramatical¬ 
ly, with a regular number of reservists 
from Cambria serving in Iraq, the Gulf, 
Afghanistan, Sierra Leone and the 
Balkans. 

Combined with deployments on 
board Royal Navy and Royal Fleet 
Auxiliary ships, and shore based posts, 
up to 25 per cent of the ship’s compa¬ 
ny have been consistently mobilised 
with the Royal Navy since 2003. 

Many of the volunteer reservists 
have been recruited from across the 
Vale and other parts of south Wales. 

The freedom ceremony will be held 
at King Square at 11am on March 31. 
The company will then be led in a 
parade by a Royal Marine band from 
the King Square through the town cen¬ 
tre. 


Local drama group’s 
Ayckbourn production 


PEGGY Foster’s 
new production, 
featuring a cast of 
local actors, will 
run in Cowbridge’s 
Market Theatre 
from March 21 to 
March 24. 

Relatively Speaking is 
a sharp, light, modern 
comedy, which the 
author apparently wrote 
just for the fun of it. 

It established 
Ayckbourn’s reputation 
as a playwright, and has 
been widely enjoyed 
ever since. 

It turns upon the mis¬ 
adventures of a suspi¬ 
cious husband, mistaken 
identities and cross-pur¬ 
poses - but so cleverly 
that although the char¬ 
acters may be flum¬ 
moxed, the audience are 
fully in on every joke. 

Cowbridge Amateur 
Dramatic Society 
(CADS) was founded in 
1946 so, although ama¬ 
teurs, its members have 
a huge history of the¬ 
atrical experience to 
draw upon. 

Three of those 
appearing in March are 
tried-and-tested; but a 
fresh face (Gethyn 


Clarke) will bring extra 
interest as he makes his 
debut in this play. 

The director, Peggy 
Foster, has been with 
CADS for more than 20 
years and has directed 
nearly as many plays. 

With this director, 
cast and playwright, 
CADS hopes that 
Relatively Speaking will 
be one of their best pro¬ 
ductions yet. 


VALE of 

Glamorgan Bridge 
Club, March 12, (24 
pairs): 

First, Terry Reilly and 
John Evans, 63.88 per 
cent; Second, Ray Smith 
and Gwynne Maddox, 
62.14; Third, Barrie 
Waite and Graham 
Norris with 

57.08; Fourth, Debbie 
and Simon Richards, 
56.82; Fifth, Marion and 
David Stephenson, 
56.38; Sixth, Margaret 
Bancroft and Barbara 
Easterbrook 55.87. 


Tickets are £6.50, 
available from WG 
Davies Newsagents, 38 
Cowbridge High Street, 
or phone 01446 773167. 
Performances 
Wednesday to Saturday, 
March 21-24 inclusive; 
the theatre bar will 
open at 7pm; shows 
begin at 7.30pm. See 
website www.market- 
theatre.com for full 
details and directions. 


Cowbridge and 
District Bridge Club 
(Llanbleddian), March 
13, (13 pairs): 

Eirst, Sylvia Phillips 
and Dennis Barker, 
74.15 per cent; Second, 
Pat and Brian Swain, 
61.50; Third, Teri 
Pollard and Anne 
Hughes, 
61.00; Eourth, Ann 
Miller and Judy 
Springett, 57.73; Eifth, 
Joan Bird and Luba 
Ashworth, 54.59; Sixth, 
Rita Williams and 
Marian East, 50.50. 


Cowbridge and 
District Bridge 
Clubs’ results 
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DRESSING UP 
FOR STORY TIME! 

CHILDREN and staff at Fun Foundations Day Nursery, Cowbridge 
celebrated World Book Day by dressing up as loved characters from 

favourite stories. 

They all enjoyed a morning in Cowbridge Library exploring the 

array of children’s books. 


Councillors offer advice... 


ANOTHER WAY TO 
RESPOND TO LDP 



T he gem has included 
recent coverage of the 
Vale Council’s Local 
Development Plan (LDP) that 
encourages residents to make 
their comments about the plan 
to the council. 

Anyone who has done so will have 
found that the ‘representation form’, 
which the council asks residents to fill 
in, is over-complicated and onerous. 
The form is too focused on technical 
‘tests of soundness’ and professional 
detail. 

It is also unrealistic to ask residents 
to complete a separate form for each 
comment they wish to make, or to 
propose wording of amendments to 
the plan. 

At the request of local residents 
concerned about housing develop¬ 
ments at Weycock Cross, Labour can¬ 
didates for Illtyd Ward have proposed 
to the Vale Council that residents 
should be able to make their com¬ 
ments in a more straightforward way, 
such as in a letter. 

We asked that such submissions 
should be taken into account as part of 


the consultation and the Vale Council 
has confirmed that this is acceptable. 

We appreciate that the council 
wants comments from residents to be 
as specific as possible, and where pos¬ 
sible to include proposed changes to 
the plan. A letter with the following 
information is sufficient: 

• Name and address, and other 
contact details as residents wish to 
provide; 

• Reference to the section or page 
of the Local Development Plan, or to 
the proposed development and its 
location; 

• Views and concerns about any 
proposals in the plan; 

• Any changes or amendments to 
the proposals which they wish to sug¬ 
gest; 

• Keeping comments about differ¬ 
ent issues separated in the letter. 

We hope more residents will take 
the opportunity to comment on the 
LDP. The consultation closes at 
5pm.on April 2 

John Drysdale, Howard 
Hamilton, Rhona Probert, 

Labour and Co-operative Party can¬ 
didates for Illtyd ward. 


‘No such thing as a disallowed try’ 


1 SUPPOSE I should be pleased 
that two of your readers took 
the trouble to respond to my 
letter regarding the misleading 
use of words in certain reports on 
the recent international rugby 
match between England and 
Wales. 

But, sadly, neither Gerwyn Thomas 
nor Viv Kelly addressed that particu¬ 
lar aspect of my letter. I carefully 
avoided any opinion as to whether the 
outcome of the game was fair or not. 

I think that in their roundabout 
way, both agreed with me that the 
final decision was the only one avail¬ 
able to the officials. 

Any future dispute is beside the 
point and will make not one scrap of 
difference to the historical record. 

My only reference to that potential 
dispute was to state that Strettle, who 
claimed that he had scored the try, 
was in no position to make that claim, 
any more than were the officials on 
whom the outcome rested. 

What most offended my sporting 
sensibilities was a report read by a 
lady newsreader on a Welsh radio sta¬ 
tion which went as follows: “A late 
try by England was disallowed” - 
which suggested that a try had been 
scored by England, but was subse¬ 
quently disallowed, in which case 
Wales would have won by default. 

I made no mention of English com¬ 
mentators, as Mr Thomas suggests. 
Secondly, Mr Thomas claims to have 
seen by a certain camera angle 
“downward pressure on the ball by 
Strettle’s hand for a fraction of a sec- 


ond.”The referee, unfortunately, did 
not have the advantage of Mr 
Thomas’s unique powers of observa¬ 
tion. That is a talent which should be 
put at the disposal of the WRU imme¬ 
diately for their future use as a fourth 
arbiter. 

Eurthermore, the heading: “Not a 
try, so let’s move on,” was not mine 
but was an invention of The GEM’s 
editorial staff, which as I understand 
it, was concerned with the ongoing 
dispute which will inevitably follow. 

As I accept the referee’s final deci¬ 
sion, I take no part in that debate. My 
own remark was “So let us hear no 
more of it,” referring purely to the use 
of the inaccurate phraseology which 
was the burden of my complaint. 
There is a subtle difference between 
these two statements. 

As far as my old friend Viv Kelly’s 
letter is concerned, he asks “Who can 
forget a famous day in 1905 when 
Wales played New Zealand?” He 
should know that although I have an 
excellent long memory, 107 years is 
just a stretch too far even for me. The 
only common link between that game 
and the game which was the subject 
of my letter, is that both were decided 
by fallible human judgement. 

I reiterate that there is no such 
thing as “a try that is disallowed.” 
Thank you, gentlemen, for your 
response but please, in future if you 
do me the honour of acknowledging 
one of my letters, do try to stick to the 
subject in question. 

Jim Morgan, Llantwit Major. 
FOOTNOTE: It’s time to kick this 
one into touch and move on! 


ABOVE: Youngsters at Fun Foundations Day Nursery enjoy World Book Day. 
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Disco and fashion show 
put charity in the pink 



Revellers enjoy the pink disco. 


A PINK-themed 
disco in aid of 
Breast Cancer Care 
raised more than 
£800 at the 
Llandow Village 
Hall, which was 
transformed by 
Clive Cook and 
Alan Biddiscombe 
into a pink para¬ 
dise. 

Everyone adopted the 
pink theme, which 
included pink wigs, hats, 
hotpants, shirts and 
glasses. 

Villagers Lisa and 
Owen acted as landlord 
and landlady for the 
evening, serving up 
drinks, which included a 
special pink cocktail 
called ‘Sexy Pink Lady’. 

During the evening, 
there was also an oppor¬ 
tunity to have some 
refreshments at the ‘Pink 
and Mix’ sweet bar. 

Fashion 

show 

SALLY took part in 
the the Breast 
Cancer Care fash¬ 
ion show in the City 
Hall on March 7, 
supported by 24 of 
her family and 
friends. 

“It was such a won¬ 
derful experience which 
I will treasure forever!’ 
said the Llandow mum. 

Sally, one of the 19 


women and one man 
who had all battled 
breast cancer, wore some 
amazing clothes from 
Howells of Cardiff, 
Ushi’s, and Queen B 
boutique, Penarth. 

These outfits had been 
carefully selected with 
the help of stylist 
Suzanne Jaya. They also 
had the expert services 
of hairdresser Ken 
Picton and his stylists 
and Estee Lauder make¬ 
up artists. 

Eight members of the 
Welsh rugby squad 
walked the models down 
the catwalk. Also present 
were Welsh treasure 
Ruth Jones, GMTV pre¬ 
senter Matt Johnson, 
Welsh rugby coach 
Warren Gatland, 

newswreader Jonathan 
Hill, weather girl Sian 
Lloyd, rugby legend 
Jonathan Davies, weath¬ 
er girl Behnaz Akhgar 
and founding member of 
the pop group Amen 
Corner, Andy 

Lairweather Low. 

Sally added: “It was 
great to be supporting 
such a fantastic charity 
which has really helped 
me through some chal¬ 
lenging times. 

“Breast Cancer Care 
provides invaluable sup¬ 
port and resources for 
people who have been 
diagnosed with breast 
cancer and I am 
extremely grateful to 
them.” SH 
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WASHING 

MACHINES 

From £199 


Two floors with a comprehensive 
tllsplay of appliances anti accessories. 

Factory refurbished and brand new 
appliances in stock. 

Built-in ovens, hobs, dishwashers, washing 
machines, fridge freezers, range cookers-gas, 
electric, LPG and dual fuel in stainless steel 
and farmhouse styles! 

I Quality Products at Competitive Prices! 

r"DiSCOUNTS FORTHE OVER 60s"" 

^ on Tuesdays and Thursdays (Please ask in-store for details) I 

3a TYNEWYDD ROAD, iKfon 
KING SQUARE, BARRY hand to advise 

(opposite new libKirv) 

Also large warehouse & showroom 
at 252 HOLTON RD, BARRY 

(Bassett End) 

Prices constantly checked to make sure 
WE ARE THE CHEAPEST 
All In Stock! - Ready to Go! 

Same/Next Day Delivery Service! 

Full Repair Service and up to 5 years manufacturers warranty 

Telephone: 01446 730884 

www.1stchoicetrade.co.uk 


OPEN: 

Monday'Saturday \ 
9am-5.30pm 

Appliance used for 
illustration purposes oniy. 



‘A HUGE MIX OF 
ENTERTAINMENT’ 
‘CYMYSGEDD ENFAWR 
O ADLONIANT’ 



ABOVE: The winner of the chair Ellie Jose. 


PACT meetings 

ILLTYD PACT, 7pm today (March 22) at the 
Mount Sorrel Hotel, Porthkerry Road, Barry. 

BARUC neighbourhood officers will be holding a 
surgery on April 1 at Amherst Crescent between 5pm 
and 6pm and on Monday, April 2 at Marine Drive 
between 6pm and 7pm. Look out for TREV - The 
Reassurance and Engagement Vehicle. 

GIBBONSDOWN PACT, 2.30pm, April 4 at the 
residents Board Office, Coychurch Rise, Barry. 

BUTTRILLS PACT, at 6.30pm on April 5, at 
The Phillip John Community Room, Barry Library. 

PENLLYN coffee and chat meeting, April 4 at the 
Red Pox Pub, Penllyn at 11am. 

SULLY PACT, Jubilee Hall, April 5 at 8pm. 


L L A N T W I T 
Comprehensive cel¬ 
ebrated its annual 
eisteddfod in style 
on Friday, March 2 
when years 7 and 8 
enjoyed a full day 
of competition co¬ 
ordinated by the 
music and drama 
departments, and 
the programme was 
packed with stu¬ 
dents keen to get up 
and sing, dance or 
play musical instru¬ 
ments. 

As ever, ‘The Battle 
of the Bands’ was eager¬ 
ly anticipated and was 
one of the highlights of 
the day. 

Mrs Davies, Mrs 
Davis and Mrs Richards 
would like to thank all 
those who helped make 
this such a successful 
event, including: Mrs 
Vanessa Hall (adjudica¬ 
tor) Mr Harries and Miss 


Brown, Dr Alter and 
Miss Woolf; Mr Burgum 
and Miss Humphreys; 
also the technicians 
James Williams (sound), 
Yegor Young (lighting) 
Hannah Kendall (music 
co-ordinator) and Lewys 
Morgan, David Thomas, 
Laura Crowe, Rhys 
Bugler and Charlie 

Neale (backstage). 

This year’s winners 
were Llywelyn on 540 
points. 

The winner of the 
Eisteddfod Chair was 
Ellie Jose (Year-7). 

The winner of the 
shield for Best 

Entertainer was Erin 
Hayes (Yea-10). 

The winner of the 
shield for Most 

Dedication was James 
Williams (Year-12). 

The winner of the 
Cup for Best Overall 
Performance was 

Richard Dangerfield 
(Year-9). 


Vale MP welcomes 
Waterfront go-ahead 

ALUN CAIRNS, MP for the Vale, has welcomed 
news that Barry Waterfront Consortium's £230m 
plan to regenerate part of Barry has been given 
full planning approval by the Vale Council. 

Mr Cairns said: “It’s really good news to hear that 
the development programme has been approved. 

“The investment will help create much needed 
local employment and support for local businesses 
from constmction work for the new homes, road 
improvements and local community facilities.” 
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Science week in Vale schools 


SCIENCE week 
went off with a bang 
at Rhws Primary 
School as pupils of 
all ages threw them¬ 
selves into a week of 
STEM (Science, 
Technology, 
Engineering and 
Maths) activities. 

Run in conjunction 
with Bany Island, 
Romilly and Cadoxton 
Primary Schools, pupils 
became scientists for the 
week with a wide range 
of hands-on activities. 

These included visits 
from doctors, nurses, 
scientists, storytellers. 


pupils, allowing the chil¬ 


dren to experience sci¬ 

ence in an exciting way 


and to gain knowledge 


and understanding on a 


wide range of topics. 

The week culminated 


with a science fair, in 
which pupil scientists 

S' ' 

from each class set up 

A- 

their own stalls, demon¬ 
strating the discoveries 
they had made during 
the week. ’ 

KB 





MAYOR’S 

COFFEE 

MERTHYR Dyfan 
Church will benefit 
from a coffee morning 
held by the Mayor of 
the Vale at the 
Corporate Suite, Civic 
Office, Holton Road, 
Barry, on March 27 at 
10.30am to 12 noon. 


Anti-domestic abuse campaign launched 


The Safer Vale Partnership 
has launched ‘Behind 
Closed Doors’, a campaign 
to raise awareness of 
domestic abuse. 

The campaign was launched 
at Llandough Hospital, in part¬ 
nership with Atal-y-Fro and is 
aimed at all members of the 
public regardless of their age. 


sex or status. If you are experi¬ 
encing domestic abuse, or you 
are worried about someone, you 
can contact the following: 

Safer Vale 01446 450200 or 
visit the website for www.safer- 
vale.co.uk for further informa¬ 
tion; 

All Wales Domestic Abuse 
and Sexual Violence Helpline 
08088 0108003; 


Atal-y-Fro 01446 744755; 
Dyn Project (men) 08088 
010321; 

Broken Rainbow (LGTB) 
0300 999 5428; 

Rights of Women (Free legal 
advice) 020 7251 6577 or 020 
7490 2562 (textphone). 


THE OLYMPIC TORCH WILL 
PASS THROUGH THE VALE 


THE route that the 
Olympic flame will take 
through the Vale on 
Saturday, May 26, has been 
announced, along with 
some of the names of the 
torchbearers who will 
carry it. 

A Vale Council spokesman 
said: “Everyone is urged to line 
the streets and join in with this 
once in a lifetime event as the 
London 2012 Olympic flame will 
begin its journey through Dinas 
Powys at 7am.” 

The torchbearers will make 
their way along Cardiff Road on 
the stretch between Eastbrook 
Station and Dinas Powys Station 
and the convoy will then move on 
to Barry. 

The torch relay will restart on 
Cardiff Road in Barry, at the junc¬ 


tion with Palmerston Road at 
7:16am. 

The flame will then be taken 
along Holton Road and Broad 
Street, then over to Barry Island 
for a loop of the resort, before 
continuing uphill towards Park 
Crescent, Jenner Road and Colcot 
Road before finishing its time in 
Barry on Port Road East at the 
junction with Pleasant View at 
approximately 8:47am. 

Rolling roadblocks are expect¬ 
ed to be in place as the torchbear¬ 
ers make their way through the 
towns. 

Maps of the exact routes 
through Dinas Powys and Barry 
can be viewed online at www.vale- 
ofglamorgan.gov. uk/olympics. 

The route can also be traced at 
WWW. londonlOl 2. com/Olympic- 
torchrelay, along with the details 
of some of the people who have 
been selected to carry the flame. 


An average of 115 torchbearers 
a day will run with the flame, each 
carrying it for 300 metres. Each 
torchbearer will wear a white and 
gold uniform which has been 
designed by adidas. 

Once the Olympic flame moves 
on from the Vale to other parts of 
south Wales, there will be two free 
events following the torch relay. 

Organised by the Vale 
Council’s leisure and tourism 
department, there will be a beach 
sports party at Barry Island 
between 9am and 2pm, and a 
Street Olympics morning on King 
Square between 9am and 12pm. 

The London 2012 Olympic 
torch relay begins in Land’s End 
on Saturday 19 May, and will be 
carried in the Vale of Glamorgan 
on day eight of its 70-day journey. 



vueling 


FLY FROM CARDIFF 
TO BARCELONA 
ALICANTE 
OR PALMA! 


II 



II 


start vueling 


Cardiff air port! 
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First Minister puts the boot into Cardiff Airport 


STAFF at Cardiff 
Airport must be 
feeling a little shell¬ 
shocked at the 
moment, as the 
future of the 
Rhoose airport has 
been the subject of 
much discussion 
recently in the 
media. 

First there were criti¬ 
cal comments over pas¬ 
senger numbers, then 


there was a suggestion 
that a main line railway 
spur to the airport could 
help - followed rapidly 
by headlines saying that 
such a spur would be a 
“£15 million white ele¬ 
phant”. 

Finally, the First 
Minister, Carwyn Jones, 
stepped in - but not to 
offer any comfort. 

Speaking in the 
Senedd chamber, he 
stuck the boot in by say¬ 
ing that he wouldn’t want 
anyone arriving in Wales 


Woodman Products 



Logs cut to your requirements 
Cut to length, 7", 10", 14" 
and split to size 1, 2 ,4, 6. 


Tel/Text: 07580 771252 

Free Delivery 

Logs £5 per bag • Kindling £4 per bag 
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All logs delivered right to your store. 
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Enquiries: Lakeside Golf Club, 
Water Street, Margam SA13 2PB 


I Report by PHILIP IRWIN || 


via the airport, because it 
gave a poor impression 
of Wales. 

The First Minister’s 
remarks have been inter¬ 
preted in the press as 
being designed to put 
pressure on the airport’s 
Spanish owners, Abertis, 
to either try harder or sell 
the aiiport to someone 
who will. 

The proposal for a 
railway spur off the cur¬ 
rent Vale of Glamorgan 
line was put forward by 
Professor Stuart Cole of 
the University of 
Glamorgan, who was 
quoted as saying that it 
would give Cardiff an 
advantage over Bristol 
Airport, which has no rail 
link. 

Within a few days, a 
local opposition group, 
entitled ‘Stop the Spur’ 
was branding that rail 
link as a “£15 million 
white elephant” - also 
arguing that it would sti¬ 
fle any plans to make the 
current Vale of 
Glamorgan line a more 
frequent service. 

The airport itself has 
recently presented its 
view of the situation to 
the Assembly. 

In that paper, its busi¬ 
ness development and 
commercial director. 


Steve Hodgetts, declined 
to blame road and rail 
links for falling numbers. 

For him, it was all 
about the routes and 
operators that the airport 
could offer. 

His statement to the 
Assembly said: “The 
infrastructure supporting 
Cardiff Airport - includ¬ 
ing the airfield, terminal 
and access routes - is not 
currently a critical 
inhibitor to route devel¬ 
opment, nor will infra¬ 
structure expansion alone 
lead to favourable route 
development decisions.” 

He continued: “There 
is a perception that the 
number of airlines and 
tour operators, and the 
services they provide, are 
entirely within the con¬ 
trol of airports; however, 
this is not the case. 

“Specific examples 
are the large networks 
provided by Ryanair and 
easyJet at Bristol Airport, 
which offers a significant 
pull for Welsh con¬ 
sumers, with some 15 per 
cent of Bristol Airports 
passengers being Welsh 
originating or destined 
for Wales.” 

He said that the 


majority of airlines did 
not perceive Cardiff 
Airport’s market as either 
distinctive or attractive 
enough to develop route 
networks at the moment. 

In what appeared to be 
a call for more Assembly 
support, he said: 
“Therefore, there is a 
need to create opportuni¬ 
ty through differentiation 
and distinction, backed 
by a unity between stake¬ 
holders and comprehen¬ 
sive - including 
Government - support.” 

The Stop the Spur 
group is opposed to the 
continued inclusion of 
the railway spur in the 
Vale Council’s Local 
Development Plan, say¬ 
ing that a spur “...could 
well be at the expense of 
the frequency and quality 
of services available to 
commuters on the Vale of 
Glamorgan Line.” 

The group says there 
is little evidence that a 
direct rail line will help 
reverse the airport’s 
recent decline. 

It argues that the Vale 
Line and the airport rail¬ 
way spur will compete 
for line capacity and for 
financial support, 

describing The Vale 
Line, re-opened in 2005, 
as “a growing success” 
with passenger journeys 
to and from Rhoose and 
Llantwit Major, rising 
from around 300,000 in 
2005/06 to 360,000 in 
2008/09. The group 


Legoland winners 

THE winners of our recent Legoland competi¬ 
tion, to win one of three sets of four tickets, 
were: Mrs S M Cole, Pyle; Leanne Gunter, 
Barry; and Mr Pedersen, Cowbridge. 

Congratulations to you all and keep reading 
for more great GEM competitions! 


argues: “The airport spur 
will not just compete for 
line capacity, it will also 
compete for financial 
support. The low levels 
of likely usage of the 
spur, possibly as low as 
100,000 passenger jour¬ 
neys a year, mean that 
the spur will always 
require considerable pub¬ 
lic subsidy. 

“Many more people 
use the Vale line, and 
more again would use it 
if the service frequency 
increased. 

“There has to be a 
very real concern that, in 
the fight for resources, 
the bread and butter but 
valuable Vale Line ends 
up losing out to the 
politically more appeal¬ 
ing but, in reality, less 
valuable airport railway 
spur. 

“The success of 
Cardiff Airport is in the 
interests of the people of 
the Vale, some of whom 
work there and many of 
whom use its services. 
Sadly, the airport railway 
spur, although a political¬ 
ly attractive, headline¬ 
grabbing initiative, is 
unlikely to make much of 
a difference to the long¬ 
term health of Cardiff 
Airport.” 

The group says that 
people prefer to travel to 
airports by car. It says 
that data presented by 
Cardiff Airport to the 
Welsh Affairs 

Committee, showed that 
‘ease of access’ to the air¬ 
port was near the bottom 
of the list of reasons for 


travellers not using 
Cardiff Airport. 

It says that only two 
per cent of those sur¬ 
veyed described it as the 
main reason they didn’t 
use Cardiff Airport more 
often. 

Conversations about 
Cardiff Airport’s recent 
decline often contrast its 
performance with the 
rapid rise of Bristol 
Airport, from a roughly 
equal start 15 years ago 
to Bristol having almost 
five times more passen¬ 
gers last year . 

In 1997, Cardiff had 
1.2 million passengers, 
compared to Bristol’s 1.6 
million. 

Since then, a big gap 
has opened up. By 2005, 
Cardiff had grown to 1.8 
million, but Bristol had 
surged ahead with 5.2 
million. 

That gap has contin¬ 
ued to grow. In 2011, 
Cardiff had fallen again 
to 1.2 million, while 
Bristol had continued to 
grow, now up to 5.8 mil¬ 
lion. 

The ‘Stop the Spur’ 
group points out that 


Bristol Airport has no rail 
service at all and yet is 
thriving. 

Meanwhile, the sub¬ 
stantial improvement to 
Cardiff Airport’s rail pro¬ 
vision, when the Vale 
Line re-opened in 2005, 
was not able to slow the 
airport’s decline. 

The group says: “The 
Vale Council should re¬ 
consider the inclusion in 
the Local Development 
Plan of a railway spur 
direct to the airport. 

“Their priority should 
be to provide the best 
possible service to the 
current and future users 
of the Vale Line, and in 
doing so significantly 
improve the quality of 
the current rail provision 
to the airport by upping 
train frequencies to 
Rhoose Cardiff Airport. 

“The airport spur will 
be an expensive white 
elephant which will com¬ 
pete for money and line 
capacity with the Vale 
Line and drain resources 
from more worthwhile 
transport priorities, with¬ 
out helping to reverse 
Cardiff Airport’s decline. 


Underfloor Heating? 

Contact the Experts at 

Heating & Plumbing Warehouse 

Best Prices Guaranteed 

Tel: 02920 461 964 or 
07702 748 730 

www.hpwarehouse.co.uk 


REPLACEMENT DOOR & WORKTOP SPECIALISTS 


FREE 

FITTING 

limited offer 



A family business with vast experience in the replacement 
door and worktop market. Everything you require from the 
doors, to worktops and new appliances and sinks 


0I446 6880I8 • 0I656 360027 


DOCTOR 


www.door-doctor.co.uk 
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Out and About with The GEM 


Vale AM’s 
surgery 

THE Vale AM, Jane 
Hutt, will be holding a 
surgery on Friday 
(March 23) at the Old 
School Hall, Church 
Lane, St Athan, CF62 
4PL, from 4pm to 
5pm. 

No appointment is nec¬ 
essary. 

Valeways 

walks 

ON Sunday, March 25 
at 2pm, ‘Up to the A48 
Circular’, starting at 
the footbridge in 
Peterston-super-Ely. 

Tuesday, March 27 at 
1.30pm, ‘Lavernock 


Garage Sale 

Friday, Saturday, 
Sunday 23rd-25th 
March 

Fitness equipment, 
furniture, pre-ioved 
ciothes, househoid items 
& much more. 

10am to 4pm 
3 Cornerswell Road, 
Penarth 


and Marconi’, starting 
at Penarth Cliff Top car 
park. 

New Age 
Concern Club 

AGE Concern Cardiff 
and the Vale of 
Glamorgan’s popular 
‘Ageing Well’ Club is 
coming to Penarth 
Leisure Centre every 
Wednesday from 
10.30am-1pm. 

Age Concern in 
inviting those aged 50 
and over to a free open 
day on March 28 at 
Penarth Leisure Centre 
from 10.15am - 1pm. 

Contact Chris Collins 
on 07584346002 
(Monday to 
Wednesday) for more 
information. 

Floral art 

LLANTWIT MAJOR 
Horticultural Society’s 
next meeting is on 
Wednesday, March 28 
in the Llantonian Hall 
at 7.30pm when Kevin 
Thomas will talk on 
‘The Flower 
Arranger’s Garden’. 

Admission, refresh- 


Table Top Sale • , " ^ 

Saturday, 10-12.30pm * ''—"V 

31si March iL 


Entry is free, everyone is welcome - browse stalls 
and have a some lunch while the children play. 
For more information on our baby and toddler 
group or to book a stall at our open day contact 

enquiries@catchupandplay.co.uk 
or call Sarah on 0789 444 5898 


www.catchupandplay.co.uk 
New baby & toddler group in Llantwit Major... 
^ www.facebook.coni/Catchup.and.Play 


ments and a raffle are 
free. All are welcome, 
you do not have to have 
to be a member to 
attend. 

Contact secretary 
Sylvia Geary on 01446 
792087. 

Thrift shop 

ST ATHAN will close 
for Easter on March 
28 at 1.30pm and 
reopen on April 16 at 
10am after the Easter 
break. 

Support Y 
Bont 

IN association with 
Support Pen-y-Bont, 
Spring Clean 
Saturday is urging res¬ 
idents to ‘bring a bag 
to Y Bont’ on 
Saturday, March 31 
(9am-lpm). 

Y Bont urgently 


needs clothing, acces¬ 
sories, shoes, soft toys, 
textiles and bric-a-brac. 

No books, videos or 
glass items. Profits of 
£600 per tonne will 
help to fund our much- 
needed services. 

Tax help for 
elderly 

THE next TOPs 
(TaxHelp for Older 
People) surgery where 
free professional 
advice is offered to 
older people on a low 
income who have 
income tax queries 
and problems, will be 
held at Old Hall, 
Cowbridge on April 5. 

Home visits can also 
be arranged for those 
unable to attend. 
Telephone 0845 601 
3321 or 01308 488066. 


Candidates 
in Cadoc 



CADOC Labour Party has chosen Councillors 
Anne Moore, Fred Johnson and Neil Moore as 
the Labour Party candidates on May 3 for the 
Vale Council in the Cadoc ward in Barry. 

A Labour spokesperson said: “They are an experi¬ 
enced Labour team and have represented the Cadoc 
ward for many years, and look forward to defending 
their seats and representing the people of Cadoc for 
.another term.” 


★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★ 




OCEAN LOUNGE 


PORTHKERRY 

WE ARE NOW OPEN: 
FRIDAY & SATURDAY NIGHT 
& DAYTIME SUNDAYS 




Every Friday & 
Saturday Night 
- plus Bingo 


Saturday 24th March 

Bev Lee 

Female Vocalist 

Friday 30th March 

Karaoke 

Saturday 31st March 

‘Mardi Gras Night’ 

with the 

‘Dutch River Plate 

and support from 

The Whiskey River Band 
Cajun, Gumbo & 
Jambalaya Food available 

CAR BOOT SALE 

EVERY SUNDAY from 2pm } 


To find us - click directions® 

www.firejoust.com 


Tel. 01446 710362/711538 




MAESTEG ANIMAL WELFARE SOCIETY 




and older cats- 
All needing a new family! 


AH cats have been 
neutered <£ microchipped 

Tel: (01656) 737827 

All our work is funded by Charity Shops. 

We sell bric-a-brac, books, clothes and all items of furniture. 
Donations always welcome. 

Tel: 01656 721496 or 01656 769855 

vwvw.maesteganimalrescue.co.uk 


Thanking everyone for their continued support 



Wedding Fayres Spring 2012 

^ The Bear Hotel 

_^ , Cowbridge 

i * Tel. 01446 774814 

I 7 A" This Sunday 

r “ ‘ 25th March 

11.00am - 4.00pm 

Caerphilly Castle 
Tel. 01443 336106 
Next Sunday 
1st April 
ll.OOam - 4.00pm 


FORTHCOMING EVENTS: 

New House Hotel, Cardiff Sunday 15th April 
Bryn Meadows Hotel, Caerphilly 
Simday 22nd April 
And the big one: 

WALES MILLENNIUM EXHIBmON 
Sunday 20th May, 2012 


Please visit www.eternitywithlove.co.uk 



Vale youngsters gearing 
up for a charity concert 



Memories of 
wartime Barry 


THE Stagecoach 
Performance 
Troupe, made up of 
pupils from 
throughout the Vale 
and Bridgend, are 
currently In 
rehearsals for a 
concert In Cardiff’s 
St David’s Hall to 
raise money In aid 
of Breast Cancer 
Care Cymru. 

Other stars taking part 
include Shan Cothi, 
Wynne Evans (tenor and 
star of the Go Compare 
ads), James Fox (of 
Fame Academy and 
Chess The Musical) and 
Keith Jack (BBC’s Any 

rW 

Hafan 

winners 

THE following are 
winning numbers In 
the Ty Hafan 
Crackerjackpot lot¬ 
tery draw number 
D714. 

• £2,000: 755505. 

• The rollover, which 
now stands at £6,500, 
was not won this week. 

• £10: 2 5 5 3 1 9, 
869446, 445051, 181778, 
483106, 599978, 668695, 
296623, 342076, 224823, 
406628, 709965, 299013, 
219937, 454943, 671136, 
880403, 230316, 642146, 
489336. 

#£5: 456197,431719, 
911135, 360016, 434929, 
899054, 354967, 135763, 
335694, 891516, 436827, 
378149, 567198, 324376, 
879650, 245113, 122489, 
721836, 198559, 771506, 
153345, 348110, 

992583, 315054, 283441, 
302285, 352068, 787086, 
491290, 303928, 454039, 
243251, 306685, 591393, 
229940, 311850, 989142, 
705606, 221892, 702547, 
320668, 569692, 618162, 
544279, 309453,154304, 
255834, 725764, 373300, 
801143, 889522, 271916, 
675178, 705574, 445304, 
344669, 781232, 614652, 
851706, 681919. 

The GEM cannot be held 
responsible for any errors 
or omissions contained in 
the above. 

For lottery information 
please call telephone 
02920 672062. 


Dream Will Do). 

The troupe rehearse 
together each Saturday 
with choreographer Jaye 
Eawrence and vocal 
coach Dave 
Winterbottom. 

The children, aged 
from 10 to 18, have 
twice performed at Her 
Majesty’s Theatre in 
Eondon’s West End, and 
locally they have per¬ 
formed at the Barry 
Memorial Theatre, 

Wales Millennium 
Centre, and at local 
schools and events. 

If you would would 
like information about 
Stagecoach Theatre Arts 
please call 01446 
781454 or visit 
www.stagecoach.co.uk. 


The Wartime 
Weekend, at the 
Barry Tourist 
Railway from June 
16-17, will seek to 
recreate on a far larg¬ 
er scale what life was 
like in Barry during 
the wartime years. 
With the help of a 
fleet of American 
trucks from the era 
and living historians, 
a part of Barry Docks 
back in 1944 will be 
re-created. 

Wartime entertain¬ 
ments and music will be 
provided, and a wartime 
housewife will be show¬ 


ing everyone how to 
‘make do and mend’; a 
theme so important 
when most of Britain’s 
goods had to be import¬ 
ed by the Merchant 
Navy through submarine 
infested waters. 

The ‘Snapshots of 
Barry during the Second 
World War’ exhibition 
runs until March 27, and 
both events are free. 

You can find out 
more about this event 
and Barry’s wartime his¬ 
tory at the group’s web¬ 
site: 

www.barryatwar.info. 


Fontygary 


LEISURE 

PARK 


Easter Entertainment 


All venues 
open to the 
public! 

A 


Good 

Friday Evening 

April 6th - Free Entry 

PAUL NEEDS 

_f 60y/70y covers )_ 



Easter Saturday April 7th Evening 

PHONIKA (Harmony Band) Free Entry 


Easter Sunday April 8th Evening 

ICE TRAX (Vocal/Instrumental Duo) 


Plus Easter Sunday Afternoon 

DAVE LEE JONES 

■ ■ ■ ■ in Bar on the BayMWW ■ 


Plus FREE kids evening entertainment in Bar on the 
Bay - Eri/Sat/Sun & Mon + Bouncy Castle j 
on Easter Sun/Mon (weather permitting). 



Fontygary, 
Rhoose, 
of Glamorgan 
CF623ZT 


01446 

710386 
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COLLEGE STUDENTS HELP 
OUT THE HOMELESS 



Spring fair in 
aid of the 
Vale Foodbank 


A SPRING fair will 
be held in aid of the 
Vale Foodbank this 
Saturday, March 24 
from 1.30pm to 
4.30pm, in 

Coastlands Family 
Church, Tennyson 
Road, Barry. 

Stalls include crafts, 
tombola, bric-a-brac and 
jumble and there will be 
a free bouncy castle and 
craft table for children. 

The Vale Foodbank 
opened in October 2011, 
to help supply local fam¬ 
ilies with free emergency 
food parcels. 

Foodbank coordinator, 
Susan Lloyd-Selby said: 
“The average foodbank 
supports approximately 
800 people in its first 
year but here in the Vale, 
we have already support¬ 
ed 780 people in just six 
months, 300 of whom 


were children. People are 
referred to us for all sorts 
of reasons - delays in 
benefit payments, ill 
health and debt - but we 
are also supporting fami¬ 
lies on low incomes who 
are struggling to make 
ends meet. 

“The Foodbank relies 
entirely on donations 
and, thanks to the gen¬ 
erosity of local churches, 
schools, individuals and 
businesses we have so far 
received over 8,600kg of 
donated food. 

“We are very grateful 
for all the incredible sup¬ 
port we have received 
and hope that people will 
come along to support 
the spring fair on 
Saturday. There will a 
collection point in the 
fair for food donations” 

For more information 
about the Vale Foodbank, 
telephone 07879 562077. 


PUPILS at Cardiff 
and Vale College 
studying diplomas 
in public services 
have made a gener¬ 
ous donation to 
local charity 
Llamau that will 
benefit the young 
homeless people 
they work with. 

The pupils raised 
money by taking over 
the college cafe for a 
coffee morning for 
staff and fellow stu¬ 
dents. They then spent 


the money on items 
that would benefit 
Llamau’s ‘Get Set 
Appeal’ - the public 
providing packs of 
cleaning equipment, 
bedding, cooking uten¬ 
sils and other such 
items. 

The students found 
the experience “very 
valuable”. 

Teifion Greet (18) 
said: “As a class, 
we’ve enjoyed the 
project and feel satis¬ 
fied that we’ve been 
able to help someone 
in need and provide 


them with the basics 
to set themselves up in 
life. The project has 
made me feel more 
confident about mov¬ 
ing out, and makes me 
appreciate what I usu¬ 
ally take for granted 
at home.” 

More information on 
Llamau can be found 
at www.llamau.org.uk. 


Invitation to school’s 
Holy Week musical 


PENARTH pupils 
from St Richard 
Gwyn Catholic 
High School recent¬ 
ly took the Cross 
out to St Joseph’s 
Catholic Primary 
School in Sully 
Road as part of 
their Lenten jour¬ 
ney around the 
Vale. 

Chaplain Mrs Price 
said: “The cross is our 
Christian symbol of 
the love of God and at 
Lent we like to go to 
the schools and parish¬ 
es to remind them that 
we are praying for 
them and asking them 
to pray for us. 

“We are also taking 
the opportunity to tell 
them about a brilliant 
musical called Born 
For This, written by 
talented duo Jo Boyce 
and Mike Stanley from 
CJM music, which St 
Richard Gwyn are 
putting on in Holy 
Week. 

A school spokes¬ 
woman said: 

“Everyone is welcome 
to the evening per¬ 
formance on April 3 at 
7pm and free tickets 
can be obtained from 
the school on 01446 
729250.” 



Two of the St Richard Gwyn pupils. 


Bonny Tiler 

Wall & Floor Tiling Specialists 
Full Bathroom and 
Wetroom installation 
Underfloor heating 

www.bonnytiler.co.uk 




Professional, reliable 01446 796582 

^ and friendly service Q7g54 168459 


Extension? Conservatory? Or the best of both? 
The Modena Orangery Range by Vale Orangeries 
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HAVE YOU REGISTERED 
YOUR SEPTIC TANK/ 
CESSPIT WITH THE 
ENVIRONMENT AGENCY? 

Does your system meet 
Government standards? 
Do you have concerns? 




can help! 

Floyds Environmental 
of Bridgend provide: 

* A complete health check of your system. 

* Confidential advice on any problems. 

* Competitive rates on repairs. 

» Servicing of the system. 

* Emptying. 

* Registration on your behalf. 


Original deadline for registration has now 
been extended to the 30th June 2012 

DO NOT IGNORE IT 


* Package sewage treatment systems need 
yearly inspections/maintenance. 

* Any tank (e.g. septic tank) will need regular 
emptying to meet on-going EA requirements. 

Whether you need confirmation that your 
waste system is working, or if you need to 
empty, improve or renew your system, Floyds 
Environmental provide a confidential and 
professional service to meet your needs. 

07970 809096 
01656 722665 

Email: floyds@homecall.co.uk 



Bespoke Affordable Luxury 


Orangeries, Conservatories, Garden Rooms, 
Home Offices, Living Spaces 


VA 

Ll 

r 

Ll 

lORANGERIES 


Find us on 


tJ 

and 

L 


0I446 746353 

info@valeorangenes.co.uk 

www.valeorangeries.co.uk 

All images featured are genuine projects completed by Vale Orangeries 


A new concept in livinf 
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Established for 15 years trading as Onevision the company's 
office is now dual purpose incoporatingVision Solar Solutions. 



Expanding 
Onevision 

Paul Williams 
has been set 
up in business 
for over 15 
years, has 14 
staff and he 
has been 
based in the 

same office for over 8 years. 

Onevision is a family run business. Paul, the 
founder, has over 20 years experience in the 
industry including 15 years as a supplier of 
SKY satellite systems 
www.onevisionltd.co.uk 
Onevision is now the Number 1 independent 
SKY Digital Retailer in Wales. 

We pride ourselves on the high quality of our products and 
service. We provide a fast, efficient service and only use 
equipment of the highest standards and workmanship. In addition, 
we offer 24 hour/7 day cover and a 12 month warranty on all 
installations. 

Onevision has a track record second to none. We have supplied 
digital equipment to over 125,000 customers including SONY UK, 
Millenium stadium, Assura Chemist, Local Authority Gyms and 
swimingpools. All of our fitters are experienced and continuously 
trained in the latest technologies. We are confident that we will 
provide you with a solution to all of your technical queries. 

All systems are installed to British standard BSEN60728-11 2005. 


Benef itslof [Sol^ pvj Systems 


• Clean, silent and maintenance -free^ectricity generator 
Zero carbon emissions 

• Revenue can be generated from excess energy produced 

• Can be applied to both existing and new build properties 

• Funding and grants avaiable for homes, commercial 
and public buildings 


Over 50 PV systems have been installed by Paul and his team in 
the South Wales Area including Porthcawl Comprehensive 
School, Ty Croes School, Local Authority and Office Blocks. 

Paul already had the skilled and trained labour force for Sky and 
Aerial installations. 

He quickly recognised a gap in the Solar PV market for a local 
MCS qualified installer that had experience in mechanical, 
electrical and high level cableing. 

Paul installed the PV system on his own home last year and found 
that the returns are still excellent even after the recent 
government reduction on the feed in tariff. 

“Most people don't realise that currently the return is TEN TIMES 
higher than most banks!!” 


Generate your own power and protect 
yo urself from rising e nergy costs. Reduce your carbon footprint. 

Save on bills and get paid for producing 

y our own gree n 

Invest in new technology that 

offers 11 °/brBt^f retumjf 



Paul and some of his fleet preparing to serve customers 
throughout the Vale of Glamorgan. 


BS REA./ 

FOR A FREE CONSULTATION CALL: 

01446 439 305 / 01656 349 781 

www.visionsolarsolutions.co.uk 
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^ YOUR CLOCKS GO FORWARD THIS WEEKEND 



The Clocks Go Forward One Hour 

Date of Clock Change? 

Sundai^, March 25, 2012 

What time do they change? 

Clocks alwai^s change at 1:00 GMT (2:00 BST) 



Spring is in the air and it is a good time to look at your home and lifestyle - but where 
do you start? The GEM offers a few tips to help you make that big decision. 


S PRING is a time when 
you get that urge to have 
a good clean out or to 
repair or renew parts of your 
home. 

One of the biggest parts of spring 
cleaning is getting rid of clutter that 
you don’t need 

Amid the endless piles of laundry, 
dishes, forgotten bills, and overdue 
library books, you have a house. 

A house you would desperately 
love to show off with pride. 

It makes you depressed even to 
think about how to get this mess 
organised. You feel your only hope 
now lies in the chance that one of your 
horrified relatives will recommend you 
for a cable show home makeover. 

While you’re waiting for that light¬ 
ning bolt to strike, let's try some sim¬ 
ple steps and ideas to help you make 
your home into a place that allows 
cleaning and organisation to be easily 
achievable. 

Who knows, you might even find 
the cordless phone you lost months 
ago! 

Grab a spiral notebook and a pen¬ 
cil. Take a few minutes and mentally 
survey each room. 

In your notebook, jot down the 
problem areas in the room, putting one 
problem on a page. 

You’ll need the rest of the space on 
that same page for the following steps. 

The items on the paper should 
be parts of the room that really bug 
you, or that your family finds impossi¬ 
ble to keep neat. 



Analyse each room in the house in 
this way, making a list of the areas 
that need improvement. 

Don’t forget that you can improve 
your home and add value by painting 
and decorating, although it may be 
necessary for you to pick one room at 
a time to overhaul. 

Perhaps you need a handyman to 
replace or repair items? 

What about a conservatory or some 
patio doors to view the garden now 
that spring is here? 

Have your grown up children 
decided to stay at home, as house 
prices are so expensive? 

They may be finding it hard to get 
on the property ladder so perhaps an 


Glamorgan 

Properly Maiiucnancc 

General Property Maintenance & Building Work 
Extensions & Room conversions 
Roofing - Fascias & Guttering 
Kitchen - Bathroom design & installation 
Electrical installation (17th ed Part P engineer) 
Wall & Floor Tiling - Painting, decorating 
Carpentry - Laminate Flooring 

Call 01446 711023 - 07950 004049 

Email: info@gpmaintenance.co.uk 
www.gpmaintenance.co.uk 


extension would be a good investment. 

Do you need garden walls re¬ 
cementing or building, or do your 
fences need repairing or treating with 
a protector? 

Would your garden look good with 
a patio or a barbecue area ready for 
the summer ahead? 

If you work full time wouldn’t it be 
good to get someone in to spring clean 
the house. You can then put your feet 
up when the weekend approaches. 

Do you have window panes that are 
cloudy? Have the seals started to leak? 

There are a number of good local 
tradesmen who can help you get your 
house in order. Check them out, and 
make a start today! 


^j^-oven clcaninj^ 
Treat yourself 
Sparkling clean oven 





02920 291770 or 08456449312 

www.ecoovencleaning.co.uk 







GARDEN & 

LANDSCAPING SERVICES 

Award Winning 

Driveway & Paving Specialists 
LOGS FOR SALE 

• Mpdl-paving and 

• FaiKlng ond GatM 

• Oteking and id k ond i 

• Foods & W«rtor Footuros 

• Irickwork ood Slono Wollng 

• GordanOosi^o 


gbzyehs 


for all types of cleaning 

Domestic & Household 
Carpets •Windows* 
Patios • Guttering 
• Conservatory Cleaning 
(inside & out) 


Tel: 07969 039 358 

E-Mail: bizzybeez@live.co.uk 


STA D R E 

DECORATING & PROPERTY MAINTENANCE 


Painting and Decorating 
Quality Work 
Competitive Rates 
No Job Too Small 
Free Quotations 



wt mmkiH I 
porttoio ol OMf ••Hi 
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Caryl brings new show to Eisteddfod 


C aryl Parry Jones is one of 
Wales’ best known faces, 
and this year, she stars in a 
brand new show, developed exclu¬ 
sively for the Vale of Glamorgan 
National Eisteddfod. 

Following the success of her one- 
woman show, ‘Mae Caryl Parry Jones yn 
fyw’ at the Wrexham and District 
Eisteddfod’s Maes C last year, and her 
recent S4C show ‘Noson yng nghwmni 
Caryl’, the talented performer, who lives 
in the Vale of Glamorgan, presents an 
evening of music and comedy. 

Some of her most popular characters - 
old and new - also appearing as part of a 
fun filled evening at the Pavilion on 
Thursday, August 9 at 8pm, and Caryl 
said: “I hope we’ll have fun on the night, 
with plenty of singing and plenty of 
laughter. So I hope we’ll all enjoy our- 


THE Eco Council of Y Bont 
Faen Primary School are busy 
planning this term’s projects, 
from an old fashioned jumble 
sale to a greenhouse made out of 
lemonade bottles! 

For the last term, they have been try¬ 
ing to come up with ways to go greener 
so they can show off their brand new 
green eco flag, but that is the catch, they 
can’t wave a green flag without any rea¬ 
son! 

Currently they have been trying to col¬ 
lect lemonade bottles for their latest ven¬ 
ture, a greenhouse, made out of those 


selves. ril be singing some old 
favourites on the night - with some new 
arrangements - and there’ll be a few new 
songs and a few songs I’ve written for 
other people.” 

Caryl is gearing up for a busy period 
up to and during the Eisteddfod, as she’s 
not only busy professionally, but she’s 
also a key part of the team of volunteers 
preparing for the Eisteddfod, fundraising 
and promoting the festival across the 
region. 

“Our committee includes representa¬ 
tives from some of the Vale’s smallest 
villages,” she says, speaking about the 
work over the past two years. “Most 
places don’t even have a shop, so reach¬ 
ing a high financial target has been a 
challenge, but we’ve worked hard to get 
there. You have to be creative to reach 
your target, and this has worked well for 


bottles I 

Other plans are to make money by 
doing a jumble sale in May. ‘Bags to 
school’ was yet again another success 
raising a staggering £384 on average. 
This is a recycling initiative to reuse old 
clothes and soft toys! 

The Eco council received a silver 
award for their work, a first of any coun¬ 
cils in Y Bont Faen this year. 

When the weather clears up, the coun¬ 
cil will start to clear out the conservation 
area at the bottom of the field with a trac¬ 
tor so we can have a pond in the middle. 
Report by Arthur Jones and Tom Hill 
of the Y Bont Faen Eco Council. 


us locally. 

“We organised an ‘Ibiza Ibiza’ night 
back in July, and this was extremely pop¬ 
ular. Everyone enjoyed seeing the film 
again and it was a lot of fun to share 
some of the stories about making the 
film, and to re-live the period, really. 
Lots of fun. Then, we’ve organised 
events like the Heart and Art auction on 
Santes Dwynwen evening, which was 
also a great success - totally different to 
Ibiza Ibiza! And some of Wales’ leading 
artists and famous people had given us 
their work to sell in an unbelievably 
‘upmarket’ tombola! 

”So there’s a lot of excitement about 
the Eisteddfod’s visit, but there’s also a 
lot of hard work still to do to make sure 
the week is a success.” 

Details of all local activities are avail¬ 
able on the Eisteddfod website, and this 
is also the place to go to buy tickets for 
Caryl’s concert 

www.eisteddfod.org.uk; or ring the tick¬ 
etline on 0845 4090800. Please go 
online for more information about the 
Vale of Glamorgan National Eisteddfod. 

Welsh phrase of the week / Ymadrodd 
yr wythnos. 

Cymru am byth! (Come-ree amm 
bith!) which means Wales forever! 

Caryl Parry Jones yw un o wynebau 
mwyaf cyfarwydd y byd adloniant yng 
Nghymru, a bydd cyfle i fwynhau’i 
doniau mewn sioe newydd sbon ar 
Iwyfan Pafiliwn Eisteddfod 
Genedlaethol Bro Morgannwg. 

Yn dilyn llwyddiant ei sioe ‘Mae 
Caryl Parry Jones yn fyw’ ym Maes C yn 
Eisteddfod Genedlaethol Wrecsam a’r 
Fro y llynedd, a’i rhaglen deledu ddi- 
weddar ar S4C, ‘Noson yng nghwmni 


Y Bont Faen pupils 
are going green! 


Caryl’, bydd y berfformwraig amryd- 
dawn sy’n byw ym Mro Morgannwg yn 
cyflwyno noson o o gomedi a chanu 
mewn sioe sydd wedi’i chreu’n arbennig 
ar gyfer yr Eisteddfod eleni. 

Bydd rhai o’i chymeriadau mwyaf 
poblogaidd, yn rai hen a newydd, yn 
ymddangos yn ystod y noson hwyliog 
hon a gynhelir yn y Pafiliwn nos lau 9 
Awst am 20.00, ac meddai Caryl wrth 
son am beth fydd yn ein haros yn yr 
Eisteddfod, “Y bwriad yw cael hwyl ar y 
noson, efo digon o ganu a digon o chw- 
erthin. Gobeithio wedyn y byddwn ni i 
gyd yn mwynhau. Mi fydda i’n canu 
nifer o’r hen ffefrynnau ar y noson - rhai 
ohonyn nhw ar eu newydd wedd - ac fe 
fydd ‘na ambell i gan newydd hefyd, ac 
ambell beth dwi wedi’u cyfansoddi ar 
gyfer pobl eraill.” 

Mae Caryl hefyd wedi bod wrthi’n 
codi arian a hyrwyddo ymweliad yr 
Eisteddfod a’r Fro. “Mae ein pwyllgor 
bach ni’n cynnwys cynrychiolwyr o ben- 
trefi bach bach bach y Fro,” meddai wrth 
son am y gwaith dros y ddwy flynedd 
ddiwethaf. “Does na ddim hyd yn oed 
siop yn y mwyafrif o’r pentrefi, felly mac 
cyrraedd targed uchel wedi bod yn her, 
ond rydan ni wedi gweithio, a chydwei- 
thio’n galed er mwyn gwneud. Mae’n 
amlwg bod rhaid bod yn greadigol er 
mwyn cyrraedd y nod, ac mae hynny 
wedi talu’i ffordd i ni’n lleol. 

“Trefnwyd noson Ibiza Ibiza nol ym 
mis Gorffennaf, ac roedd honno’n noson 
boblogaidd tu hwnt. Roedd yn gyfle i 
fwynhau’r ffilm unwaith eto ac i glywed 
rhai o’r straeon am y cyfnod pan oeddan 
ni’n ei ffilmio, ac i ail-fyw’r cyfnod 
hwnnw mewn gwirionedd. Lot o hwyl. 
Yna, roedd noson fel yr arwerthiant 



ABOVE: Caryl Parry Jones. 


‘Cam Celf’ ar noson Santes Dwynwen 
hefyd yn noson arbennig o dda - hollol 
wahanol i Ibiza Ibiza! Ac mi oedd rhai 
o arlunwyr ac enwogion mwyaf Cymm 
wedi rhoi’u gwaith i ni ei werthu mewn 
tombola ofnadwy o ‘upmarket’! 

“Felly mae ‘na edrych ymlaen am yr 
Eisteddfod, ond mae ‘na hefyd lot fawr o 
waith caled wedi’i wneud ac yn parhau i 
gael ei wneud er mwyn sicrhau y bydd yr 
wythnos yn llwyddiant.” 

Mae manylion gweithgareddau lleol i 
gyd i’w gweld ar wefan yr Eisteddfod, a 
dyma hefyd yw’r lie i fynd i brynu tocyn- 
nau ar gyfer Noson yng nghwmni Caryl 
- www.eisteddfod.org.uk neu gellir ffo- 
nio’r linell docynnau ar 0845 4090 800. 
Ewch i’r wefan am ragor o wybodaeth 
am Eisteddfod Bro Morgannwg. 

SIGNED EDWARDS 



WATTS 

MORGAN 


St llltyds Court, Llantwit Major 

AN EXCLUSIVE DEVELOPMENT OF INDIVIDUALLY DESIGNED APARTMENTS 




An exclusive, gated development of 
16 luxury, 2 bedroom apartments situated 
in the historic West End of Llaniwit Major. 
St llltyds Court combines the highest 
specification of design with beautiful 
surroundings and a unique standard of 
living. 

Prices starting from £190,000. 

For more information, please call 
Watts & Morgan on 01446 773500 
or visit www.wattsandmorgan.co.uk 
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US troops I'Hershey bars 
and impeccable manners" 


DR Jonathan 

Hicks tells the 
story of another 
local family’s 
memories of the 
American troops 
in Barry. 

Mavis Austin was 
brought up in 
Porthkerry House in 
Porthkerry Park, her 
parents working for 
Lord and Lady Romilly. 
The family later moved 
to Holton Road. 

About a year before 
the war started, a 
German naval ship 
docked in Barry on a 
goodwill mission. 

Mavis was intro¬ 
duced to some young 
handpicked officers, one 
of whom gave her a 
plaque with an enamel 
swastika emblazoned on 
it. (She destroyed this 
when war broke out). 

Mavis said to the 
German sailor: “We will 
be at war with you 
within the year.” Her 
comment was not well 


received, but within the 
year we were indeed at 
war with Germany. 

Mavis was married to 
Wyndham Stanley 
Williams, who served as 
a sapper with the 229th 
Field Company of the 
Royal Engineers. Aged 
24, he was killed on 
December 5, 1943 in 
Tunisia, and lies buried 
in Massicault War 
Cemetery, 30 kilometres 
south-west of Tunis. 

After a period of 
mourning. Mavis decid¬ 
ed the only way to sur¬ 
vive the sadness that the 
war brought was to 
adopt a ‘live for today’ 
attitude. 

She witnessed dog¬ 
fights over the Bristol 
Channel, once seeing a 
Spitfire shoot down a 
German Messerschmitt, 
and she collected a 
piece of shrapnel, after 
bombs fell nearby dur¬ 
ing an air raid. 

Her father served as a 
policeman in Barry dur¬ 
ing the war and the 



Mavis Austin 
family met lots of dif¬ 
ferent nationalities in 
Barry at the time: Poles 
and Danes for example. 
She saw lots of airmen 
too, some of whom had 
been terribly injured, 
and recalled the railings 
from parks and gardens 
being taken away to 
make aircraft and 
weapons. 

She remembered 
American troops being 
invited into the family 
home to play cards. One 
of the soldiers was a 
native American who 


NEWS FROM THE FONMON APIARY 


Help from power station 
gives the bees a boost... 


SPRING is begin¬ 
ning to put in an 
appearance; 
celandines (flow¬ 
ers) are appearing 
in greater numbers 
and the days are 
definitely lengthen¬ 
ing. 

As a consequence, the 
bees are becoming 
much more active and 
bringing in pollen from 
the celandines and that 
is always a good sign. 

However, I have had 
two colonies die out, 
despite them having an 
abundance of stores. 

It is not disease that 
has caused it, nor an 
over-population of var- 
roa mites. 

The most likely cause 
is the mild conditions 
that prevailed in 
January. 

This led to the bees 
being very active - then 
a sudden cold snap in 
February and the bees 
shut down again and 
formed a cluster. 

They would not move 
to access the stores 
within the hive. 

Yet the winter of 
2010 saw temperatures 


of -19 centigrade and all 
of my hives survived 
intact - very perplexing! 

In the autumn of 
2011, nine colonies 
were settled for the 
coming winter, then 
come spring of 2012 I 
am down to six. 

Two died out, and 
one was lost to an inva¬ 
sion of mice, because I 
did not put a mouse 
guard across the 
entrance of the hive. 

This gadget has a 
series of holes large 
enough for the bees to 
pass through, but too 
small for the mice to get 
in. 

This unforgivable 
lapse by me will be con¬ 
veyed to our beginners’ 
classes this coming sea¬ 
son, and (hopefully) my 
loss will be their gain. 

On a lighter and 
brighter note, Barbara 
Chick and I are going to 
establish an apiary on 
land belonging to the 
power station at 
Aberthaw. 

Those responsible for 
allowing this are to be 
applauded. 

A biodiversity pro¬ 
gramme is aheady in 
operation at this power 


station and the inclusion 
of honeybees will cer¬ 
tainly add to it. 

Apart from allowing 
this access, the site cho¬ 
sen has been provided 
with a hard stand, a 
secure storage unit, 
excellent stands for the 
beehives, made in-house 
- and an offer of further 
assistance should we 
need it as the year pro¬ 
gresses. 

A world without the 
honeybee is not to be 
desired, so any help in 
the provision of habitat 
is good news and will 
give a species that is 
struggling to survive, a 
much-needed boost. 

HAROLD 

WILLIAMS 


Captain Ed 
was treated well by the 
other GIs, something 
the family had not 
expected, given the 
colour bar in force in 
America at that time. 

They brought their 
hosts Hershey Bars, a 
welcome change from 
strict wartime rationing! 

Mavis once heard a 
commotion in the street 
outside and opened the 
front door to find an 
American sprawled on 
the front step. Looking 
up she saw US soldiers 
filling Holton Road, 
perhaps recently arrived 
in the town and waiting 
to be dispersed to their 
camps and billets. 

Known to the 
American troops as 
‘Red’ on account of the 
colour of her hair. 

Mavis had an American 
friend known as 
‘Captain Ed’. 

She said the uniforms 
of the US officers were 
made out of a better 
fabric than the British 
uniforms. 

Mavis met US sol¬ 
diers from the Carolinas 
and she was impressed 
by their manners when 
she used to go dancing 
in ‘Bindles’, the famous 
dance hall at the Knap 
in Barry. 

One evening Mavis 
rowed with her 
American boyfriend 
and, as the blackout was 
in force at the time, she 
bumped into an officer 
in the Merchant Navy 
who offered to escort 


Local beaches’ 
awards praised 

THE Vale MP, Alun Cairns, has welcomed 
news that two beaches in the Vale and 
Ogmore received awards for cleanliness 
from Keep Wales Tidy. 

Southerndown and Jackson’s Bay won the 
Seaside Award for attaining the European Union 
standard of bathing water quality and beach man¬ 
agement. 

Ogmore achieved the Green Coast Award which 
gives recognition to beaches that have demonstrated 
the highest for its environmental standards, and top 
quality bathing water. 


sia'inji 

Support 
your local 
businesses 

Sgsjpjf 

The Glamoi^an 

GEM 


her home. His ship was 
docked in Barry for 
sometime during the 
war. They were later 
married. 

Her husband was sta¬ 
tioned for a time in 
Scapa Flow and he used 
to send eggs home. She 
said they tasted of fish 
because they fed the 
chickens on fish meal. 

Mavis often recalled 
that in a strange way 
she enjoyed the war. 

She said there was a lot 
of sorrow and sadness, 
and it upset her when 
she saw the injured. 

It also took her time 
to come to terms with 
the loss of Wyndham 
and she was a widow 
with a young baby to 
bring up. 

But she stated that 
you had to get on with 
it because you never 
knew what tomorrow 
would bring; it was a 
time of camaraderie, of 
everyone pulling togeth¬ 
er to fight a common 
enemy. There was also 
fun, particularly when 
the Americans came to 
Barry! 

I am grateful to Ann 
Eynon for allowing me 
to use her mother’s 
memories of that trau¬ 
matic period in our his¬ 
tory. 

The ‘Barry at War’ 
local history group will 


commemorate the 70th 
anniversary of the 
arrival of the American 
troops in the area in 
1942 by staging a 
‘Wartime Weekend’ 
event on Barry 
Waterfront and Barry 
Island Station on June 
16-17. 

The GEM is delight¬ 
ed to support this event 
and readers can look 
forward to many arti¬ 
cles and features on the 
presence of the 
American troops in the 
Vale of Glamorgan in 
the period leading up to 
the living history week¬ 
end. 


AWARD FOR 
NURSERIES 



ST AUBIN nurseries have been recognised 
for their outstanding commitment to educa¬ 
tion when Gareth Lynn, Director of KTS 
Owens Thomas, presented an award to 
Sarah Hughes, area manager (on left), and 
Sue Evans, director. 

The award recognises the company’s commitment 
to providing quality work experience placements 
over 15 years, including the opportunity for young 
people to work through the medium of Welsh. 


SOUTH WALES’ 
LEADING INDUSTRIAL DOOR 
MANUFACTURERS 

actiondoors.com 

GARAGE DOOR 
SPECIALISTS 


CJ0rAB?5R 


01656 659274 
01446 439214 


•JikLr* 


D.B. FRANCIS 


GAS MAINTENANCE & 
GAS SERVICE ENGINEERS 


Energy Efficient 
Heating Soiutions ^ 



A.C.O.R Approved 




SVaiQanI’ 


• All Gas and Oil Appliances Serviced. 

• Gas and Oil Central Heating Installation. 

• Boiler Up-grades. 

• Heating Controls Up-dated. 

• Individually designed systems to customers specification. 

• Twelve months guarantee. 

• Good after-sales service and maintenance. 


Covering South Wales ■ Cardiff - Swansea ■ Newport - Port Talbot ■ Bridgend 
Vale of Glamorgan - Neath - Cowbridge ■ Rhondda ■ Aberdare ■ Maesteg 


FREEPHONE 0800 298 1045 

Unit 21c Vale Business Park, Llandow, CF71 7PF 
Tel: 01446 771112 Fax: 01446 771175 
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WE REPAIR 
WITH CARE 


Full Indeuendence Ltd 

Easy Bathing Specialists 

Walk In - Sit Down - Relax 

• Scooters • Stairlifts 

• Recliner Chairs & Walkers 

• Bathlifts • Lifting Aids etc 
Plus: 

• Full Property Maintenance 

• Access Solutions 

• Landscaping & Design 

VISIT OUR SHOWROOM 


Units 1 & 2 Adenfield Way, 
Rhoose,VoG, CF62 3EA 



Learning about a Derbyshire 
mining family in south Wales 


BARRY 
MEN’S 
FORUM 
NEWS 

WHEN he was 13, Michael 
Ball asked his local parish 
priest for access to the parish 
records. His desire to delve 
into his family’s history had 
started young and it was to 
remain with him all his life. 

When speaking to us last week 
Michael revealed that he quickly dis¬ 
covered that he was one of the numer¬ 
ous Dennis family that then, as now, 
abounded in Derbyshire in the nine¬ 
teenth century. 

Michael was fascinated to discover 
that a jobs ‘grapevine’ existed among 
workers in early Victorian society and 
the newly established industries of 


south Wales needed workers from 
England to man the mines and facto¬ 
ries. 

Our speaker’s great, great grandfa¬ 
ther George was one of these, but 
Michael is still unsure how poor 
workers travelled to far away new 
jobs before railways made the process 
easier. 

Michael described the appalling 
conditions existing for the manual 
workers in south Wales at that time. 
He informed the forum that the only 
opportunity in the 1830s for miners to 
spend any time with their families in 
the fresh air and sunlight was for them 
to start their shift underground at mid¬ 
night on a Friday night so they could 
spend the Saturday afternoon with 


their wives and children. 

It was the era when poorly built 
‘two up and two down’ houses were 
considered an improvement for the 
workers and their families compared 
with what had existed before. 

Michael’s ancestor George had five 
children and became a Methodist. A 
report published in 1840 stated that in 
one home ‘reported on’ there were 24 
people with 13 lodgers! 

Obviously there would not have 
been enough beds and bed warming 
systems were prevelant to cater for 
those on night and other shifts. 

Indigenous Welshmen fought 
against the incoming workers from 
Staffordshire and Derbyshire until 
both these factions united against the 


Irish immigrants. 

The ere that migrants such as our 
speaker’s ancestors spent in south 
Wales left an impression which exists 
to this day. 

At our next meeting on March 18, 
Ian Birchenough, one of our mem¬ 
bers, will speak on ‘Policing in 
London’. 

Meetings are held every Thursday 
at 10.30am in the hall of the United 
Reformed Church in Barry. New 
members welcome. For further details 
contact 02920 594881. 

Mac Tanner 





Forest Lodge, Porthkerry Park 


John ^s Cafe, Barry Island 



The Coffee Shop, Style Gardens 



VALE’S THRIVING CAFE CULTURE 
IS SOMETHING TO BE PROUD OF 



Coffee Time 

Opposite Rhoose Social Club 


Cappucino • Tea • Mocha 
Coffee • Latte • Hot Chocolate 
Baguettes • Paninis • Cakes 
Sandwiches • Jacket Potatoes 
Daily Specials 


Open Monday - Friday 9am - 4.30pm 
Saturday 9am - 2pm 

21 Fontygary Road, Rhoose 
Tel. 01446 711600 


We can cater for you! 

I Buffets - menus now available. | 


I N recent years, there has been a quan- and chairs outdoors so people can enjoy the pleasant 
turn leap in the popularity of the ‘cafe a drink and a snack, 

niltiirp’ in thp appeals to visitors is the relaxed, 

culture in ine vaie. Continental atmosphere it brings to an area? 

There are a number of reasons for this. In Barry, ^afes are now so much more than a hearty break- 
for example, pedestnamsation of King Square, and ^ 

wider pavements on Holton Road and Thompson throughout the day, provide 4eaway 

Street, have encouraged businesses to place tables ^ . 



248 Holton Road, Barry, Vale of Glamorgan, Cr63 4HW 
Order Hotline: 07979 153645 strictlyrootsl00@gmail.com 
Breakfast from £1.50 Served 9.00am - 11.30am 

Ackee and Salt Fish, Liver and Onions, Commeal, Porridge, Peanut Porridge, 
Fried Dumplings, Boiled Dumplings, Green Banana, Baked beans. Jerk Sausage, 
Callaloo, Eggs. 

Main Meals from £3.50 Served 12 noon - 11.00pm 

Ox Tail, Brown Stew Chicken, Brown Stew Beef, Brown Stew Fish, 

Curry Mutton, Curry Goat, Steam Fish, Ackee and Salt Fish, Jerk Chicken, 
Jerk Burgers, Jerk Chicken Wings, Fish Fritters. 

AU served with a selection of White Rice or Rice n Peas 
Hard Food Yam, Green Banana, Plantain, Callaloo 
Choose from a selection of Steamed Vegetables or Salad 


Selection of Tropical Caribbean drinks including ‘Ting’ 
Eat in or Take Away 


Food 

Hygiene 

Rating 


menus and some even run 
delivery services. 

The decors are often 
bright and slick - or 
themed - and the menus 
provide a huge choice to 
cater for any time of the 
day. 

Coffee shops and cafes 
are often the most con¬ 
venient place to meet up 
with friends, hold busi¬ 
ness meetings, and to 
relax for a welcome pit 
stop during a busy shop¬ 
ping day. 

Wherever you are in 
the Vale there is a friend¬ 
ly, family owned cafe at 
your disposal. 

Glenys Watson runs 
Coffee Time on the main 
road in Rhoose and has a 
varied clientele. 
(CONTINUED 
ON PAGE 19) 



*'Porthkerry Country Park*' 

with attractions such as: 

Pitch N Putt Golf, New Outdoor Play Area, 
Pebble Beach, Nature Trails, 

Special Events and Much More!! 

The ‘Forest CafC is open daily, serving: 

Breakfast from 9am 
Sandwiches and Baguettes 
Paninis • Jacket Potatoes 
Light Bites • Lunches 
Afternoon Teas • Ice Cream 


and much much more!! 



JOHN’S CAFE 


Open for Breakfasts 

from 9am to 12noon. 

Full English, Mini, Mega 
Vegetarian plus lots more. 

Full selection of: 

Sandwiches, Toasties & Paninis, 
Jacket Potatoes, Salads, Pies, 
Sausages, Burgers, Roast 
Dinners every day including 
Sundays plus Daily Specials. 

Children's Menu Available 

Open Fri, Sat & Sun 
9am-5.30pm (Weather permitting) 



Amazing Ice Cream 
Desserts 

& range of delicious cakes 
including gluten free. 


La Cucina 


12 Esplanade Buildings, Friars Road, Barry Island CF62 5TI 

Tel: 01446 737290 
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VALE AM’S MESSAGE: ‘VIGILANCE IS 
WAY TO PROTECT WOMEN’S RIGHTS’ 

AS Minister for 
Finance and 
Equalities in the 
Welsh Government, 
Vale AM, Jane Hutt, 
took part in a num¬ 
ber of events to 
mark International 
Women’s Day. 

She told the Senedd: 
“My message for 
International Women’s 
Day is that we need to 
be more vigilant and 
determined than ever, in 
our promotion and pro¬ 
tection of women’s 
rights.” 



PUBLIC FORCED TO PAY TWICE? 


S O our council reckon 
they give us good value 
for money - funny state¬ 
ment that! 

They own The Barry Island Rail 
Station outright and have leased it 
out on a 20-year deal with Cambrian 
Transport and then they have to pay 
Cambrian a hire fee to use their own 
building for a traders’ meeting. 

The council has a number of 
debating chambers at the Civic 
Offices, also the Dock Offices, in 
which to hold any type of meeting - 
but spend amounts of taxpayers’ 
money on the hire of publicly-owned 
facilities. 

I understand the same is true of the 
Waterfront Festival: the council- 
owned land is also leased to 
Cambrian Transport then hired back 
for the festival at our expense. 


All this takes place when they can¬ 
not afford to open toilet facilities on 
Romilly Park and other sites through¬ 
out the Vale. Romilly Park public toi¬ 
lets have been closed for a very long 
time. Is this value for money? 

The state of Romilly Park and The 
Lakeside at the Knap is typical of the 
short-sighted view the council really 
has on tourism in The Vale. 

Just one example is the condition 
of the park benches at these presti¬ 
gious venues with broken, rotten or 
missing seat slats. Just pop along and 
look at the mess for yourselves. 

Welcome to the real world! 

Barrie V Evans 

(Independent Candidate, Baruc 
Ward) 



(CONTINUED 
FROM PAGE 18) 
She said “We’ve 
been here for more 
than a year now and 
have a broad range of 
customers. 

“Because Rhoose 
school is nearby, we 
get mothers popping 
in after they’ve 
dropped the children 
off. We also get them 
in after they’ve 
picked them up. 

“The fact that 
we’re in a tourist 
area helps and we get 
a lot of walkers and 
bikers who are pass¬ 
ing through.” 

The great thing for 
Rhoose is that Glenys 
brought to life a shop 
unit that had been 
empty for a couple of 
years; but not only 
does she run the cof¬ 
fee shop side of the 
business, she also 
prepares buffets, 
caters for parties, 
and provides food for 
family or business 
occasions. 

Just a few miles 
down the road, on the 
outskirts of Barry, 
Forest Lodge, which 
nestles in picturesque 
Porthkerry Park, is 
about to reach a suc¬ 
cessful landmark. 

The owner, Pat 
Collins, explained: 
“We opened last 
Easter, so we’re about 


to celebrate our first 
anniversary. 

“We completely 
refurbished the cafe 
and added a 100- 
square metre decking 
area. It created a 
raised platform, with 
somewhere to sit, and 
visitors had great 
views around the 
park. 

“People just enjoy 
sitting there and 
watching the world 
go by.” 

The council has 
also upgraded the 
nearby play area, 
which means it is the 
ideal spot for mum 
and dad, and the chil¬ 
dren to relax for the 
day. 

Pat said the 
changes had encour¬ 
aged an increase in 
visitors, adding: “We 
open up, come rain or 
shine.” 

For a friendly wel¬ 
come, people in Barry 
know that La Cucina 
Coffee House in 
Holton Road is some¬ 
thing special. 

La Cucina is a cafe 
and eaterie that pro¬ 
vides an authentic 
Mediterranean 
atmosphere and styl¬ 
ish meeting place. 

Ferda, the owner, 
said: “We have been 
here for five years 
and welcome a wide 
range of customers - 
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locals, shoppers, 
office workers and 
people visiting Barry 
on their way down to 
the beach.” 

While some sectors 
of the economy have 
claimed they have 
been forced to 
increase prices 
because of rising 
costs, local coffee 
shops and cafes have 
struggled make them¬ 
selves as competitive 
as possible. 

Ferda emphasised: 
“We provide a 
prompt, friendly 
service and have 
maintained very rea¬ 
sonable prices.” 

Denise’s Cafe, 
located on Woodham 
Road for 16 years, is 
rated as 5 star - not 
just by the customers, 
but also by the Vale’s 
food and hygiene 
department. 

The owner Denise 
Taylor provides a 
thriving port of call 
for the motor trade 
fraternity. 

Denise explained: 
“We’re very friendly 
and there is always a 
lot of banter. The 
guys come in from 


the local businesses, 
but we also get the 
customers coming in 
- maybe those having 
an MoT - and lorry 
drivers whose vehi¬ 
cles need a check 
over.” 

But that is only 
part of the story: 
Denise also has a 
catering van zooming 
round Barry and 
Sully, delivering hot 
and cold meals for 
minimum orders of 
£ 10 . 

At Upper Holton 
Road, there’s a 
new‘cafe on the 
block’ - Strictly 
Roots has taken over 
the former Full 
Monty premises, and 
chefs Miss Pearl and 
Sylvester Forbes are 
catering to a wide 
clientele of local peo¬ 
ple and visitors to 
Barry. 

Tourists to Barry 
Island are drawn to 
John’s Cafe, which 
was established in 
1928, and can claim 
to be one of Wales’ 
oldest cafes. 

Its bright, welcom¬ 
ing interior draws 
locals and day-trip¬ 


51 HOLTON ROAD, BARRY 

Ferda and his team welcome you! 
Open for Breakfasts from 9am 
Freshly prepared paninis, 
baguettes. Homemade lasagne ^ 
& bolognaise etc. 

Choice of La Cucina salads. 

1^ Handmade coffees: ^ 

Mochiato, Cappucino, ^ 

^ Latte and the famous ^ 
^ La Cucina Hot Chocolate with 
Marshmallows and Cream. 
Delicious cake selection. 

Ideal for ladies who lunch, busy 
shoppers, business meetings or j. 
just a chat with friends. 

Open: 9am - 5.00 pm a 

Monday - Saturday ^ 

We will be open Sundays after Easter 

^ Tel. 01446 722024 


pers alike, and over 
the summer months it 
will heave with cus¬ 
tom. 

The Vale is an 
attractive place to live 
and a tourist haven. 


Part of its appeal is 
the wide variety of 
cafes and coffee shops 
that provide such an 
excellent service in 
our towns and rural 
areas. 





The Coffee Shop 

eGarc/l^^ 


^4 


OPEN EVERT DAY 
Coffee Shop Opening Hours: 
Mon-Sat 10am-4pm; Sun 11 am-4pm 

Full English Breakfast ‘til I pm 

Selection of Coffees: 
Latte, Cappucino, Mocha, 
Teas including Herbal 

Baguettes, Paninis, Sandwiches, 
Jacket Potatoes, Soup. 

Choice of delicious fillings & salads. 

Daily specials available 

join us for Afternoon Tea: 
Cakes, Scones, Toasted Tea Cake, 
Chelsea Buns and our 
lovely Custard Slices - 
Enjoy a Cream Tea on the terrace. 

02920 590913 




ABOVE: At your service: Miss Pearl and 
Sylvester Forbes of Strictly Roots. 



ABOVE: Time to relax at Denise’s Cafe, 
Woodham Road, Barry. 



ABOVE: Coffee Zone at The Business 
Centre, Cardiff Road, Barry. 





ABOVE: It’s ^Coffee Time - at Rhoose. 
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_ Tuesday 27 & Thursday 29 to Saturday 31 March _ 

Cowbridge Fashion Walkabout 

Cowbridge shops bring high fashion to the Vale 

When it comes to fashion, Cowbridge has spent more than 30 years building its reputation for smart, 
chic clothing for women of all ages. 

Retailers who have been prepared to travel and meet promising designers have baeked their judgement and brought new fashion ideas baek, 
and it is fair to say that a number of really big names were talent spotted years ago, and made their first Welsh appearanee in Cowbridge. 

Now, the designer labels are too numerous to mention, and it was only a matter of time before the town acknowledged its growing reputation 
by launching its own fashion week. The week has been supported by retailers all around the town, and one event which illustrates that 
commitment is on March 27 at the Arboreal restaurant in Eastgate, where three prominent retailers will be putting on a charity catwalk show 
in aid of Ty Hapus, the Barry-based charity that is the chosen beneficiary of fashion week. TV presenter Sara Elgan will be compering, as 
models show off some of the fashions available from Pebble, E91, and L’Armoire. 




Karma Beauty - Save 10% ^>c 

Keep on trend this spring at Karma Beauty with a gelish everlasting 
manicure, this revolutionary manicure won’t chip or lose shine for up to 
three weeks whilst still protecting your nails. We are offering free 
pedicures with the gelish manicure for only £28. Exclusive to Karma 
Beauty the skin care make up range, Jane I redale. The make-up 
combines minerals and essential oils to protect the skin, making your 
skin appear flawless. Book a complimentary make-over with any 
treatment this spring/summer at Karma! 

Treat your self with the Glow package, a manicure, pedicure, spray tan 
and weekend lashes for just £40. 

Call 01446 771649 - we’re just above Curves, 4 Eagle Lane, CF71 
7AL. www.karmabeauty.webs.com 

This article cutting entitles you to 10% off treatments booked in the 
salon with a complimentary makeover. 

(See item L). 

Liquorice Laces... 

Liquorice Laces kids shoes in Penny Lane continues to go from 
strength to strength. 

Now in its second year of trading, the catwalk trend for gorgeous colour 
is certainly reflected in a fantastic range of shoes, sandals and 
accessories. 

New brands have joined established favourites. After lots of customer 
requests, the iconic and cool Camper range for kids is available this 
Spring. This gorgeous range uses the most amazingly soft and supple 
leather uppers for precious growing feet and Salt-water sandals are 
back! 

Frugi organic, reversible fleeces from Cornwall are new in-store to join 
the ever-favourite Hatley co-ordinating coats and wellies. 

Liquorice Laces, 4 Penny Lane, Cowbridge. Tel: 01446 775289. 

www.liquoricelaces.co.uk 

(See image R). 

PH71... ^ 

Paula and Hywel Jones opened their hair salon 7 years ago and strive 
to ensure a friendly professional service at all times, resulting in a very 
local customer base. 

The salon stocks various products but endorses the Moroccanoil 
Luxury hair care range. Their beauty treatments now include eyebrow 
threading. 

Experienced stylists and beauticians endeavour to give each 
customer the ‘star’ treatment, ensuring that customer care is our 
priority. 

Enjoy a free Moroccanoil conditioning treatment in exchange for the 
image cutting. Why not collect ‘hair miles’ with their new loyalty 
scheme? 

The PH71 Haircrew hope to see you soon. “Come fly with us” at 71 
Eastgate, CF71 7AA. Tel: 01446 772539. www.ph71haircrew.co.uk 
(See image O - cut out for offer). 



Local hairdressing salons Fich and Ramons 
and Vadatelier are ereating the models’ 
hairstyles. 

The event is already sold out, with the £15 
tiekets (whieh include proseeco and flatbread 
eanapes) snapped up quickly 

Samantha Morgan, the joint owner of 
Arboreal, told The GEM: “We only opened in 
Oetober last year, so this is our first fashion 
week. 

“I've always been aware that Cowbridge is a 
great plaee to shop for clothes, and it’s getting 
better all the time!” 

The fashion week really kieks in on 
Thursday, Friday and Saturday, and the 
Thursday features late night shopping between 
5pm and 7.30pm, with the annual ‘ehampagne 
trail’. 

For the ehampagne trail, different shops will 
be putting on something distinetive, whieh 
eould inelude musie, eanapes or ehampagne! 

At 7.30pm. Cowbridge retailers will be 
showing some of designer gear at a catwalk 
show in a marquee in the Bear Hotel. Tiekets 
are still available for this event. 

Onee again, the hairstyles will be provided 
by Fieh and Ramous and Vadatelier. 

Claire Collins of Fich and Ramous told The 
GEM that Cowbridge’s reputation as a fashion 
eentre meant that hairdressers needed to make 
sure that they were at the forefront of each 
season’s fashions. 

She said: “We are finding that dip and dye 
styling is definitely a big trend this year.” 

The main event on Friday is a luneh and 
fashion show in the Bear Hotel, whieh 
promises a high-quality eatwalk experienee. 

Later in the day, students at Cowbridge 
Comprehensive School are planning a fashion 
‘flash mob’ on the High Street, as part of two 
events they have organised - one at the Duke 
of Wellington and one at the Bear Hotel. 

They are holding a ‘pop up’ fashion event - 
upeyeling and ‘swishing’ pre-loved elothes. 
Outfits will be spontaneously put together, and 
shown on the catwalk and on the High Street. 

It all kieks off at 4pm in the Duke of 
Wellington, featuring girls from years-7 and 8 
in the swishing event. Pupils are asking fellow 
students to bring along up to five items of 
good quality unwanted elothing for swapping. 

These outfits will be paraded on the High 
Street at around 5.45pm outside Bar 44. 

At 6pm, the seniors will also be sorting 
outfits for an impromptu fashion show, again 
modelled by boys and girls from the sehool, at 
around 7.30pm. 



Arthur John 

This family-run 
business has over a 
century of service by 
four generations to 
Cowbridge and the 
surrounding 
community. 

The company 
branched into 
specialist clothing 26 
years ago, stocking 
high-end brand 
leaders Barbour, 

Hunter and Joules 
weather-proof 
clothing. 

With unisex ranges 
to suit all ages, they 
carry an extensive 
collection of quilted 
and wax jackets and 
gilets, plus polo and tee-shirts, seasonal cotton 
sweaters, Aigle and Hunter wellingtons and proofing 
treatments. 

Not forgetting, a chic and colourful range of 
headwear and bags to accessorise! 

Call 01446 772229, 43 High Street. 
www.arthurjohn.co.uk. (See images F & G) 


Influential friends at Dogs TVust 
- JB’s the word! 

Dogs Trust, Cowbridge are really excited to 
announce that at 9.30am on Saturday 31st March 
they will be launching the sale of clothing and 
personal items of singer, actor, author and all 
round entertainer, John Barrowman. As many of 
you will know, John is a huge supporter of Dogs 
Trust and kindly opened their charity boutique in 
September last year. This sale will appeal to John’s 
fans who fancy a little bit of John in their life, or just 
somebody looking for high quality items at 
reasonable prices. To find out more about the sale 
on the 31st March you can contact Dogs Trust 
Cowbridge direct on 01446 774423, or pop in to 
see them at 62 Eastgate, or visit their website at 
www.dogstrust.org.uk (See image I). 


SCALLYWAGS 






Celebrating 

25 



Designer Clothes and Shoes for 


Boys and Girls from birth to 14 years | 


01446 772104 2 Willow Walk, COWBRIDGE 


^^Sttuated near Town Hall car park bridge) 


Silver for Colours... 

Glyn and Christina Ashfield celebrate 25 years of Colours! 

Their popular boutique boasts a hue of seasonal shades with the latest fashion 
‘must-haves’ in ladies clothing, plus shoes and accessories. 

Offering a popular image to suit all sizes and ages. Special occasion, 
cruisewear, general holiday attire and the ‘feel good’ factor. 

A polite and professional service is assured, plus a personal shopper service. 
Please feel free to browse the latest styles from Pomodora, Miss Baron, In 
Town, and SJ collection by Monacco. 

Call at 66, High Street, CF71 7AB. Tel: 01446 774620. (See image Q). 
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E91 Classic 

Labels: 

Armani Collezioni, 

St John, 

MaxMara, 

Nicole Fahri, Lamberto 
Losani. 

23 High Street, 
Cowbridge CF71 7AE 
Tel: 01446 772046 
(See Image A) 
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Hopkins Law event 

Ever wanted to find your 
true colours? Hopkins Law 
have invited Sue Smart of 
Positively Smart to offer 
FREE colour advice as 
part of the Champagne 
Trail. Sue will be in 
Hopkins Law offices from 
5pm to 7pm and if you’re 
passing you can drop in to 
identify your most 
flattering colours and learn 
how to look good every 
day! 

Sue uses scarves in a 
rainbow of colours to 
advise which colours 
make you look your best. 
Everybody is welcome to 
come and meet Sue and 
enjoy a glass of fizz! 
Please call 50-50a High 
Street, CF71 7AH. 

Tel: 01446 774151. 

(See image M) 
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E91 

Labels: 

Issa, Missoni, D&G, 
Milly, Halston Heritage... 
91 Eastgate CF71 7AA. 
Tel: 01446 772241 
(See Image B) 



Vadatelier shows latest styles... 

Cowbridge Hair Salon Vadatelier will be styling 
models throughout Cowbridge Fashion Week and, 
having just returned from working at London 
Fashion Week, owners Trystan Lewis and Dai 
Pritchard will be showing off some of the latest 
styles for this season. 

Using the high skills and experience of the team, 
south Wales’ only independent Vidal Sassoon 
Partnership Salon, and the only salon in Cowbridge 
open seven days a week, Vadatelier guarantees the 
highest standards, but at an affordable price at 
17 High Street. 

Tel: 01446 771089 - www.vadatelier.com 
(See image T) 



Betty and Jack 

Betty and Jack is a children’s boutique with a 
difference, selling new and pre-loved clothing with 
more than affordable price tags - brands such as 
Ralph Lauren, Kenzo and Timberland, to name but a 
few. 

We also have a new range of gorgeous pyjamas, 

babygros, dresses, cardigans etc and also Newborn •nd 

gifts and toys, handmade cards and patchwork quilts. 

With a play and drawing area for the children, it 
means you can browse at your leisure. Soon 
stocking children’s furniture. 

Now stocking handmade best quality around thick 
cotton Jubilee bunting, perfect for your street party! 

Call 27 High Street, CF71 7AE. Tel: 01446 772184. 


ABOVE: Year-7 and 8 Cowbridge pupils 
will be involved in a fashion event. 

While all this preparation work is taking 
plaee, some of the sehool’s best bands will 
be playing in the Duke. 

At around 7.30pm, the seniors will head 
over to the Fashion Week marquee at The 
Bear Hotel to put on their fashion show. 

Students have been helped to eo- 
ordinate the event by Debbie Leigh of 
HubCowbridge, with support from 
Tenovus, The Dogs Trust and British 
Red Cross, Sophie Creed, and Poeketful 
of Presents, who are all supplying 
seeondhand elothes and aeeessories to 
try on and buy on the night. 

Debbie added: “Seleet Convenience 
are sorting and delivering 
refreshments, Fich and Ramous 
have given their time to do hair, 
nails and make up and it wouldn’t 
have all come together without the 
assistance of the school’s DT and 
music department”. 

Entrance to the Duke of 
Wellington event is £3 and up to 
five items can be brought to 
swish. Proceeds are being 
shared between the school’s 
Goedgedacht Trust, Ty Hapus 
and HubCowbridge. The 
seniors fashion show at the 
marquee is open to the public 
by donation. 

That hectic Friday is not 
the end of fashion week - 
because it culminates in 
another fashion show and 
evening meal in the Bear 
Hotel on Saturday 
evening. 

This will bring down 
the curtain on a hectic 
week that will bring 
glamour and style to 
the town, and 
welcome funds for 
the week's nominated 
charity, Ty Hapus! 



Enjoy... 

Cowbridge 
Fashion Walkabout 


Ears & Whiskers 

Ears&Whiskers is a small mother and daughter run 
company currently trading in Happy Days, 
Cowbridge. 

Owners Sophie and Helen are passionate about the 
ethics of the company and are, therefore, sourcing 
and producing quality vintage and up-cycled clothing 
and accessories to bring forth the eco revolution. 
They have recently expanded into the wedding 
market, making beautiful one-off dresses from re¬ 
cycled fabrics and selling stunning vintage originals. 
Not only does vintage and hand-made give your 
eco-conscience a rest, it also puts your uniqueness 
to work. 

They never make more than one of the same item 
and they pride themselves on individuality. 

Call to see us in Church Street CF71 7BB or phone 
Sophie and Helen on 07786 731561 or 07714 
255076. (See image N) 
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Fich and Ramous... 

This summer will see an exciting range of styles and 
colours, from vibrant block colours, to dip dyed dual 
colouring techniques; and set to do a return are high 
classic buns with an edgy twist. 

Come along to Fich and Ramous for an exciting new 
look or book in for a complimentary Hair Extension 
Consultation throughout April using renowned Great 
Lengths real hair system. We are proud to have 
launched our first ever Royalty Card for ALL our 
clients and we will be supporting Cowbridge fashion 
week, starting with a warm welcome and glass of 
bubbly on the Champagne trail, Thursday March 29, 
5-7pm at 75 Eastgate, CF71 7AA. 
www.fichandramous.com, Tel: 01446 775522 
Facebook: Fichand-Ramous, Twitter: 
fich_and_ramous (See image P). 
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‘Community 
library shows 
church puts 
society first’ 



Councillor Audrey Preston has her book 
stamped by Shirley Haworth. 



The library is opened by the 
Venerable Philip Morris 


THE first 

Community 
Library in the Vale 
was opened on 
Saturday, March 17 
at St Brides Major 
Church Hall by the 
Archdeacon of 
Margam, the 

Venerable Philip 
Morris. 

Run by volunteers 
from the parish of 
Ewenny and St Brides 
Major, the library will be 
open for five hours a 
week, with books sup¬ 
plied by the Vale of 
Glamorgan Library 
Service. 

The Community 
Library replaces the 
mobile Library, which 
ceased operation at the 
end of 2011. 

The opening was 
attended by political and 
civic leaders, including 
Alun Cairns MP, Jane 
Hutt AM, Andrew RT 
Davies AM, Coun 
Gordon Kemp, Leader of 
the Vale of Glamorgan 
County Council and 
Coun Audrey Preston, 
representing the Mayor 
of the Vale. 

The Vale AM Jane 
Hutt, Minister of Linance 
and Leader of the House, 
commented: “This is an 
excellent idea and would 
go a long way to filling 
the gap that the ending of 
the mobile library service 
caused.” 

Andrew RT Davies, 
leader of the 
Conservative group in 
the National Assembly 
said: “It is incredibly 
heart-warming to see 
such enthusiasm and ini¬ 
tiative from the local 
community.” 

The Archdeacon of 
Margam, who is also 
priest-in-charge of 
Ewenny and St Brides 
Major, said: “The com¬ 
munity library is another 


example of the church 
putting the ‘Big Society’ 
into action by empower¬ 
ing communities to take 
responsibility for those 
services that are no 
longer being provided by 
local or national 
Government.” 

He thanked those who 
had driven the project 
forward, in particular 
Shirley Haworth and 
Robert Carveth, mem¬ 
bers of the St Brides 
Major Church Council, 
who will be the ‘chief 
librarians’. 

The opening of the St 
Brides Major 

Community Library was 
held at the same time as 
the weekly ‘coffee and 
chat’, the monthly local 
produce market, and the 
annual raffle for the 
Multiple Sclerosis 
Society, and was attend¬ 
ed by 150 people. 

The library has been 
provided with an initial 
supply of 250 books by 
the Vale of Glamorgan 
Library Service, includ¬ 
ing large print and chil¬ 
dren’s books. 

Books are borrowed 
on the same basis as the 
Vale’s other libraries for 
a period of a fortnight. 

Plans are in place to 
develop a library club for 
children in partnership 
with St Brides Major 
Church in Wales Primary 
School. 

The St Brides Major 
Community Library is 
open on Saturday morn¬ 
ings from 10am to 12 
noon, and borrowers and 
browsers will be able to 
have a cup of coffee or 
tea and meet friends. It is 
also open on Wednesdays 
from 3.15pm to 4.15pm, 
and from 5pm to 7pm. 

AM 



Pupils dress up for 
a patriotic occasion 


LLANFAIR 
Primary School 
pupils are pictured 
during recent 
Saint’s day activi¬ 
ties, including play¬ 
ing musical instru¬ 
ments, singing, and 
reading their own 
work. 

Dyspraxia 

support 

THE next meeting of 
the Vale Dyspraxia 
Support Group will be 
held on Monday April 2 
at 7.30pm in the Civic 
Offices, Holton Road, 
Barry. 

The Group supports 
children and young peo¬ 
ple with dyspraxia (as 
well as related condi¬ 
tions such as dyslexia, 
ADHD, Asperger’s 
Syndrome, OCD, 
Tourettes) and their par¬ 
ents and carers by pro¬ 
viding advice and infor¬ 
mation as well as an 
opportunity to exchange 
experiences. 

The Vale Dyspraxia 
Support Group operates 
a 24-hour help and 
advice line on 01446 
738945 and a website: 
www.vdsg.org.uk, and 
also runs social activi¬ 
ties and a laptop loan 
programme. 
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Electrical 
apprentice 
through to 
UK finals 



Rebecca Cleary and Mitchell Fairleigh. 



Jack Lansdown receiving his certificate 
from Celia Matthews of HIP 


A CARDIFF and 
Vale College stu¬ 
dent has won the 
Welsh finals of a 
competition to find 
the best electrical 
apprentice and will 
now go on to repre¬ 
sent Wales in the 
UK finals. 

Mitchell Larrleigh 
was one of two appren¬ 
tices that represented 
CAVC in the Welsh 
regional heats of the 
Sparks UK Apprentice 
of the Year competition. 
The 19-year-old will 
now go on to the nation¬ 
al finals held at 
Newbury Racecourse in 
April. 

Rebecca Cleary from 
Barry was the other stu¬ 
dent who took part in 
the contest. Having both 
originally come to the 
college on Pathways to 
Apprenticeships cours¬ 
es, Mitchell is now an 
apprentice with AP 
Electrical, Rebecca is an 
apprentice at RA 
Hitching s and they 
come to CAVC one day 
a week on a day release 
programme. 

CAVC (Vale) engi¬ 
neering and building 
services lecturer Geoff 
Shaw said: “They were 
both excellent and their 
work was of a very high 
standard. The competi¬ 
tion was strong and for 
one of our students to 
come out and win was a 
real achievement. 

“The final will obvi¬ 
ously be a lot tougher as 
it is over two days and 
the level of work will be 
more intense, but if 
Mitchell keeps working 
to the same high stan¬ 
dard he will do himself 
and the college proud.” 

Rebecca (20) said: “It 
was a really good expe¬ 
rience - Mitchell was 
amazed that he’d won!” 



Charlie Girard 
receiving his 
certificate. 

Mitchell added: “It 
was fantastic to win and 
I thoroughly enjoyed 
taking part in the com¬ 
petition. I’m really look¬ 
ing forward to the final 
now.” He will also rep¬ 
resent CACV at the 
WorldSkills competition 
to be held at Gower 
College Swansea in 
April. 

Meanwhile, two 
plumbing apprentices 
were commended in the 
Welsh finals of a paral¬ 
lel competition: Jack 
Lansdown, 22 from 
Llantwit Major, and 
Charlie Girard, 20, from 
Cardiff, took part in the 
HIP! UK Apprentice of 
the Year competition. 

Charlie will also now 
go on to the represent 
the college at the 
WorldSkills 
Competition in April. 


AGE 

CONCERN 

ADVICE 

TRADING 
Standards officers 
will be available to 
give advice on 
Tuesday March 27 at 
The Senior Health 
Shop, Holton Road, 
Barry between 10am 
and 12 noon. 
Contact 01446 
732385for details. 
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This Contraband is 
well worth a smuggle! 


L ast year’s The 
Fighter was 
something of a 
rarity for Mark 
Wahlberg; having 
come to prominence 
in Boogie Nights, his 
subsequent films 
played more on his 
star persona than 
they did his acting 
ability. 

Whether The Fighter 
marks a move into more 
substantial fare for the 
actor, who excels when 
pushed (see The 
Departed) remains to be 
seen, but he is on famil¬ 
iar ground with 
Contraband. 

Wahlberg plays 
Chris, a former smug¬ 
gler who is embroiled 
back into his old life 
when his wife's (Kate 
Beckinsale) younger 
brother (Caleb Landry 
Jones) dumps an illegal 
package belonging to 
local criminal Tim 
Briggs (Giovanni 
Ribisi). Calling on help 
from best friend 
Sebastian (Ben Foster), 
Chris must try and 
smuggle counterfeit 
money or else his broth- 
er-in-law, and his fami¬ 
ly, are all at risk... 

It seems that you are 
never far from a 
caper/heist movie, 
whether they be gritty 
and realistic (David 
Mamet's excellent 
Heist) or light-hearted 
and popcorn fodder (the 
Oceans films. Tower 
Heist). 

Contraband is a film 


that aims for the former, 
and by and large suc¬ 
ceeds at delivering a lit¬ 
tle extra bite to proceed¬ 
ings, enlivening the 
usual hallmarks of the 
genre and making for an 
above average film. 

Contraband is actual¬ 
ly an English-language 
take on the Icelandic 
film Reykjavik- 
Rotterdam, with that 
film's lead Baltasar 
Kormakur in the direc¬ 
tor's chair here, and he 
does a decent job, cap¬ 
turing the grit and grime 
of the smuggling life 
while throwing in some 
pleasing visual touches 
that give the film scope 
and drama. 

Kormakur is on 
something of a hiding to 
nothing, given how 
close to the rules of the 
heist movie the film 
clings to, both in terms 
of characters and set-up, 
but he at least tries to 
put a different slant on 
proceedings and offers 
the film a little more 
polish than you would 
expect. 

The cast work game¬ 
ly with their stereotypi¬ 
cal characterisations 
and, in the main, come 
out okay; this is very 
much a case of a 
dependable cast doing a 
dependable job. 

Mark Wahlberg often 
makes for a finer sup¬ 
porting actor than a 
lead, but brings a bull¬ 
headed sense of respon¬ 
sibility to the character 
of Chris and delivers a 


SCREEN 

TALK 



by 
GARETH 
JAMIESON 

Follow Screen 
Talk on Twitter - 

@GEMScreen Talk 


performance that suits 
the film wonderfully, 
less a masterclass in 
nuanced acting and 
more an exercise in 
masculine gravitas. 

Alongside him, Ben 
Foster is as ever watch- 
able and strong as the 
best friend to 
Wahlberg's character, 
again not exactly break¬ 
ing new ground with his 
performance but deliv¬ 
ering what is needed 
when it is needed, while 
the same can be said of 
Giovanni Ribisi, letting 
loose with an unhinged 


Skills and enterprise 
on the breakfast menu 


LAST Friday, the Deputy 
Minister for Skills, Jeff 
Cuthbert AM, and Principal of 
Cardiff and Vale College, Mike 
James, spoke at Jane Hutt’s 
annual Spring Breakfast on 
the college’s Barry site in 
Colcot Road. 

There were opportunities for busi¬ 
ness, students, headteachers, council¬ 
lors, the Careers Service and the Barry 
Regeneration Board to discuss future 
skills and enterprise prospects for the 
Vale. 

Students from the hospitality 
department at the college prepared and 
served breakfast for the participants, 
who heard about plans for expansion 
of learning and skills opportunities for 


young people through the college and 
the Welsh Government programmes 
such as Skills Growth Wales. These 
will provide 4,000 new job opportuni¬ 
ties each year for the next three years 
for 16-25-year-olds from the begin¬ 
ning of April, and an expansion of 
apprenticeship places with the college 
and employers. 

Ms Hutt said: “The event provided 
guests with the opportunity to hear 
more about expanding plans for fur¬ 
ther education and apprenticeships - 
as well as meeting the new Principal 
of the Cardiff and Vale College, Mike 
James, who has hit the ground running 
with his extensive experience and 
commitment to the Vale skills and 
enterprise community.” 


Remember the countryside code! 


display that lacks any 
solid foundation, the 
actor enjoying the 
opportunity to cut loose 
but lacking much in the 
way of grounding. 

With the likes of JK 
Simmons, Diego Luna 
and Luka Haas all 
showing up in solid 
supporting roles, it's 
Kate Beckinsale who 
gets the shortest shrift 
here. 

Despite the 
Underworld franchise 
and poor choices pro¬ 
viding evidence to the 
contrary, the Brit really 
can act, but with her 
character being severely 
underwritten here, she is 
reduced to being the 
sympathetic 

wife/damsel in distress - 
a waste of her time and 
talents. 

Aaron Guzikowski is 
the man tasked with 
adapting the original for 
mainstream audiences, 
and while he does a 
decent job, again he 
bogs himself down in 
paying too much atten¬ 
tion to genre convention 
and not enough to 
inventive characters and 
situations. 

The plot twists are 
based too easily on con¬ 
trivance and chance, 
while anyone paying 
close enough attention 
should be able to spot 
the solutions to Chris 
and co's problems 
almost straight away. 

But for all its over¬ 
familiarity, Contraband 
still manages to enter¬ 
tain to the end, and 
while hardly the most 
demanding or original 
of films, makes for a 
more than passable 
evening's entertainment. 

VERDICT A 
decent thriller that 
sometimes feels a little 
too familiar. 

Contraband is neverthe¬ 
less a satisfying way to 
spend two hours in a 
cinema. With Mark 
Wahlberg and Ben 
Foster leading a solid 
cast, and Baltasar 
Kormakur giving the 
film a little more style. 
Contraband is well 
worth a watch. 
Enjoyable. 

SEE THIS IF YOU 
LIKED: The Italian 
Job (2003), Inside Man 
(2006) 


I WONDER how many 
people who enjoy the 
delights of the country¬ 
side, the fresh air and the 
freedom forget, when they 
are walking their dog, 
their responsibilities to the 
safety of livestock and 
other people’s property. 

I am sure I am not on my 
own when I express my concern 
about people allowing their 
dogs to run free in fields where 
there are livestock. 

Only this morning, I had to 
ask a person to put his dog on a 
lead as it was running free. I 
was surprised that as a matter of 
courtesy this well turned-out per¬ 
son had not asked permission, 
and when asked to put his dog on 


a lead, I was informed that he did 
not have one and by his 
demeanour he had every right to 
be in my field. 

Consequently, I had to seek 
legal advice - and in fact this is 
construed as a nuisance, espe¬ 
cially at this time of year and 
certainly walking onto farm land 
without permission or refusing to 
leave when permission has been 
withdrawn constitutes trespass. 

Legally “this tort is actionable 
per se without the need to prove 
damage” 

(www.lawteacher.net/tort-law) 

Also as there is a public foot¬ 
path running through a number 
of my fields, it amazes me when 
walkers chose to climb over a 
gate, rather than make use of a 
nearby stile. 

The gates are easy to open and 


are not padlocked, but still they 
would rather break the bar of a 
gate when climbing over than 
use the facility provided for 
them. 

Unfortunately, they also leave 
their empty bottles and cans 
under the hedges. I am sure they 
do not realise that horses are 
intelligent and curious animals 
and will investigate anything 
shiny, and before you know it 
they will have glass in their foot 
or worse. I find that totally irre¬ 
sponsible. 

It is a great shame that there 
are a small minority of people 
who have no respect for the 
farmer, his animals or the fields 
that they walk through, and give 
other genuine walkers a bad 
name. 

(Name and address supplied). 


Newydd in the top 100 






Newydd staff litter picking on one of their estates to benefit the community. 


THE Newydd Housing 
Association is celebrat¬ 
ing, after being declared 
one of the 100 best not- 
for-profit organisations to 
work for, in an awards 
scheme run by The 
Sunday Times. 

The housing associa¬ 
tion, which made the top 
100 list on its first 
attempt at entering the 
awards, came sixth for 
small organisations. 

It was recognised for 
supporting its staff to 
achieve a good work and 
life balance. It was 17th 
overall on promoting 
health and wellbeing ini¬ 
tiatives in the work 
place. 


Health Board’s new 
chief executive 


CARDIFF and Vale 
University Health 
Board (UHB) has 
appointed law 
graduate Adam 
Cairns, currently 
chief executive at 
Shrewsbury and 
Telford NHS Trust, 
as its new chief 
executive. 

Mr Cairns, who will 
take over the UHB helm 
later in the year, will 
succeed outgoing chief 
executive Jan Williams, 
who retires at the end of 
March. 

Prior to taking up 
chief executive roles, Mr 
Cairns spent 11 years in 
director roles at Leeds 
Teaching Hospitals NHS 
Trust. 


Chairman David 
Francis said he was 
delighted that Cardiff 
and Vale had been able 
to secure such a high- 
calibre appointment: 
“Our current chief exec¬ 
utive, Jan Williams, was 
always going to be a 
tremendously hard act to 
follow but, in Adam, I 
believe we have found 
an admirable successor. 

“He has the vision, 
energy and drive to build 
on the strong founda¬ 
tions Jan has laid, and to 
meet our aspiration of 
becoming an internation¬ 
ally recognised centre of 
excellence for quality of 
care, performance and 
innovation.” 


Brynmor stars 
for ly Hafan 


COWBRIDGE resi¬ 
dent, former Wales 
and British Lions 
rugby star and broad¬ 
caster, Brynmor 
Williams, has stepped 
back in time - to play 
the part of a TV action 
hero to support the 
the Ty Hafan hospice. 

Brynmor, who is a 
director of Thomas 
Carroll Group pic, has 
joined fellow directors to 
play ‘The Insurers’ in a 
spoof viral video based 
on 1970s TV pro¬ 
grammes The Protectors 
and The Persuaders. 

The team’s mission is 
to raise £40,000 for Ty 
Hafan to commemorate 
the financial services 


group’s 40th anniversary 
this year. 

They appear in a trail¬ 
er, which goes on viral 
release this week, togeth¬ 
er with a behind-the- 
scenes video of its mak¬ 
ing, which can be viewed 
at www.theinsur- 

ersl972.org 

Brynmor plays the 
part of Harry Lion, sport¬ 
ing a leather jacket, 
flares, and an Elvis wig 
and glasses. 

He is joined in ‘The 
Insurers’ by fellow Wales 
star and rugby broadcast¬ 
er Robert Jones, who is 
also a director of Thomas 
Carroll. 



Landlords 

Properties 
Urgently Required 

For waiting 
Quality Tenants 

Call Claire or Kate on 
01446 792020 
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I NEWS IN AND OUT OP CLASS AT YSGOL GYPUN BRO MORGANNWG I 


YOUNG GYMNASTS ARE ON TOP FORM 





ill 




EACH team from Ysgol Bro Morgannwg 
that competed in the recent county gym¬ 
nastics competition achieved success. 

The senior boys team was first, the junior boys 
and senior girls teams were second, and the junior 
girls team was third. 

In the senior boys individual competition, Ysgol 
Gyfun Bro Morgannwg had a clean sweep with Iwan 
Mepham coming first, Rhidian Mepham second and 
Emyr Byrne third. 

Ffion Byrne was also third in the senior girls indi¬ 
vidual competition. 

Following their success at the county gymnastics 
competition, Megan McIntyre, Rhys Beynon, Joseff 
Williams, Ffion Byrne, George Connelly, Emyr 
Byrne, Rhidian Mepham and Iwan Mepham have all 
made it into the Cardiff and the Vale team and will 
go on to compete in the national competition. 

Welsh Junior Masterchef 

YEAR-10 pupils Menna George, Ryan James and 
Alan Evans competed in the south Wales prelim¬ 
inary round of the Welsh Junior Masterchef 
Competition. 

The 10 competitors from Saturday morning were 
cut down to five on the Sunday and Ryan James was 
successful in winning a place in the next round of the 
competition. 

He took part in a series of master class workshops 
over half term, as well as staying in an apartment 
with nine other competitors from the north and west 
Wales preliminary rounds. 

One competitor left the competition daily. The 
competition was filmed. 

Shipwreck workshop 

RECENTLY, 18 pupils from our partner primary 
schools came to Ysgol Bro Morgannwg to take 
part in a science workshop, along with 10 year-7 
pupils. 

The aim of the day was to strengthen the bridge 
between the schools and to give the primary pupils 
an opportunity to get to know the school before they 
start in September. 

The theme was ‘Shipwreck’ and there were many 
activities to be had, such as purifying stream and sea 
water, creating a shelter and designing a boat. 

Many thanks to Mr James Evans for leading the 
day. 

Bethan Gwanas 

RECENTLY, Bethan Gwanas visited Ysgol 
Gyfun Bro Morgannwg to work with the years-7 
and 8 writing squad. 

They wrote some very interesting stories under 
her leadership and learnt how to appreciate and 
improve each others’ work. They had a very special 
day in her company. 

School Eisteddfod 

THIS year’s School Eisteddfod was held in the 
Barry Memorial Hall. 

The winning house was Mihangel and Harri 
Foster-Davies, year-12,won the Bardic Chair. 


0 ^ 


PICTURED 

ABOVE: 

(Left to right) 
Rhidian Mepham, 
Iwan Mepham and 
Emyr Byrne on the 
gymnastics podium. 




































Thursday, March 22nd, 2012 


www.facebook.com/semnews • www,twitter,com/sem news 


CLP THE GEM - 25 


Peterston-super-Ely pupils ‘enthralled’ by 
their day of scientific demonstrations 


PHOTOGRAPHS 

by IAN DIXON 

PUPILS at Peterston-super-Ely 
Church-in-Wales Primary School 
wre recently treated to a ‘science 
made simple’ day. 

The schoolchildren were enthralled 
by a range of inter-active demonstra¬ 
tions, including a show that covered 
different methods of transport. 

They saw hot air balloons, a rocket 
and even a working hovercraft. 

A school spokesperson said: “The 
aim of inspiring and encouraging the 
next generation of scientists and 
engineers was achieved - if the 
pupils’ excited reactions were any¬ 
thing to go by!” 








GLAMORGAN HUNT 
CLUB DINNER 



RIGHT: 

Sir Brooke Boothby, 
patron, and 
Mr Charles Williams, 
chairman. 

Photographs by 

HEATHER MARCH 

GLAMORGAN 
Hunt Club held a 
dinner at Fonmon 
Castle recently, 
where they were 
welcomed by their 
patron. Sir Brooke 
Boothby. 

Following a cham¬ 
pagne reception, din¬ 
ner was served by 
candlelight. 

Many of the men 
wore the red tail coats 
of hunt evening dress. 

The silk facings of 
the coats are a prim¬ 
rose colour, to denote 
Glamorgan members. 

Many of these have 
been handed down 
through the genera¬ 
tions. 
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ABOVE: Cowbridge year-8 hosted old rugby rivals from the Wirral recently. 


SPORTS NEWS FROM COWBRIDGE 
COMPREHENSIVE SCHOOL 


Year-8 lose out to old rivals 


ON AND OFF THE TURF with Brian Lee 


The Snail wins again 
at point-to-point 


THE Cowbridge 
year-8 rugby team 
recently hosted 18 
pupils from Wirral 
Grammar School in 
Liverpool. 

It is a tradition which 
has been running for 
many years between the 
two schools, and is still 
going strong today. 

On the Friday, Wirral 
arrived having beaten 
Stanwell and were in a 
confident mood. They 
went home to the 
Cowbridge pupils’ 
houses, and arose bright 
and early for the game 
on Saturday. 

With conditions not 
ideal, and with the 
Wirral having a big set 
of forwards, the game 
was always going to be 
difficult, and it was also 
going to be hard to play 
our normal, expansive 
style of rugby. At half¬ 
time the score was 5-0 
to Wirral, but the game 
was extremely closely 
contested. 

The second half 
began, and it started in 
the same ferocious man¬ 
ner. Neither side would 
let each other remain in 
possession without a 
struggle. It was a hard- 
fought match, but 
played in a great spirit, 
with both sides showing 
high levels of determi¬ 
nation, fitness and skill. 

Unfortunately, Wirral 
were just too strong on 
the day, and they ran in 
another two tries during 
the second half. The 
score finished 19-0 to 
Wirral. Player of the 
match was Matthew 
Keating. 

After the match, the 
Wirral pupils enjoyed 
an afternoon’s tour of 
the Millennium 

Stadium, and in the 


evening watched the 
Newport vs Munster 
game at Rodney Parade. 

After buying out the 
club shop and creating a 
tremendous atmosphere 
in the stadium, it was 
time to return to 
Cowbridge, but there 
are no doubts that the 
Newport supporters and 
shop staff were going to 
miss them. 

On Sunday morning, 
the Wirral pupils left to 
return home. A school 
spokesman said: “On 
behalf of all of the par¬ 
ents, pupils and staff at 
Cowbridge, I would like 
to say how brilliantly 
the pupils behaved, and 
would like to thank all 
the Wirral pupils and 
staff for a great week¬ 
end. 

“The pupils, parents 
and I had a fantastic 
time, and we look for¬ 
ward to hosting the 
school’s next crop of 
year-8 rugby stars next 
year. 

“Lastly, a thank you 
must go out to the 
female USA interna¬ 
tional referee, who offi¬ 
ciated the match for us.” 

GD 

Year-7 

netball 

AN ever-strength¬ 
ening year-7 team 
turned up to play 
the Vale Netball 
Tournament 
against some very 
strong teams. 

It was a nervous start 
for Cowbridge, who 
played a very strong 
Llantwit Major team 
who had won the previ¬ 
ous week. However, as 
they started to play well, 
they grew in confidence 
and beat Llantwit 5-1. 


They took this confi¬ 
dence and self belief on 
to their next games, pro¬ 
ducing some excellent 
play and beating 
Stanwell 5-4 and St 
Richard Gwyn 5-0. 

This left Bro 
Morgannwg to play in 
order to win the tourna¬ 
ment. The year-7 team 
made a really strong 
start to the game, pass¬ 
ing and shooting with 
precision and accuracy. 

In the second half, 
Bro Morgannwg brought 
on some rather stronger 
girls which disrupted he 
Cowbridge pattern of 
play. Despite a good per¬ 
formance, Bro 

Morgannwg won 5-4. 

This then meant Bro 
Morgannwg, Llantwit 
Major and Cowbridge 
had all finished on the 
same points. All the 
goals were then added 
up, leaving Cowbridge 
in second place. 

Cowbridge then 
played an unusual fix¬ 
ture against Llanishen 
High School from 
Cardiff. 

The ‘B’ team played 
first against a tall, strong 
year-7 team. The pace of 
the game was frantic and 
Llanishen took an early 
1-0 lead. 

After half time, 
Cowbridge played more 
eonsistent netball, put¬ 
ting some excellent 
passes together. Some 
fantastic defence from 
Seren Hawks worth and 
centre court play from 
Sophie Oddy made 
Cowbridge 2-1 winners. 

The ‘A team faced 
similar opposition in 
Llanishen’s ‘A’ team. 
The girls were tall and 
physical but were unable 
to keep pace with the 
Cowbridge team. 

The Cowbridge girls 
dodged and passed the 
ball well, and in the sec¬ 
ond half moved into 
space, playing better 
than Llanishen. 

It was a hard-fought 
game but Cowbridge 
won 4-1. 

Player of the match: 
‘A Team - Nia Davies; 
‘B’ Team - Seren 
Hawks worth. 

LL 

Year-8 

netball 

COWBRIDGE 
hosted the first 
round of the year-8 
county tournament 
and were drawn in 
the same group as 
Corpus Christi, 
Plasmawr and 
Bishop of Llandaff. 


It was an extremely 
tough group with some 
good schools competing 
to take part in the county 
finals on March 21. The 
first game was against 
Corpus Christi, who 
made a quick start, but 
Cowbridge soon made a 
comeback and the score 
was 3-2 at half time. 

The second half was 
more frantic, with nei¬ 
ther side dominant. 
Some excellent defence 
by Ffion Vickers and 
Emma Bowler left the 
score 5-4 to Corpus 
Christi, despite strong 
resistance from 

Cowbridge. 

Against Plasmawr, 
Cowbridge had an 
opportunity to demon¬ 
strate their talent and 
convincingly won 6-0. 

With Corpus Christi 
also beating Plasmawr, 
this left Cowbridge in 
second place. Despite 
some fantastic recent 
performances, the girls 
were disappointed to fin¬ 
ish second. They played 
extremely well and pro¬ 
duced some excellent 
netball in a really tough 
pool group. 

LL 

Tennis 

A SENIOR tennis 
team went to the 
Castle Courts to 
play Howells in the 
Aherdare Cup for 
the girls, and the 
Glanville Cup for 
the hoys. 

The girls’ team was 
Rachel Bradshaw, 
Stephanie Wills, Niamh 
Gallagher and Jordan 
Carpenter, and faced 
strong opposition from 
Howells, who play and 
train regularly. Despite 
playing some well- 
fought points, Howells 
won the singles and the 
doubles matches. 

Tom Kamal, Matt 
Kamal, David 
Humphries and Alex 
Kurobasa made up a 
strong boys’ team. The 
boys’ team were 
extremely dominant in 
every game, capitalising 
on Howells’ errors. 

They were similarly 
strong in the doubles, 
winning 6-0 in both of 
them. 

This excellent boys’ 
performance means they 
will progress through to 
the next round. 

LL 


'WAMES 
■ TUDOR of 
aJP Cowbridge, 
nding Jeff Bird’s 
nine-year-old hay 
gelding The Snail, 
employed ‘catch 
me if you can’ tac¬ 
tics when winning 
the confined race 
at the Tivyside 
Hunt Point-to- 
Point 

Steeplechases on 
Sunday. 

Closely followed 
throughout the race by 
The Old Pretender, 
partnered by 
Pembrokeshire’s John 
Mathais, The Snail won 
by three quarters of a 
length - it looked a lot 
more - in the fastest 
time of the day. 

Officially placed 
third was Midnight 
Diamond, and Connor 
Flint’s mount Garrick 
Oscar was judged to 
have finished fourth. 

Four horses were all 
in with a chance when 
they approached the 
last fence in the ladies’ 
open race but it was 
Alroyal, partnered by 
Charlotte Prichard (16) 
who emerged the win¬ 
ner. 

Tailed off at one 
stage, Alroyal, who 
used to be in Evan 
Williams’s yard, came 
with a good late run to 
score by two lengths 
from the strongly-fan¬ 
cied Rapid Artist ridden 
by Welsh ladies’ cham¬ 
pion rider Jodie 
Hughes. 

Welsh champion 
rider John Mathais 
chalked up his 100th 
winner (90 in points 
and 10 under rules) 
when winning the 
men’s open race on 
David Llewellyn’s 
homebred Rosie ’5 
Peacock and later won 
the open maiden on 
Towering Run. 

There was a contro¬ 
versial finish to the 
restricted race in which 
Tom Bach, ridden by 
Nathan Deakin (19) 
was judged to have 
won by a head from 
Moscowbarney 
(Matthew Barber). 

Some racegoers were 
of the opinion that the 


result should have gone 
the other way. 

AMERICAN 

CRICKET 

ELEVEN-year-old 
American Cricket, 
trained by Evan 
Williams at 

Llancarfan, proved too 
good for seven-year- 
old Ben’s Folly, 
trained by Tim 
Vaughan at Aberthin, 
in the Robert Case 
Memorial Beginners’ 
Chase at Eakenham 
last Eriday. 

American Cricket, a 
7-1 chance ridden by 
Paul Moloney, finished 
a length in front of 
Ben’s Folly the odds-on 
favourite. 

Twenty-four hours 
earlier at Hexham, 
Williams had won with 
six-year-old Hidden, 
who beat Kent Street by 
four lengths.Stable 
jockey Moloney was in 
the saddle. 

MAIZY 
MISSILE 
FLIES IN! 

TEN-year-old Maizy 
Missile, owned and 
trained by Mary 
Evans who hails from 
the Vale but who is 
now based in 
Pembrokeshire won 
the Newton Abbot 
Handicap Chase at 
Newton Abbot on 
Sunday, coming home 
a length in front of 
Knapp Bridge Boy. 

The third horse 
home. Bay Central is 
trained by Mary’s son 
Evan Williams who 
trains at Llancarfan. 
Maizy Missile was rid¬ 
den by Evan’s stable 
jockey Paul Moloney 
and went off a 4-1 
chance. 

Twenty four hours 
earlier at Ffos Las, 

Evan had been success¬ 
ful with 10-1 chance 
Lava Lamp and 
MakeThe 

MostOfTomorrow who 
went off the 11-4 
favourite; both were 
ridden by Adam 
Wedge. 

Western Kate, a 10-1 
chance, won the opener 
at Newton Abbot for 
John Flint who trains at 
Kenfig Hill. 

Western Kate was 
ridden by Mr Flint’s 
son Tom. 


YSTRADOWEN 

POINT-TO-POINT 

Racegoers will be 
flocking to Ystradowen 
on Saturday for the 
annual Glamorgan Hunt 
Steeplechases, and an 
exciting day’s steeple¬ 
chasing is promised 
over this unique twisty 
and undulating course; 
there are 94 entries and 
racing gets under way at 
2pm. 

Meanwhile, Mrs Rae 
Jones’s Howick course 
specialist Up There, 
who is qualified with 
the Pentych Hunt, land¬ 
ed the men’s open race 
at the Curre & 

Llangibby meeting in a 
time that was some 13 
seconds slower than 
when the 11-year-old 
had won the equivalent 
race over the popular 
Howick course a fort¬ 
night earlier. 

On that occasion. Up 
There beat Interpleader 
by half-a-length and the 
winning distance this 
time was exactly the 
same - only it was 
Udeman (Alan Johns) 
who gained the runner- 
up spot with 
Interpleader (Marc 
Barber) a further three 
lengths away in third 
place. 

The winner and the 
runner-up, who were the 
joint favourites, jumped 
the last almost together. 

Up There, trained by 
Nicky Sheppard, was 
the first leg of a family 
double as Rae’s father 
David Davies, of 
Pontypridd, won the 
Dodson & Horrell 
PPOAR Club Members’ 
Race for novice riders 
with his West Bay at the 
South Herefordshire 
meeting. 

Beth Roberts’ 

Chesnut Annie (Sally 
Randell) made it 30 
wins between the flags 
- she has also won two 
hunter chases - when 
winning the ladies’ open 
race. 

Annie’ had a long 
lead two fences from 
home but 

Screenscrapper (Alice 
Mills) finished so fast 
that the winning margin 


was just three parts of a 
length. 

Joseph Williams (19) 
riding his mother Joan'’s 
Quintero, a former 
inmate of Evan 
Williams’ yard, beat 
solitary rival Cottage 
Witness (Joe Ponting) to 
land his third members’ 
race. 

Mark Wilesmith won 
the PPORA Club 
Members’ Condition 
Race on the Erench- 
bred OpenDitch, who at 
one time was with 
David Pipe, and the 
promising five-year-old 
course winner Molan 
Labe, partnered by 
Welsh champion John 
Mathias, had three 
lengths to spare over 
GrandTurgeon (Jane 
Williams) after the pair 
had jumped the last 
together. 

Abergavenny's Chris 
West (21) chalked-up 
his first win in just 
seven rides when win¬ 
ning the first part of the 
first division of the 
maiden on Kilshanna. 
Nick Williams took the 
second part on syndi¬ 
cate horse Minella For 
Suir but when asked for 
the name of the horse 
on weighing-in, didn’t 
know it! 

Bradley Gibbs, ama¬ 
teur at Tim Vaughan’s 
Vale of Glamorgan 
yard, won the open 
maiden race division 
two on Dave Worgan’s 
Augustus Gibbons. 

Augustus Gibbons, 
who is by Oscar, is 
trained by Tim’s wife 
Abbi and took up the 
running a long way 
from home to score by 
12 lengths from Beth’s 
Star (Tom Weston). 

It was good to see 
former point-to-point 
rider and steward 
Joanne Hawkins making 
an appearance at 
Howick after all the 
operations she has 
undergone during her 
recent illness and, all 
going well, Joanne, who 
is surely the best turned 
out steward in the coun¬ 
try, will be continuing 
her duties in a few 
months time. 
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Winners Martin David and Robert Lloyd with the sponsor Glyn Watts-Jones 
and society captain Lyn Thomas. 


Martin defends his title 
in style at Southerndown 


THE opening meet¬ 
ing of the year of 
the Glamorgan 
Farmers’ Golf 
Society was held 
recently at 

Southerndown Golf 
Club, when mem¬ 
bers and guests 
gathered to witness 
the traditional 
drive-in of their 
recently elected 
captain, Lyn 

Thomas. 

Despite the added 
pressure of being sur¬ 
rounded by the majority 
of the 44 competitors in 
the day’s event, captain 
Lyn rose to the occasion 
by hitting a fairway 
splitting drive 168 
yards up the middle of 
the fairway to the 
applause of the assem¬ 
bled crowd. 

One of the early 
starters was Neil 
McLean who, follow¬ 
ing his many excellent 
performances last year, 
again started in fine 
style reaching the turn 
with 19 stableford 
points. 

Despite failing to 
score on the short par 
three 14th hole, Neil 
accumulated another 17 


CO WBRIDGE 
under-13s travelled 
to old rivals 
Rumney and lost 
narrowly by three 
tries to two. 

The opening 

exchanges were dominat¬ 
ed by Cowbridge and it 
came as no surprise when 
the visitors opened the 
scoring after just five 
minutes, when outside 
half Cai Evans provided 
a quick offload to wing 
Sean Davies who ran 40 
metres down the blind 
side, outpacing his oppo¬ 
site number, to score in 
the corner. 

Good defensive work 
from the Cowbridge back 
row and intelligent tacti¬ 
cal kicking by the backs 
kept the home side at bay 
until midway through the 
half when the Rumney 
left wing gathered a 
loose ball to score an 
opportunist try. 

The try was uncon¬ 
verted to leave the sides 
level at half time. 

Rumney controlled the 


points on the back nine 
to finish with a very 
respectable 36 points. 

Unfortunately for 
Neil, Martin David, the 
defending champion of 
the coveted 

Southerndown Cup was 
also hitting form and 
securing a par on the 
389 yard par four 16th 
hole was to prove cru¬ 
cial. 

A final score of 37 
points enabled Martin 
to win by one point. 

The day’s generous 
sponsor, Glyn Watts- 
Jones, finished third 
with 33, and Griff 
Morgan fourth with 31. 

In the guest section, 
Robert Lloyd scored a 
very impressive 37 
points to take first 
prize, followed by 
Gareth Perkins, who 
scored 33; Bryan 
Edwards finished third 
with 31. 

Nearest the pin on 
the par three holes were 
Neil McLean (twice), 
Bryan Wadham and 
also a very relieved Reg 
Davies, whose tee shot 
on the 193 yard seventh 
appeared to be heading 
for a memorable hole in 
one before coming to 
rest just a few feet from 
the flag. 


first ten minutes of the 
second half, scoring two 
quick tries, one convert¬ 
ed, to leave Cowbridge 
chasing the game in the 
last ten minutes. 

To their credit, 
Cowbridge fought back 
bravely and with five 
minutes remaining, 
Tomos Evans-Williams 
squeezed in at the comer 
for a well-deserved try. 

The final few minutes 
belonged to Cowbridge, 
but despite some fine 
probing runs from the 
base of the scrum by 
Osian John and some 
questionable decisions 
by the referee, they were 
unable to break down the 
Rumney defence. 

Outstanding in the 
backs were Rhys 
Barnard, Michael 

Thomas and Joe Nott, 
and in the forwards 
Charlie Martin, Ben 
Terry and Duncan Ace 
were prominent through¬ 
out. Einal score, 
Cowbridge 10, Rumney 
17. 

ML 


Newly-elected vice 
captain Gwyn Thomas 
once again featured in 
the winners enclosure, 
this time by correctly 
guessing the distance of 
the captain’s opening 
drive. 

For the second 
month running David 
Williams secured the 
longest drive prize and 
Islwyn Rees collected 
the ‘Premier Turf’ 
sponsored bottle of 


COWBRIDGE 
under-14s travelled 
to Tonyrefail in the 
quarter finals of the 
Blues Cup. 

Cowbridge got off to a 
strong start with the two 
packs evenly matched 
but a ball spilled out of 
the side of a scrum and 
the Tonyrefail number 8 
sprinted over to score 
much against the run of 
play - the try was con¬ 
verted. 

Cowbridge hit back 
quickly with a try from 
Tom Lucas that was con¬ 
verted by the reliable 
Eugene Richards. 

The game became 
very tight and penalties 
became the order of the 
day, Eugene Richards 
popping one over just 
before halftime to give 
Cowbridge a 10 - 7 lead. 

Eugene kicked 


COWBRIDGE 
under-lls recently 
played host to 
Rumney RFC; pre¬ 
vious matches have 
been evenly 

matched and well 
contested, albeit 
usually very wet! 

Barny broke the dead¬ 
lock with a silky smooth 
try in the corner follow¬ 
ing loan’s trademark 
‘double dummy.’ loan 
then converted the try. 

Rumney came back 
strongly from the restart, 
and put the Cowbridge 
defence under a lot of 
pressure, forcing errors 
which led to a lot of 
scrappy possession. 

Only some outstand¬ 
ing driving defence by 
Luke, and crunching 
tackles by Lewis and Ben 
maintained the 


whiskey, when correct¬ 
ly guessing 17 golf 
balls would spend the 
night resting in one of 
the many gorse bushes 
that are a feature of this 
course. 

The society’s next 
meeting is scheduled 
for Thursday, March 
29, on the Button 
course at Cottrell Park, 
and will be sponsored 
by Hire One Ltd. 

TMcC 


Cowbridge into a 13 - 7 
lead just after half-time 
and a Joe Davies try 
made the scores 18-7. 

Tonyrefail were not 
finished and scored a last 
minute disputed try to 
make the final score 18 - 
12 to Cowbridge. 

The under-14s now go 
through to the semi finals 

a big thank you to 
Tonyrefail RFC for their 
hospitality. 

Team - George 
Thomas, Tom Evans, Jac 
Davies, Jack Anderson, 
Fraser McGhan, Ed 
Couzens, Ellis Poulden, 
Luke John, Ben Jones, 
Josh Brace, Joe Davies, 
Tom Lucas, Matt Harper, 
Ashford Thomas, Rian 
Thomas, Nathan Robson, 
Pete Anderson, Eugene 
Richards, Gabe Newham, 
Liam Sloane. 


Cowbridge advantage at 
half time. 

The start of the second 
half saw more sustained 
Rumney pressure, which 
eventually paid divi¬ 
dends with an excellent 
kick through by the 
Rumney full back, which 
the Cowbridge defence 
failed to deal with, lead¬ 
ing to a simple try which 
was converted by loan. 

Bamy and Ben found 
two Rumney props lost 
out on the wing, and put 
Reuben away for his 
trademark charge to the 
line, and this was also 
converted by loan. 

Cowbridge managed 
to hang on for victory - 
congratulations to both 
sides for an exciting 
game of rugby. 

Full time score: 
Cowbridge 14, Rumney 
7. GJ 


Rumney edge 
out under-13s 


UNDER-14s’ 
CUP SUCCESS 


GD 

Local under-lls 
tested by Rumney 


Tense finish to tennis 
season for seconds 


COWBRIDGE’S second 
team travelled to Stow 
Park, Newport for their 
final game of the season 
knowing that a win would 
secure second place and 
promotion. 

With the pairings of .John 
Edwards and Paul Wilby and 
Henry Mehta and Harry Harpin, 
play got under way in conditions 
that were perfect and a taste of 
summer tennis to come. 

High expectations were quick¬ 
ly dispelled after play came to an 
abrupt halt in the two H’s game 
after just 4 points played. Henry, 
troubled recently by muscle pulls, 
had yet again injured himself, 
straining his hamstring and in 
considerable pain and discomfort 


had to retire. 

The outcome of the retirement 
of our first pair meant that Stow 
had a lead of two matches with¬ 
out having to complete a set. The 
task ahead for John and Paul was 
a daunting one which never-the- 
less they set about with determi¬ 
nation. 

A shaky start by Paul was 
more than compensated for by the 
solid play of his experienced part¬ 
ner John. 

Gradually both began to wear 
down their opposition and in the 
end comfortably won their first 
round 4-6, 3-6. One down and 
one to go, if they could win this 
one a draw was on the cards. 

With both players now adapt¬ 
ing to the unfamiliar artificial 
grass surface and bright sunlight 


they proceeded to quickly dis¬ 
patch the second pairing of Stow 
3-6, 1-6 and secure the six points 
needed to be tied with Chepstow 
in second place in the league. 

The team now have to wait for 
Tennis Wales to ratify the points 
to decide the promotion places 
but the signs are that we have 
missed out on game difference 
only. 

Whatever the outcome it has 
been a good winter season for the 
2 nds who have proved that they 
can produce competitive tennis. 

The summer season will get 
under way at the beginning of 
May, anyone interested to play 
competitive league tennis should 
get in touch with club captain Ian 
Duggan on 01446 771878. 

PW 


COWBRIDGE UNDER-12S ROUND-UP 


Team canter to victory 


IN splendid sunshine, an evenly contested 
opening few minutes between Cowbridge 
under-12s and Kenfig Hill saw the stalemate 
broken when quick ruck ball was spun out 
along the back-line and winger Harrison 
Ashby ran in a try from within his own half. 

Further good work by the Cowbridge forwards 
supplied a succession of quick ball to the backs. 

Entertaining win 


ONE of the most 
entertaining games 
of the season, 
between Cowbridge 
and Pencoed under- 
12s began with a 
competitive passage 
of play with both 
packs of forwards 
being physical in the 
rucks. 

Cowbridge soaked up 
a lot of pressure before 
centre Max Cunnington 
punched a hole in the 
Pencoed defence and off¬ 
loaded to full back Evan 
Williams for the opening 
try. 

The home team's 
efforts gathered momen¬ 
tum and with outside half 
Rhys Bradshaw and cen¬ 
tre Rhydian Williams 
influential, the opportu¬ 
nities appeared for 
winger Harrison Ashby 
to secure a hat-trick of 
well worked tries before 
half time. 

These were comple¬ 
mented by a fine try by 


Rhydian Williams. 

In the second half the 
Pencoed team secured a 
try but it was Cowbridge 
who registered the last 
score when the ball 
squirted out from a ruck 
and the quick thinking 
Max Lucas scooped it up 
and drove over the line. 

This was a great team 
performance but a lot of 
credit must go to the for¬ 
wards who were magnif¬ 
icent. 

The front row of Jake 
Griffiths, Max Lucas and 
William Davies compet¬ 
ed well against bigger 
opponents and all three 
tackled tenaciously. 

Ellis Simon and 
Cameron Roy were great 
in the second row and 
carried the ball well. In 
the back row, Dylan 
Cottle, Jac Roberts and 
Sam Corkill were quick 
to the break down and 
secured several turn¬ 
overs. The final score a 
well earned 30 points to 5 
victory. TGD 


Under-14s 
come close 


COWBRIDGE 
under-14 Warriors 
travelled to 

Windmill Lane to 
face a well drilled 
Llantwit team in 
this season’s round 
robin cup competi¬ 
tion. 

The Cowbridge boys 
seemed overawed by 
their machine-like oppo¬ 
nents as Jac Davies 
picked the ball out of the 
net three times, conced¬ 
ing two soft goals and 
one excellent goal - 
however, Cowbridge 
hadn’t played that badly 
but were 3-0 down at the 
turn. 

Following a frantic 
regrouping at half time, 
the Warriors played 
some excellent football. 


with attacks beginning to 
build down the left hand 
side. 

Ben Jones, Rian 
Thomas, Aled Evans and 
Max Lloyd deserve a 
mention, allowing 
Cowbridge to get them¬ 
selves back in the game. 

A well-taken goal 
from the frustrated Jo 
Davies and a delicate 
second by Corey Brooks 
had Cowbridge pushing 
forward in a forlorn 
attempt to redeem their 
lacklustre first half per¬ 
formance, but they had 
left themselves too much 
to do, and despite win¬ 
ning the second half 2-0, 
it was a 3-2 defeat, but 
with a second half per¬ 
formance that the boys 
can be proud of. 

RO/IL 


Some clean passing and some sparkling play by full 
back Evan Williams and the powerful Max 
Cunnington in the centre, provided the opportunity 
for winger Luc Beatie to score two well deserved 
tries. 

Then followed one of those magical moments that 
we have come to expect from outside half Rhys 
Bradshaw as he took a pass on his half-way line and, 
with brilliantly balanced running, carved a pathway 
through the opposition to the tryline. Some great 
drives from Ellis Simon and Max Lucas again took 
play into the opposition’s 22, and winger Harrison 
Ashby found his way to the try-line to take the half¬ 
time score to 33 - 0. 

The second half opened with Rhys Bradshaw 
again performing a magnificent, meandering move, 
which drew in the opposition before he passed the 
ball to Morgan Gore to score a try. Kenfig Hill 
responded with a concerted effort towards the home 
tryline but tremendous tackling from Sam Corkill, 
Jac Roberts and William Davies brought them to an 
abrupt halt. 

The next try resulted from loose play with centre. 
Max Cunnington, picking up the ball and scything 
his way through defenders to score. A minute later, it 
looked like Max would score again, but within inch¬ 
es of the line he was brought down but popped the 
ball up to Angus James who crossed the line. 

Further good work by forwards Tom Coates and 
Sam Bluck drew in the defenders and provided an 
opening for Harrison Ashby to score his third try. 
However, not content with just a hat-trick, a couple 
of minutes later the impressive winger ran in his 
fourth try and with the following conversion, the 
final score was 64 - 0. 

Scorers: Tries; Harrison Ashby (4), Luc Beatie 
(2), Morgan Gore, Rhys Bradshaw, Max 
Cunnington, Angus James. Conversions; Morgan 
Gore (3), Evan Williams (2), Rhys Bradshaw, loan 
Lewis. GD 


A special golf 
charity challenge 


THE RSPB is look¬ 
ing for golfers who 
are willing to take 
on a marathon one- 
day charity chal¬ 
lenge - 72 holes in 
one day around four 
top local courses. 

Entitled the ‘RSPB 
Cymru Dawn Chorus’, it 
will take place on 
Monday, 18 June, start¬ 
ing at dawn at Radyr 
Golf Club, and finishing 
at Cardiff Golf Club at 
sunset, with a full round 
at both Whitchurch and 
St Mellons Golf Clubs in 
between. 

Sue Pickin, senior 
community fundraiser 
for RSPB Cymru said: 
“Today, some of our 
most loved wildlife and 
wild places face grave 
threats. 

“Farmland and wood¬ 
land birds in Wales are in 
huge decline, and RSPB 
Cymru’s special sites are 
in dire need of invest¬ 


ment. 

“Everyone needs to 
act now so that everyone 
in Wales, young and old, 
get to experience the full 
wonder of nature.” 

She continued: “By 
entering a team of three 
to play all day in our 
dawn chorus event, 
you’ll have fun and sup¬ 
port the vital work at the 
same time. 

“The maximum num¬ 
ber of teams for this 
event is 12, and alloca¬ 
tions will made on a first 
come, first served basis. 

“Anyone interested 
should telephone me on 
02920 353009 or email 
sue.pickin @ rspb.org. uk 
to reserve a place. The 
entry fee is £250 per 
team, which covers the 
cost of green fees and on 
the day costs, but does 
not make a profit for us. 

“Therefore, we would 
ask that each team raise 
as much sponsorship for 
the event as possible.” 
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Under-9s in narrow loss 


Cowhridge Under-9s 3 

Kenfig Hill Mini Mules 4 

ON Sunday March 11, Cowhridge under- 
9s played Kenfig Hill mini-Mules. 

Cowhridge sustained a couple of injuries due to 
their efforts in defence. 

Shortly after, Kenfig Hill scored their first try. 
Kenfig Hill recovered the hall and attacked again. 
This was stopped hy an excellent tackle from Harry 
Whittaker. 

Finally, Cowhridge started to play and the period 
shortly before half-time was much more even with 
Jake Williams scoring a try after a period of pressure 
Kenfig Hill scored a further try and then Charlie 
Locke rounded off a good phase of passing move¬ 
ment. 

The second half started with defences on top but 
the deadlock was broken by Kenfig Hill’s number 
12 , who scored a brilliant individual try with a show 


DC Cup glory 
for the Vale 


BRIDGEND hosted 
the Vale for this 
quarter final of the 
DC Thomas Cup at 
Pencoed RFC’s 
ground. 

Bridgend began 
strongly kicking long 
into the Vale’s half. 
Desperate defence 
seemed to thwart every 
possible try for the 
home side with great 
tackling by Iwan 
Hadfield, Barney 
Langdon and Evan 
Thomas stopped the ball 
being passed along the 
Bridgend threequarters. 

Mikey Bosley was 
then in the clear to run 
in a try only for the final 
pass to be short. 

The scores were 
opened with a great 


move from the Bridgend 
side and the Vale went 
into the half behind 5-0. 

The visitors started 
strongly but just could 
not get over the line. 
Their forwards now 
began to compete at the 
breakdowns and some 
quick ball began to flow 
to these talented backs. 

Soon after Ruben 
Williams finished off a 
great forward display to 
level the scores. 

Tension was building 
as the clock ran down as 
a draw would mean the 
away side went through. 

Cleverly the Vale 
kicked deep into the 
Bridgend's 22 and the 
whistle blew to the roar 
of the visitors support¬ 
ers. 

MB 


and go, which sent everyone apart from him the 
other way. 

The ball was turned over after the restart and loan 
Davies’ second tremendous try-saving tackle kept 
Cowhridge in touch. 

Cowhridge were now starting to move the ball, 
culminating in a try for Aled, who capped off a big 
physical effort with a break down the middle. 

Sadly, a missed tackle led to a winning try for 
Kenfig Hill. 

Cowhridge Under-9s 2 

Kenfig Hill Mini Mules 5 

The second game saw Cowhridge take the 
lead with a strong break and score by 
Tom Johnson. 

Kenfig Hill scored their first try through weak 
tackling. Dewi Williams was not to be denied and 
got over the line to take Cowhridge into the lead at 
the break. 

Cowhridge had played well before half-time and 
deserved to go in in the lead. 

Unfortunately, as Kenfig Hill strengthened their 
team, players continued to drop off tackles leading 
to four second-half tries. 

Special mention to Elis Greenwood who worked 
tirelessly throughout. 

Squad: Iwan-Thomas Bartle, Sam Coates, Harry 
Crane, loan Davies, James Davies, Jay Downes, 
James Gilvear, Matthew Gilvear, Elis Greenwood, 
David Harris, Robbie Hawkins, Ellis Howell, Harri 
Howkins, Oliver Jarmain, Tom Johnson, Aled 
Leitch, Charlie Locke, Joe Marshman, McKinley 
Parsons, Tom Pugh, Jack Reilly, Harry Whittaker, 
Dewi Williams, Jake Williams and Rhys Williams. 

A week earlier, Cowhridge had suffered two close 
defeats to Rumney, by 1-4 and 2-6 scorelines. JS 


I COWBRIDGE RFC ROUND-UP | 

The serious stuff starts 
with promotion on offer 


WITH the Grand 
Slam secured it's 
back to the serious 
stuff of Division 5 
South Central and 
the visit of Tonna 
RFC to the Athletic 
Ground this 
Saturday. 

After a close first 
half Cowhridge even¬ 
tually won comfort¬ 
ably 23 - 9 at Tonna in 
October and will be 
looking for a repeat 
performance. 

Tonna lie in sixth 
place in the table, 13 
points behind 
Cowhridge, and a 
bonus point is a must 
if we are to put any 
pressure on second 
placed Cefn Cribbwr. 

There are just six 
games left and follow¬ 
ing the Tonna game 
we visit South Wales 
Police at Waterton 
Cross on March 31 


followed by a crunch 
home game against 
Cefn Cribwr on April 

7. 

It’s up to Blaengarw 
on April 14 and finally 
two home games - 
Rhigos on April 21 
and a rearranged fix¬ 
ture against Ogmore 
Vale on April 28. 

So, come and sup¬ 


port the boys in the 
run in as we try to 
overtake Cefn 
Cribbwr. 

On the morning of 
the French game 
Cowhridge hosted 
Astas Rugby Club 
from Paris. 

A strong Cowhridge 
XV overcame the visi¬ 
tors 24 - 7 with three 


tries for flying wing 
Liam Rowland and a 
try for Steve 
Birchenough. 

Well done boys and 
thanks to everyone for 
providing a warm wel¬ 
come to Astas, espe¬ 
cially John Powell and 
John Griffiths for all 
their hard work. 

RV/RK 


Maria’s world record 


EXTREME temperatures are 
no bar to Wales’ adventure 
racer Maria Leijerstam. 

She has been biking on ice at Cardiff 


250km in six days in -i-40°C: “Having 
survived a warm challenge I just have 
to see if I can withstand a cold one 
too,” said Maria. 

When Maria completes this cycle on 


Ice Rink in preparation for her 600km ^^e largest fresh water lake in the 
race across Siberia’s frozen Lake world, she will become the first solo 
Baikal where temperatures can dip as woman to have done so. 


low as minus 40°C and winds can blow 
at 200mph. 


Maria is raising money for 
Alzheimer’s Society; please help her by 


Maria has already completed the donating www.justgiving.com/leijer- 
Marathon des Sables where she ran stam 


Cowbridge under-lls 
win with some style 


ON a glorious spring morning, 
Cowbridge under-lls took on 
a brave Kenfig Hill under-lls 
team. 

Cowbridge started off in great style, 
moving the Kenfig Hill defence from 
one side of the field to another. 

Lewis Hawke had some space and 
managed to score in the corner - a 
great start by the boys as loan 
Williams converted. 

Consistent pressure saw the second 
try of the game created. The 
Cowbridge team wouldn’t allow 
Kenfig Hill team to get out of their 22, 
and it was after a quick turnover by 
lestyn Fenn that Reuben Williams 
gathered the ball to feed Barny 
Langton-Cryer to crash over; loan 
Williams converted. 

The Kenfig Hill team seemed to 
lose some confidence after this score 
and following a mistake loan Williams 
pounced on the ball and offloaded to 
Reuben Williams for an easy run in, 
without a defensive hand being laid on 
him; loan Williams converted. 


Straight from the kick-off of the 
second half Luke Martin gathered the 
ball and set off on a great run. The ball 
came back quickly following good 
clearing out by lestyn Fenn. loan 
Williams fed Evan Thomas who found 
Reuben Williams lurking in the inside 
centre position for a simple run in; 
loan Williams converted. 

This fourth try did not end Kenfig 
Hills spirits, and they came back just 
as hard at Cowbridge. But once again 
the fact that Cowbridge defended so 
hard to prevent their try line being 
breached is indicative of the team’s 
ethos. 

Following an intense period of 
Kenfig Hill pressure, Cowbridge were 
awarded a penalty five metres from 
their own line. A quick tap and Reuben 
Williams ran the length of the field for 
his hat trick try. loan Williams con¬ 
verted. 

Final score, Cowbridge under-lls 
35, Kenfig Hill under-lls 0. 

GJ 
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GROVE ESTATES 




THE PASTURES, BARRY 

• 2 bedroom end link in popular 
cul-de-sac location 

• Gas central heating 

• Double glazed 

• Driveway 

• Offered with vacant 
possession & no chain 


£92,500 



BUTTRILLS ROAD, BARRY 

A generously sized 2 double 
bedroom ground floor flat 

• Gas central heating & 
double glazed 

• Communal front & 
rear gardens 

• Viewing highly recommended 
No ongoing chain 



COLCOT ROAD, BARRY 

3 bedroom bay fronted 
semi detached 
Conservatory 
Gas central heating & 
double glazed 
Driveway 

In need of cosmetic upgrade 
throughout. 

Cffered with vacant possession 
& no chain 


£128,950 



MOREL STREET, BARRY 

A well presented 3 bedroom 
property in a popular location 
of Barry 

Gas central heating & 
double glazed 

Some original features remain 
Viewing highly recommended 


£105,000 



GLADSTONE ROAD, BARRY 

• 4 Bedroom end terrace bay fronted 
property in popular location 

• Gas central heating & 
double glazed 

• 3 reception rooms 

• Garage with rear lane access 

• Many original features remain 

• Offered with vac ant possession 
& no chain 


£165,000 



BRYN AWEL, BARRY 

• 4 bedroom detached property 
in popular location 

• Gas central heating 
& double glazed 

• Detached garage & driveway 

• Spacious gardens 

• Views across Bristol Channel 


£244,950 




PLAS ESSYLLT, SUNNYCROFT 
LANE, DINAS POWYS 

• Immaculately presented 2 bedroom 
1st floor maisonette 

• Gas central heating & double glazed 

• Private front & rear gardens 

• Balcony with views over Dinas Powys 
towards Llandough 

• Off road parking to front 

• Set on no through road, offering short 

to 

semi-rural mmKwSwBi 
woodlands 




LLAN FARM, BARRY 

• An extended 5 bedroom detached 
property dating back to approx 1700’s | 

• Landscaped front & rear gardens 
set on approx 1/3 of an acre 

• Set in quiet semi-rural location 

• Off road parking with double garage 

• Gas central heating & double glazed 

• Offered freehold 


£299,000 


IWINSTON ROAD, BARRY 

• 3 bedroom semi detached 
property in popular location 

• Gas central heating & 
double glazed 

• Driveway to front 

• Front & rear gardens 

• Cffered freehold with vacant 
possession & no chain 


RENTALS 


Gladstone Road, Barry 

2 Bedroom 1st floor flat in 

popular location. GCH. DG. 
Unfurnished £525 pern 

Barry Road, Barry 

1 Bedroom 1st floor flat, GCH, 
DG. Unfurnished £400pcm 
St Mary’s Avenue, Barry 

3 Bedroom bay fronted 

property. GCH, DG. 
Unfurnished. £600pcm 

Broad Street, Barry 

2 Bedroom ground floor flat. 

GCH & DG. Conservatory. 
Unfurnished. £425 pern 


Main Street, Barry 

2 Bedroom ground floor flat. 
GCH & Partial DG. 
Unfurnished. £400 pern 

Kingsland Crescent, Barry 

1 Bedroom first floor flat in 

popular location. GCH & DG. 
Unfurnished £425 pem 

Davies Street, Barry 

2 Bedroom property in popular 

location. GCH & DG. 
Unfurnished £525 pem 

Courtney Road, Barry 

3 Bedroom maisonette in 

popular location. GCH & DG. 
Unfurnished £460 pem 


01446 747474 W salcsigc-grovc.co uk 


vAVkv c-grovc co.uk 
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Starling Road ST ATHAN 

2 Bedrooms 
Ideal Starter Home 
Off Road Parking 

Call Simon 01446 791963 


£89,995 



Starling Road ST ATHAN 

3 Bedrooms 
West Camp Location 
Off Road Parking 

Call Simon 01446 791963 


£109,950 



Drake Close St Athan 

3 Bedrooms 

Backing Onto The Golf Club 
Family Home 

Call Simon 01446 791963 


£113,950 




Gileston Road ST ATHAN 

2 Bedrooms Plus Nursery 
View of the Fields 
Conservatory 

Call Simon 01446 791963 


£137,950 



St Michaels Close ST ATHAN 

4 Bedrooms 

Updated And Modernised 
View From The Verandah 

Call Simon 01446 791963 


£229,950 


k: 



Byron Court LLANTWIT MAJOR 

2 Bedrooms 

First Floor Retirement Flat 
Residential Warden 

Call Simon 01446 791963 


£89,950 


Rhoose 01446 711900 

Llantwit Major 01446 792020 
Barry 01446 700007 

sales@chris-davies.co.uk 

award winning 
estate agent Since 1989 

ADVERTISE 
YOUR PROPERTY ON 
THIS PAGE 



Castle Close LLANTWIT MAJOR 


3 Bedrooms 
16' Lounge 

Ideal First Time Purchase 

Call Simon 01446 791963 


£117,500 



llltyd Avenue LLANTWIT MAJOR 

4 Bedrooms 
End Terraced House 
South Facing Rear Garden 

Call Simon 01446 791963 


£167,500 



Grange Gardens LLANTWIT MAJOR 

5 Bedrooms 
Family Home 
No Onward Chain 

Call Simon 01446 791963 


£239,950 



Church Meadow LLANTWIT MAJOR 

3 Bedrooms 
Conservatory 
Off Road Parking 

Call Simon 01446 791963 


£127,495 



Wimbourne Close LLANTWIT MAJOR 

3 Bedrooms 
No Onward Chain 
Low Maintence Garden 

Call Simon 01446 791963 


£179,950 



Coihugh Park Llantwit Major 

3 Bedrooms 

Modern High Spec Kitchen 
Backing onto Fields 

Call Simon 01446 791963 


£289,000 



Leigh Close LLANTWIT MAJOR 

3 Bedrooms 
Double Fronted 
No Onward Chain 

Call Simon 01446 791963 


£134,950 



Four Acre LLANTWIT MAJOR 

4 Bedrooms 
Refurbished Throughout 
75ft South Facing Rear Garden 

Call Simon 01446 791963 


£189,950 



Ty Gadlys LLANMAES 

4 Bedrooms 

Detached Family Residence 
Individually Designed 

Call Simon 01446 791963 


£435,000 


Lets! 


Ty Levant, Barry 

Furnished 1 bed ground floor flat 
Brook Street, Barry 

£475 pern 

Unfurnished 2 bed ground floor flat 
Magpie Road, St Athan 

£480 pem 

Unfurnished 2 bedroom house 

£495 pem 

Lougher Place, St Athan 

Unfurnished 2 bedroom flat 

£495 pem 

Amherst Crescent, Barry 

Unfurnished 1 bed. Ground Floor Flat 
Seapoint,The Knap, Barry 

£495 pem 

Unfurnished 1 bed 2nd Floor Flat 

£495 pem 

Eagle Road, St Athan 

Unfurnished 2 bedroom house 

£525 pem 

Ty Cwmpas, Barry 

Unfurnished 2 bedroom 1st floor flat 

£525 pern 

Courtlands, Barry 

Unfurnished 2 bed first floor flat 

£550 pern 

Murlande Way, Rhoose 

Unfurnished 2 bedroom house 

£550 pern 

Three Ships Court 

Unfurnished 3 bed house 

£795 pern 

Cartref St Donat’s, Llantwit Major 
Grade II Listed detached Farmhouse 

£1,495pcm 

Call today to book a free rental valuation 

01446 792020 

lettings@chris-davies.co.uk 


n /i 11.1 i 





Outskirts of Torrevieja 

2 Bed, 2 Bath. Air Con. 

Beach & Town 5 mins drive. 
Alicante/Murcia 30 mins. 

Call Paul Freephone 0800 135 7503 


£82,950 




rightmove.o 



chris-davies.co.uk 
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L 01446 439 306 
01656 349 281 


www.onevisionltd.co.uk 


VALE DIGITAL 

DIGITAL AERIAL & SATELLITE SERVICES 


-- p- ,-.-,, 

SPECIAL OFFER!!!! 

DIGITAL AERIAL COMPLETE INSTALLATION £65 
EXTRA ROOMS £20 EACH 


TVWALL MOUNTING &TV SET UP &TUNE IN SERVICE 
ALL TYPES OF AERIAL & SATELLITES REPAIRED OR REPLACED 
Tel. TIM on 07772206399 / 01446 793189 ANYTIME 
COMPETITIVE PRICES - FREE ESTIMATES - OAP DISCOUNTS - 7 DAY SERVICE 
JSy COVERING ALL AREAS JSiJ 


TGi]© ^©FoaD 


^ Digital Aerials 
^ Repairs & Upgrades 
^ Affordable Prices 
^ Reliable Service 
^ OAP Discounts 
^ Free Home Visits 

01446 439 124 
07818 413 451 

vwvw.dangraceaerials.co.uk 



Barry Aerials 


Aerial & Satellite Installations 

TV Aerial & Satellite Dish Installation & Repair 

• Poor Reception Fixed 
■C • OAP Discounts 

• Additional TV Points 

• Digital Aerial Installations 
1 • Free Home Visits 

1^4 • Freesat Installations 


LOCAL FRIENDLY PERSONAL SERVICE • ALL AREAS COVERED 

Call us on 01446 439125 



jtal 

Aerials 

Local Digital Aerial 
Specialist 

Digital Aerials Installed & Repaired. 

Set Up and Tune In Service. 

Problems with: 

• Missing Channels • Freezing • Breaking Up 

Call Adrian on 07999 331160 or 
Barry 01446 747875/743267 



The6fiM01446 774484 


§QCPw3iii> 


Are you planning Property 
Maintenance for 2012? 

• General Repairs & Building Work 

• Kitchen & Bathroom Installation 

• Plumbing ‘Tiling • Carpentry • Guttering 

• Burst pipe cal lout from £40 


fern 


No Job 
Too Small! 


Freephone; 0800 612 2806 Mobile: 07927 652 620 
Email: nial@fernpropertydevelopment.com 
www.fernpropertydevelopment.conn 


WELSH 

LIME WORKS 


NATURE AND , 
TRADITION 


/ Lime Render 
/ Lime Plaster 
/ Lime Pointing 
/ Lime Wash 

Tel: 01443 405250 

info@welshlinneworks.conn 


^0 years Experience 

**XLLPR6piSfY*** 

MAINTENANCE 
UNDERTAKEN PLUS 

• Plastering • Roofing 

• Upvc Fascias 
& Guttering 

• Painting • Decking 

‘ Fencing _ 


01446 402830 


MASONWISE 

BUILDERS 

S 01446 742928 

Established since 1979 

• Extensions 

• Disabled Grant Work 

• Roofing & Repairs 

• Conservatories 

• Patio & Drives 

No Job Too Small 
Free Estimates 
masonwise.builders@hotmail.com 
44 Newlands Street, Barry 


iLCORONA-BUILPji 

PROPERTY RENOVATIONS 
BATHROOMS • KITCHENS • CONCRETE WORKTOPS 
AND CABINET SOLUTIONS • NATURAL STONE 
MARBLE • VICTORIAN FLOOR 
UNDER FLOOR HEATING • LIME RENDERING 
PLASTERING AND BRICKWORK EXPERT 

Call 01446 774384 or 07894 388610 

www.mcorona.co.uk • Email mcorona@nve.co.uk 


acKill ©diGfQaODfis 



This fantastic 
offer is for a 
limited time only, 
call us today 

Probably Wales’ Number I for: 
'Blinds 
•Shutters 
•Awnings I solar 
•Canopies bfibcfe 


SOIAR 

I*'in' North Road, Bridgend 

Industrial Estate, Bridgend CF31 3TP 

■ Tel: 01656 663800 

1^ DAYTONA 

^ - Unit 3F, Palmersvale Business Centre, 

Palmerston Road, Barry 

Tel: 01446 740842 

www.solarsunshades.co.uk 



BUND SALE 

OUR NAME IS OUR GUARANTEE 

STARLINE 

AWNINGS & BLINDS 

'NEWSHOWROOMS' UNITS &4 
WESTERN INDUSTRIAL ESTATE CAERPHILLY CF83 1BQ 

www.starlme-blmds.co.uk 


TEL: (029) 2086 0631 


VALE BLINDSiw^iud 

SALE NOW ON 


Vertical Blinds • Roller Blinds 
Venetian Blinds • Roman Blinds 
Velux Blinds • Curtain Rails/Poles 
Repairs & Servicing Undertaken 
Perfect Fit Blinds • Intu B lin ds 


Tel: (01446) 710304 / 07792 733443 



nrMces 




Unit ID, Hepworth 
Park, Coed Cae Lane 
Ind Est, CF72 9DX 

BRIDGEND 
01656 858 143 
CARDIFF 
02921 155009 
LLANTRISANT 
01443 237753 


Roman Blinds 


Vertical Blinds 


bargainblinds_@hotmail.co.uk 
www.bargain I blinds.co.uk 



R.J.T 

PLASTERING 
& GENERAL 
BUILDER 

Flat/Fibre Glass, Roofs, 

Damp Proofing, 

Refurbishments. 

Best Prices. 

Free estimates. 

01446 713737 
or 07920 195775 


See more Services on the next page 


^c?wa©(j 


BARRY & VA1£ DAMP & TIMBER TREATMENT 

SOLVING ALL YOUR DAMP PROBLEMS 



01446 420784 • 07970 642537 


Chimney 

Sweep 

C.R. Jose 

Est. 1965 

The Origiiial Sweep 
Bird Guards Fitted 
HETAS Registered 

Tel 01446 792735 


Clcar^ofP^ 

[| r 

Certified with the 

‘Guild of 
Master Sweeps’ 

Efficient, reliable, no mess. 
Insurance certificates issued. 

Tel. 07890 857238 
google me @ 
guildofmastersweeps 
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Kitchens •Flooring‘Stairs 
Tiling •Maintenance •Patios 
Call Peter 07749 617322 




VfILE CARPETS 

7^ (^Anpet 

corner to^ <f<M 

lOO’s of Carpet & Vinyl samples 
Established since 1980 
Also Carpet, Upholstery Cleaning 

Tel: Paul Wright 
01446 751152 
07811 092477 


STEVE SEGUST 
FLOORING 

Carpet Fitting, Refitting 
& Repair Service Available 
~ Est 1987 ~ 

Choose from the comfort 
of your own home. 

Free quotations, fitting, 
underlay and gripper. 

All types of flooring 
available with a huge range 
of samples to choose from. 
Best prices around. 

Call any time... 

01656 768120 
or 07774 807111 


GUTTER CLEANING 


OI 44 I 74141^^ 

07830 480569 


1st CHOICE 

CLEANING SERVICES 


Clean/Sanitise Carpets 
and Upholstery 
Pet Odour/Stain Removal 
Protective Treatments 
Leather suite cleaned & fed 
Local, reliable & Professional 


01446 737695 
07930 157952 


PAINTING & 
DECORATING 
SERVICES 

Time served, Qualified Professional, 
Fast, Clean and Tidy Worker. 

All Insurance Work Undertaken 


lot! VVUI^ Ul IUt!l lCl^t!l^^^ 

_ & H 

www.nhdecorating.co.uk 


01446 772702 or 07505 979078 


01446 774484 


Blii 

Spring Offer: 

2 Carpets 
cleaned for 
only £25 


Call Graham on 07969 039 358 
bizzybeez@live.co.uk 




John Clissett’s 

PAINTING & DECORATING 

Interior & Exterior 

ESTIMATE 

01446 750625 
07980 691584 


Professional & Affordable 




REPAIR SHOP 

Domestic Appliance Repairs & Spares 
Refurbished Appliances On Sale 
Repairs and spares for 

• WASHING MACHINES 

• COOKERS 

• TUMBLE DRYERS 

• FRIDGE/FREEZERS 

• VACUUM CLEANERS 

All makes including 

HOTPOINT-CREDA- 
CANDY-HOOVER 


ZANUSSI-INDESIT 







^cror-ic^Cirr^ 


Interior & Exterior Work Undertaken 


• Clean, Tidy & Reliable y 

• Insurance Work Undertaken ^ rommerdaC 

• uPVC Soffits, Fascias & Guttering ^ 

01446 771137 & Quotations 

Cowbridge • Mobile: 07973 628842 

e-mail: cdcl37@hotmail.com 


r 

Open 6 days a week Monday - Friday 
8.30am - 5.30pm (1.00pm on Saturday) 


Freephone 

10800 074 33 88 


Owen Electrical 


All Domestic Electrical Work 

• Extra Sockets/Lighting 

• Full/Partial Re-wires 

• Emergency Call outs 

• NICEIC Registered 

• Free Quotations 


07738 618420 
01446 711525 


Dave Reffell 

Electrical Services 

^ ■ 


_ Sckeme 

Free Quotations 

01446 751743 
07743 500149 

dmrefrell@hotmail.co.uk 


HO computer 
Solutions 


• All problems fixed 

• Fast, reliable, on-site service 

• Friendly advice freely given 

• No fix, no fee 

• Free callout 


Tel 01446 773158 
07779 713604 anytime 


AB COMPUTER 
SERVICES 

TUITION - BROADBAND 
WIRELESS NETWORKS 
REPAIRS & INSTAl.l .ATlON 

For home or ofiBce 
Tel: 07811 422 946 

27 High St, Cowbridge 


Computer Problems? 

WE FIX THEM 

cryetol-Tt* 

01446 731231 

Home Visits 
Computer HELP 
when YOU need IT 

Crystal IT Services Ltd 


D.GULUVER“i“' 


Paper Hanging a Speciality 


§ All Internal & External Work 
• No Job too Small 
9 25 Years Experience 
9 Free Estimates 

Tel 01446 403S53 
Mobile: 07914 056255 




COSYWARM 

HEATING Co. 


Electrical Underfloor 
Heating Installers 
& Flooring Specialists 


Free Quotes 

S 01446 795767 
Paul: 07407 458885 
Karen: 07843 158090 


LAING 


Electrical 
Services 

Domestic, Commercial, 
Electrical Installations 
Fire Alarms, Design, 
Installation, 
Maintenance 
N.I.C.E.I.C. Approved 
Competitive prices 

Mobile 07980 712777 


ELECTRICAL 

REPAIRS 


Washing Machines, 
Cookers, Fridge/Freezers, 
Tumble Dryers, Ovens, 
Hobs, Hoods. Built-in or 
Freestanding Appliances. 


APPLIANCE CENTRE 
01446 700206/730884 


mm 


DOIIBLL GLVZING RtPAIRS 

covering Cardiff & The Vale 


• New Installations 

• Broken/Misted Glass Replacements 

• Faulty/Broken Hinges, Handles, Locks 

• Patio Door Problems 

• Draughts/Leaking DoorsAVindows 

• Cat Flaps/Letterboxes 

• Stained Glass Repairs/Replacements 

• Fascias/Guttering/Cladding 




CaU Cheryl on 02920 566694 
or Mobile: 07950 027826 




I .1.. .44 V*L M I iiNMUll 
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MPN Windows, your local Network 
VEKA member is recommended 
by Steve Davis 


* Septic Tank * 
*Cesspit Emptying * 
* TVeatment Plants * 

Floyds is a well 
established service 


07970 809096 
01656 722665 

floyds@homecall.co.uk 

www.sewageand 

drainage.co.uk 


STEVE 

MOLONEY 

Double glazing repairs. 

Hinges, handles, 
misted up sealed units, 
complete repair 
service avad^le. 
Established 1979. 

01656 783594 
or 

07877 558525 


Washing Machines Electric 
Cookers, Tumble Driers, etc 

Repaired in your own home 

Freephone 0800 2984518 
Barry 744117 


S.M.Vaughan 

ELECTRICAL SERVICES , 

ALL ELECTRICAL WORK m|b errs 

UNDERTAKEN I Approved Contraac 

• Rewires • Sockets • Lights, etc 


01446 734733 • Mob 07976 790096 
Unit 11, ly Verlon Ind. Estate, Barry 




REiFIT 

(Established Family Business) 


P J CLARKE 


Bridgend Domestic 
Appliance Repairs 

Washing Machines, Tumble Dryers, 
Dishwashers, etc. Est 1983 
Most makes repaired 
Machines NOT taken away 
Repaired at your own home 
"S Bridgend 659354 07974 120082 


Why renew when you can repair! 
Richard 07518 256743 or 01656 842414 
www.refitlocksmiths.co.uk 


jConiiJplp Ganlrii Seniopsi 

H.V • i( I KIM • mhhS HI IJ-D. Ml iKilA 
KSb UV^ • 9 UiJk. KIM^ ASD KIKB 
THviibimf: 91446 419428 
or 07765 611753 
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Bridce 

Vue V 
Tree Serkces' 


0 % FINANCE 


FREE ^ 

VERTICAL BLINDS | 

V Offer only with this voucher 


Doors,Windows, Conservatories 
Garage Conversions, 

Repairs & Installations 
Prices YOU can’t afford to miss! 






iSSSB 


www.mpnwindows.com 


MPN Upvc Windows & Doors 

01446 439212*01656 648464*02920 508770 

E-Mail: mpnwindows@aol.com 
Bridgend Showroom: Cardiff Showroom: 

I Oa Ewenny Road, Unit 2, Leckwith Rd, 
Bridgend CF31 3HL Cardiff CF11 SAP 
Free conservatory design service available 


Opening hours 9ani to 9pni 7 days a week 


Over 30 Years Experience in all aspects of 
uPVC AND Aluminium window and Door Repair 
Do you have any of the following problems...? 


Misted-up Double Glazing • Broken Hinges 
Seized Patio Door Rollers • Faulty door Locks 
Seized Handles • Draughts • Broken Letter Box • Leaks, etc 
If so phone for a free estimate and advice 


FREEPHONE COWBRIDGE 0800 169 5171 

We offer a competitive and friendly service to the Vale and surrounding area 

TRY US FOR NEW UPVC WINDOWS AND DOORS 
8 am ■ 8 pm (7 days) 


WiNfOMf ne UK 

• Window and Door Repair • 


NDP GARDEN 
and PROPERTY 
MAINTENANCE 

Grass Cutting, Weeding 
Shrubs & Hedges Trimmed, 
Tree Felling, Fencing, 
Patios, Turfing 
Gutters & Facias Cleaned 
Power Washing 
Paddock Topping 

• Free Estimates 

• Reliable Family Team 

01446 773935 
or 07773 992704 


Specialists in 
Large/Dangerous Trees 

FELLING, PRUNING, CROWN 
REDUCTION, THINNING OUT 
AND TOTAL DISMANTLING 


fflGHLY QUALIFIED/INSURED 
SITE CLEARANCE 
- FREE QUOTES - 

Tel: 01446 713857 
or 07921 902729 


Uortkidtuf 


BALES - SERVICE - REPAilS * SPARES 
LAIMV MOtMIIS • moe-ofys • CIMAAVM 
SrRMMfERS 4WO OAROfiN ACCE8SORE8 

fflirrai SERVICE SFECIAU 

Mom miSM ••rvlosi ai 


CowbrMttCFTtTFF 
Tsil 0144$ 778602 
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Arborwood Tree Care 

Tree pruning • Crown lifting 
Tree felling • Dangerous tree work 
Pollarding • Dead wooding • Hedge cutting 
Tree dismantling • Root pruning 
Ground clearance 

Call us for a friendly, free quote. Fully insured. 

Tel: 07910 417471 or 01446 792262 


Ihe, 


r Ltd 


Free estimates, fully insured. 
• Landscaping • Fencing 
• Decking • Hedge Cutting 

• Garden Clearance 

• Patios and Paving 
Call Paul on 01446 

736525 or 07815 319427 
WE ARE QUALIFIED, 
RELIABLE AND LOCAL! 


CONSTANT 

GARDENER 


All aspects of 
Garden Maintenance 
undertaken in a friendly 
and professional manner. 
• Lawn care 

and Maintenance 

• Hedge Trimming 

• Pruning • Planting 
Tel. Phil 01446 744734 

or 07759 272871 


GARAGE DOOR 
SERVICES 

The garage door specialists 


All types of doors 
supplied, fitted & repaired 
Over 15 years experience. 
Same day repairs. 


07783 703366 
01446 743181 

vvww.gdsdoors.co.uk 




]W Bathrooms 


Plumbing • Tiling 
Plastering • Wet Rooms 
Free estimates 
No job too small 


01446 745952 
07852 673413 


01656 720551 
07973 488806 


Roofing 
specialists 

S. MTODLETON&SON 

We cover all aspects of roofing 
including Firestone EPDM Flat Roofing 
Rubber Systems 

www.middletonroofing.co.uk 


<{agS#Cy]£lGD 


Home & Garden Care 

Barry & The Vale 

Handyman Service 

No job too small, free 
quotes, friendly advice. 
Great Prices 

Andy Betts 
Tel 07980 063087 
01446 420059 


HOME 
MAINTENANCE 

Plumbing, Carpentry, 
Tiling, Painting, Locks, 
Catches, Flatpacks, 
Outdoor Pressure 
Cleaning. 

Free Quotes - Low Costs 

07769 874668 
01446 711008 


The Maintenance Team 

• Carpentry • Decorating • Electrical • Fencing 

• Gardening • Jet Washing • Masonry • Painting 

• Plastering • Plumbing • Rubbish Removal 

• Tiling • Tree Surgery • Window Cleaning 

NO JOB TOO SMALL!! 

If you need someone who is reliable, professional 
and can do the work at a sensible price: 

Call Gareth: 01446 794134 (Office) 
07795 363175 (Mobile) 


DOMESTIC 
PLUMBING SERVICE 
Repairs • Installation . 
Tiling • Electrical 
07876 506982 
01446 740176 53440 




CELTIC 
PLUMBING 18 
& HEATING 


All aspects of 
plumbing and heating 
work undertaken 


07973 785339 
07956 887536 


Slating ‘Tiling • Lead Roofs 
• Lead Fabrications/Welding 
EST. over 25 YEARS 

Tel. 01446 773945 
01446 781266 
Mobile 07986 964904 



Heating & 

Plumbing 

Installation 


COMBINATION BOILER & 
LPG SPECIALIST 
Static Homes - Caravans 
Landlord/Gas Safety Certificates 
Competitive Prices 
Reiiabie Service 


01446 796263 or 07814 394378 

www.gaspservices.co. uk 
gaspservices@yahoo.co.uk 302870 




GAM Pluiwbing&Heating 

H ^ M Geoff Maunder, 

H H H Covering the Vale 

I W 07815 097994 24 hrs, or 01446 735681 
r COMBINATION BOILER SPECIALIST 
Annual Boiler Service only £40 _ 

Central Heating Installations 
Boiler Breakdowns • Cookers j^|J 
Bathroom Suites • Showers 
All Work Guaranteed 301616 


B.R.H. 


Oil, Gas & LPG Heating Repairs 
Oil Tank Repairs, 24 hour Service 
4it Log Burners, Solid Fuei, ^ 
Hn»$ Chimney Lining Speciaiist 
OFTEC & Gas Safe Registered 

01446 461994 or 01656 657438 
Call Mobile 07768 367298 


01446 404838 


Si Ivey Roofing 


* New Roofs/Repairs 
• UPVC Guttering & Fascias 
All new roofs covered by a 10 year 
insurance backed guarantee 
FREE ESTIMATES 
www.silyey roof i ng .co. u k 
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Bathroom Suites • Combi Boilers 
Tiling • Servicing • Breakdowns 
Taps & Washers • Radiators 


s 


014^790127 07719 005S20 

i-i** K40 cjma. ocry 


S.M. Vaughan 

HEATING & PLUMBING - DOMESTIC & COMMERCIAL 

• Boilers • Pipework • Radiators . 1 

• Gas Safety Certificates 

• Fires Servicing • LPG Specialists 

• Static Homes/Caravans/Boats 230141 


01446 734733 • Mob 07976 790096 
Unit 11, ly Verion Ind. Estate, Barry 


Services 

0 For all your plumbing ^ 
^ requirements ^ 

i Got a leaky tap, ^ 
f need to move a ^ 
^ radiator, installing a 0 
^ new kitchen, putting t 
g in a bathroom suite, ^ 
g new shower? ^ 


^ ^0777Z383778^ 


JOHN 

SARTAIN 

Plumbing 
& Tiling 




< 


01446 


794266 


M MARTYN 

PLUMBING SERVICES 

Bathrooms, showers, radiators, 
outside taps, washers, power 
flush and any plumbing jobs. 

07526 125982 or 01446 753503 

No job too small. Free quotes. Fully insured^ 



Nice Man, Cheap Van 

(Luton Van with Tail Lift) - Best Prices 

• Removals • Deliveries • Collections 

• Office • Shop • Garage • Relocation 


General Clearance: 

• Houses • Garages • Sheds • Gardens 
• FuUy Licensed Waste Carrier 


Tel: 01446 794279 or 02920 450118 
Mobile: 07570 931487 
WWW. discountvanman. CO. uk 




7 LANEWISE ^ 
DRIVING SCHOOL 


First 3 hours 
from £30 
First 10 hours 
from £120 

FOR TOTAL 
BEGINNERS 


01446 719555 
07798 501267 


lFun-2-Drive 

(passed it? 
Inot yet?? 

IyOU WILL!!! 

I Intensive Courses 
lAvailable 






Driving School Ltd 

• Lessons from £10.99 • Instmctor training 

• Learn from 14 years of age 

• One week crash courses including test 

• Automatic Vehicles now available 

0800 0280 406 

www.catseyesdrivingschool.co.uk 


QQCP\!71]1^V> C^ pag) & 


Instant Repairs 


(Gas) Design, Install, Upgrade, Repair 
No Call Out Fee (Special rates for OAP) 

All work guaranteed 2 years 
The Best, Prompt Service, for Less cost. 

Reg. over 20 years 


CaU 074 299 37290 For immediate response 
or 01446 506242 for next day service 




Cowbridge & Vale 

PLASTERERS 


All Interior and 
Exterior work 
Free Quotes 


Tel. 01446 774899 
0781 685 7935 


All aspects of plastering, 
also building and 
maintenance work 
undertaken. 

Call now for free quote. 

Tel. 07915 390029 


Bonny Tiler 

Wall & Floor Tiling Specialists^ 

Full Bathroom and 
Wetroom installatbn 

Professional, Friendly & Reliable Service 

01446 796582 / 07854 168459 ^ 

www.bonnytiler.co.uk ^1 



ROOFTEC 

ROOFING SERVICE 

New slate/ tile/flat roofs. 
Also fibreglass flat roofs. 
All aspects of uPVC 
guttering, fascias, 
downpipes, etc. 
Chimney/ valley repairs. 
House maintainance 
work carried out. 

No job too small. 
Guaranteed competitive rates. 

Tel. (01656) 722593 
Mobile: 07969 248688. 
Free estimates 

24 hour emergency call out. 



ARDENT 

TELEPHONE 

WIRING 

Local Telephone and 
Broadband Engineer. 
Extensions and Faults. 
Internet 

connection issues. 

Tel 07787 380972 


aixlent.wiring@hotmail.co.uk 






Possibly the 
cheapest Skips 
in South Wales 


Open: Mon-Fri 
7am - 6pm 


REMQVI 




m 


Saturday 
Sam - 1pm 


;ycle 




RE-USE 

13 - 


Hire 


Abacus 

Your local skip hire company 
£10 off second skip if both ordered 
within same calendar month 

Mixed Was 

2 yard £79 

4 yard £99 

5.5 yard £109 
8 yard £149 
16 yard £200 
16 yard (wood only) 

Clean Wood gate fees 0 ton 

Commercial & Demolition Wood £18 per ton 
Deliveries to site must have waste carrier licence. 
Prices not inc. of VAT or permit, if required. 





INST 



SKIP HIRE LTJ 

Mini, Midi & Large Builders Skips 
Delivered and Collected 

DUcount ONLY on 
Hardcore Skips ,4^^ 

^ WASTE COLLECTIONS • 
ALSO AVAILABLE 



Tipper Hire & Digger Hire 
also available 

We Can Help! 

Unit I2F, Atlantic Trading Estate 
Barry CF63 3RF 

Tel. 01446 421072 

Email mstallskiphireltd@hotmail.co.uk 




Sofa icon Ltd. 

Sofas, Chairs, Footstools, Scatters, 
Upholstered Beds and Headboards. 

Repairs, Re-Upholstery undertaken. 

Top quality. Quick turnaround. 
Designer fabrics. Free estimates. 
Showroom: 

14c Western Avenue, Bridgend Industrial Estate. CF31 3RT 
FREE COLLECTION & DELIVERY WITHIN THE GEM AREA 


01656 653004 or 07988 755698 

www.sofaicon.co.uk 
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Cowbridge & Western Vale Group Practice 

Reception Manager 

Initially a full time post 37.5 hours a week to cover 
maternity leave, this post will eventually be a job 
share between two people. 

Essential skills required: 

Reception or customer care experience 
The abiiity to iead and manage a team successfuiiy 
Exceiient communication skiiis 
Be weii presented, personabie and poiite. 

This is a permanent post. Pay scale, AfC Grade 4. 
NHS Pension Scheme. Five weeks annual holiday. 

Closing date for applications April 13th. 

Please apply in writing to: 

Mrs Hold, Practice Manager, Cowbridge Health 
Centre, The Broad Shoard, Cowbridge CF71 7DA. 


Avoid the cell- 

USE A&L! 


tL 




We buy any: 

Car, Van, Lorry, Bus, Scrap Metal etc 

UP TO £20,000 CASH PAID 

We will beat any price locally for: Copper, 
Lead. Brass, Aluminium, Stainless Steel, 
Household Wire, Armour Cable, etc. 

We collect: 
insurance or 3rd party 
writeoffs • Car Shells 
Engines & Gearboxes 

Call US today on 

01446 701707 

(24 Hours) 


[ ONLY 
licensed 
company 
Registered with 
the DVLA and 
Environmental 
Agency in 
Barry 


SBS SALVAGE Ltd 

BEST CfiSH PRICES 

FOR UNWANTED SCRRP 

£1 to £100,000 

Cars, Vans, Heavy iron. Engines, 
Copper, Brass, Lead, Aluminium, etc ... 

All vehicles are disposed of In a correct and legal manner. 

07772 054534 or 01446 421034 


DH Solutions-Cash For Scrap 


ALL VEHICLES BOUGHT FROM 
YOUR HOME OR WORKPLACE, 
FLEXIBLE COLLECTION TIMES. 


£170 minimum 
up to £20,000 


Cas h on collec tion 

All vehicle quotes on a complete vehicle 
basis with factory components. 


£100 JVIINIJVIZJJVI 

any vehicles pre-1993/L Reg 


Batteries & Catalytic Converters Bought 
No wheels? No problem! Open 24 hours 

vvww.dhsolutionscash4scrap.co.uk 


08453 047117/07785 943145 


All MoT 
Failures and 
No Tax 

£100 to 

£ 1,000 

Collect (any distance). 

02920 593732 
07415 851192 


SUTTONS 

Auto Salvage 

Up to £150 paid on 
collection, for scrap, MOT 
faiiures, and tax expired 
vehicies. Aiso body sheiis 
and scrap metais coiiected. 
No wheeis, no probiem. 

Tel: 029 2059 7887 
07971 648596 


Home Care Workers 

Required Full & Part Time 

No experience necessary, to cover 
Penarth & Barry, full driving licence & car 
required. £6.15 to £6.50p/h. Personal care, 
domestic tasks, shopping & meal preparation. 

For immediate Interview: 01446 731281 



SELL YOUR 
HOUSE FAST 
FOR CASH! 

For a confidential chat 
about your options 
call Sandy now on 

01446 439196 



3 bedroom house, 
GCH, unfurnished. 
Bond & References Required 

£700 pcm 

Tel: 01446 773366 




FOUND 
Black Kitten 

Approx 4 months 
old in Cwm Talwg 
area, Barry. 

Tel: 07791 015850 


barry-today.co.uk 

cowbridge-today.co.uk 

llantwit-major-today.co.uk 

porthcawl-today.co.uk 

bridgend-today.co.uk 


L^qcp 

ADVERTISE HERE £12 inc. VAT - box for 2 weeks. To take 
advantage of this offer simply either send in your descrip¬ 
tion along with a cheque for the appropriate amount made 
payabie to The Giamorgan GEM’ at The GEM, Graig 
House, 53 Eastgate, Cowbridge CF71 7EL orteiephone us 
with your wording by 12 noon Tuesday. Aii major credit 
cards accepted. Tei 01446 774484. Advert must contain a 
residentiai iand iine teiephone number. You may aiter your 
advert as items are soid. Sorry no refunds are given. 


Brand new 
wood cot & 
mattress 
£60 ono 

Tel: 01446 711300 


Hetty 

Vacuum 

Cleaner 

Nearly new, 
immaculate condition. 

£60 ono 

Tel: 01446 711300,,/,2 



New 2 seater 
leather sofa £100. 

New single bed & mat¬ 
tress (brand new) £100. 

Hotpoint washing 
machine (used 3 times) 

£150. 

Tel: 01656 890489 


Shaker-style kitchen 

With work surfaces includ¬ 
ing base & wall cupboards 

£250. 

Baumatic Stainless steel 
range cooker £250. 
Antique pine double 
door wardrobe £250. 
Tel: 07717 761465^^^^^ 

Frigidaire 
Fridge £80 
Wyvern cream 
leather 2 seater 
settee £150 

Tel: 01446 775916/ 
07714 720978 


New World 
Gas Cooker 

55cm width, 
high level grill, white, 

25 months old, VGC, 
can be seen working. 

£150 ono 

Tel: 01446 794510^^/13 




^Srk .^de^ndent 
^^meral ^Qectors 


Local 24 hr dedicated 
phone line. 


• Service chapel to seat 
50 or 250 available. 


Call us on 01446 421212 

www.parkfiinerals.co.iik 

7 Tynewydd Rd, Barry, CF62 8HB 


W A Brown Son 


FunaiAl Ditttclocs 


l ,v‘4 »* diyf % 

• p’r c*'ar« 

HDuaie. 

Str#«4, Ll»nfavit MAjor |[g| 
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GRATTON 

Reginald John David 


Peacefully after a very short illness at 
Llandough Hospital on March 14, Reg, formerly 
of Vere Street and Jenner Road, Barry. 

Dearly beloved husband of Muriel, much-loved 
dad of Jane, father-in-law of Den, adored 
grandfather of James, Dawn and her husband Ron, 
great-grandfather of Morgan, Bethan and Ciaran, 
loving brother of Mary. 

Resting at AG Adams and Son, Tynewydd Funeral 
Home, Gladstone Road, Barry until his service in the 
chapel on Monday March 26th at 11am, followed by 
interment at Barry Cemetery at 12 noon. 
Flowers may be sent to the funeral home. 


O’LEARY 

Peter Anthony 

Peacefully at his home after a short illness on March 
17, Peter (landlord of the Victoria Inn, Sigingstone, 
formerly the landlord of The Glenbrook Inn, Barry 
and The Green Dragon, Llancadle) 

Devoted husband of Joan, much loved dad of Anthony 
and Michael, father-in-law of Leona and Beryl, loving 
grandfather of Daniel, Luke, Owen, Jacob, Rhys, Jade 
and Sam. 

Resting at AG Adams & Son, Tynewydd Funeral Home, 
Gladstone Road, Barry, until his reception into 
St Helen’s RC Church, Barry, on Monday March 26 
at 5.30pm for his funeral service on Tuesday March 27 
at 1pm, followed by interment at Barry Cemetery. 
Family flowers only but donations in lieu to Marie Curie 
Cancer Care, Bridgeman Road, Penarth CF64 SYR. 




MOFFTTT 

(nee Moffat) Alison Catherine 


It is with sad regret that we have to report, after a 
battle with illness, Alison passed away at her home in 
New Zealand on Tuesday 12th March. 

She win be sadly missed by family and friends alike. Anyone 
that knew Alison wiU remember her, as she touched peoples lives. 
Of comfort is that she found contentment down in New Zealand 
in her own ‘Shangri La’. She is now reunited with husband 
Peter, together again, and both their ashes wiU be scattered over 
the COOKE Strait, Wellington. 

Our family request that should any of her friends wish to, make 
a donation to the Marie Curie Foundation in her name. 

With love, mother Gwyneth and brothers Lindsay, 

Rob, Andy and families. 


BRADLEY 

(nee Thomas) 

Elizabeth Patricia 

Suddenly on March 16th at home, beloved wife of 
Colin, devoted mother of Emma, Zoe and Sian, loving 
Granny of Amber, Dakoda, Archie, Ava and 
Indianna, daughter of Pat and the late Hubert 
Thomas, sister of Ann, Chris and Sarah, 
mother-in4aw to Donald, Gareth and Liz, Mend to many. 
Funeral Service at St John the Baptist Church 
Llanblethian on Tuesday, March 27th at 2pm followed 
by interment. Wild or cut flowers preferred and may 
be sent to Thomas Brothers, Greengate, Ewenny Road, 
St Brides Major. 




JOHNSON 

Julie Anne Marie 

Peacefully on 19th March in Y-Bwthyn Newydd, 
Bridgend, after a long illness, Julie aged 37 years. 

Much loved wife of Darryl, devoted mum to Lucy and 
Harry, a dearly loved daughter to Sandra and Colin Bale, 
a loving granddaughter to Rose, and loved sister to Karen 
and Mark. Julie will be greatly missed by all who knew 
and loved her. 

Resting at WA Brown & Son, Pembroke House, College 
Street, Llantwit Major. Private family only funeral 
service, but if wished donations for Marie Curie, Holme 
Tower Hospice may be sent to the Funeral Director. 




HARRISON 

Vera Mary 

Peacefully on March 13th, Vera, loving wife 
of the late Harry, much loved mother of 
Sally and Roger, treasured grandmother 
and great grandmother, will be sadly 
missed by all family and friends. 
Funeral Service at Holy Cross Church, 
Cowbridge on Monday, March 26th at 1.15pm 
followed by cremation at Coychurch 
Crematorium. 
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Happy 70th Birthday 
on March 23rd 

Andy Jamieson 

Hope you enjoyed your 
gift of a Grand Slam! 

With love from all your 
family and friends xxx 



Stephanie Ridler 

on March 23, 2012 

All our love, Nanny and 
Bampy Rowlands, 
Nanny Anne and Grampy 
Charles, Auntie Cath 
and children. Auntie 
Helen and Uncle Rob 
and girls xxxx 


Stephanie 

Ridler 

18 on 23rd March, 2012 

With love to 
our Darling 
Daughter Steph 
on your 18 th! 

Lots of love, 
Mum & Dad xxxx 


/j\aLicii)Ow©Gf“saffa©s 




Happy 

40th 

Wedding Anniversary 
( 253 . 2012 ) 
Mum & Dad 

(Jane & Greg Williams) 


I Have a fab day 

Lots of love Sam, Geraint, 
Amanda, Martyn, Colin & 
Dei, Ben, Chloe, Hayley, 
Jake, Dixie & Tommi xxx 




Nissan Micra 

201 998CC 3-Dr 

Met Red, excellent 
condition, Tax & MOT. 

£1,250 ono 
07971 185146 


2003 Peugeot 307 SW 
7 Seater 2.0 Auto 

Bronze, petrol, leather interior, 
12 months MOT, 6 months 
Tax, panoramic sunroof, E/W, 
A/C, reverse backing sensors, 
90,600 miles. 
£2,400 

01446 404141 or 
07814 673733 


BUYING A 
NEW CAR? 

Advertise 
your 
old one 
with us 

Telephone Gareth 

01446 774484 



2000 V Reg 

Ford Escort 

Finesse 5-Dr 

New MOT, 6 months 
tax. 

£575 

01446 793637 or 
07930 945170 ,, 


Ford Focus 
2002 

75,000 miles, FSH, 

1 year road tax. 

£1,500 

01446 793484 
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£20 


A Belter service at a Better price ^ 


4 Wheel 
Laser 
Alignment 

from 

£15 


Servicing from. 

_£69.00 

Diagnostic from. 

_£39.95 

Radio Decodes. 

_£14.99 

Service Valets frm. 

_£20.00 

Full Valets from . 

_£40.00 

Key Programming 


DPF Problems 

ECU Repairs 

Tyres 

Gear Box repairs 

from 

Air Bag Faults 


Brakes and ABS 

£17.95 

All Repair work undertaken 



CAR 

REMAPPING 

£149.00 

Save £££s on 
Fuel Economy 
and Increase 
Performance 


Mileage 

Correction 

Now 

Available 


Follow us on 


facebook 


for Special 
Offers 


Cardiff Road, Barry, Vale of Glamorgan CF63 2NW 
www.abcservicecentre.co.uk 


Tel. 01446 735561 


WE ARE OPEN 

Monday - Friday 8.30 - 5.30 
Saturday 8.30 -13.00 


All major 
credit 
cards 
accepted 


ViSA 


J- J 


i/ailsii* ni 


OVER 100 CARS IN STOCK 




56 BMW X5 3.0 Diesel sport auto 
loads of spec 73k 


07 SAAB 9-3 TiD diesel linear 
Convertible 


55 NISSAN Navara Double Cab 


54 KIA Sportage 2.0 XE 


05 RENAULT Espace 2.2 DCI 
Diesel 


£14.990 


£6,790 


£6,190 


£5,190 


£4,990 






06 SUZUKI Ignis 
55k 


06 PEUGEOT 307 1.6HDi 
diesel, 60k 


56 NISSAN Micra Initia 


57 VOLVO S40 1.8S 


04 MITSUBISHI L200 Animal 


735555 www.abcarsalesltd.co.uk 


SAT NAV 

CF63 2NW 
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Saints break hoodoo with close win 


AFTER four visits to 
Maerdy in the last two 
years Saints had always 
made the long journey 
back from the Rhondda 
empty handed. 

The Saints manager opted for 
a change of formation to try and 
combat the Maerdy home advan¬ 
tage and went with five across 
the back with Jordan Mortimore 
operating in a type of sweeper 
role and the change paid divi¬ 
dends as Saints’ defence was 
magnificient. 

Saints started brightly and won 
a corner 20 minutes in. Leigh 
Lewis swept in the comer that 
seemed to elude everybody, 
except Dean Cleave who endeav¬ 
oured to keep the loose ball in. 
Controlling the ball and brilliant¬ 
ly beating two players on the by 
line, Cleave squared the ball to 
Phil Morgan who side footed 
home from a couple yards out. 

Maerdy were quick to respond 
however, with some enviable one 
touch football that created an 
opening in the Saints’ box and 
they in turn blasted in the 
equaliser. 

Continuing into the second 
half, passion was again on dis¬ 
play. Unfortunately Leigh Lewis’ 
determination to win the ball 
back for the team high up the 
pitch led to an unfortunate dis¬ 
missal. 

Lewis was sent clear and saw 
his two efforts well saved but 
then took out his frustrations with 
a mistimed tackle as he tried to 
retrieve the ball, and after an ear¬ 
lier yellow for dissent, the ref had 
no choice but to book Lewis 
again and that meant a red card. 

However, despite being a man 
down and having the odds 
stacked against them. Saints’ set¬ 
back seemed to galvanise them. 


BRIDGEND & DISTRICT 

SUNDAY LEAGUE 
PREMIER PLAY-OFFS 


MAERDY FC 
SAINTS FC 3 


Around the hour mark. Saints 
full back, James Austin, sent the 
ball long down the right wing to 
teammate Reece Lewis. Lewis 
advanced into the near side of the 
Maerdy box and aimed a power¬ 
ful cross toward Morgan. 

Although, the cross did not 
reach the intended target, it was 
blocked by a Maerdy defender’s 
hand according to the referee. 
Penalty! Designated penalty 
taker, Jordan Mortimore stepped 
up, and slotted the ball past the 
keeper to give Saints a well 
deserved lead. 

As the minutes slowly passed. 
Saints couldn’t resist but to resort 
to their usual ways of attacking 
play and managed to muster their 
own collection of chances. 

On the 75th minute, Morgan 
collected the ball out wide and 
drove forward down the near 
side. 

Morgan squared to Cleave who 
had gained great ground to join 
the attack on the far side. Saints’ 
box to box midfielder then won¬ 
derfully curled the ball into the 
top right comer to put Saints two 
goals to the good. 

With the game slipping away 
from Maerdy’s grasp, they threw 
everyone forward for the last 
quarter. Unfortunately this effort 
of throwing bodies in front of 
shots was questionably punished 
by the referee as he looked to 
even up the penalty given for 
Saints earlier on. 

Three men closed down a shot 
from just outside the box and the 
ref mled that a hand was used 
illegally. The resulting penalty 


was nearly saved by the impres¬ 
sive and newly starting keeper 
Craig Jougings (in place of hon¬ 
eymooning regular Gareth 
Richards) who got a hand to the 
ball - but the ball squeezed into 
the net. 

It looked as if the Saints would 
finally come away from this pitch 
with a victory after many failed 
attempts when with 30 seconds 
on the clock another obstacle 
announced itself. 

The referee again adjudged 
that the ball had hit a Saints’ 
hand in the penalty area. An aim¬ 
less Maerdy cross bmshed the 
hand of centre-back Gavin 
Morgans, with his arms clearly at 
his side. 

Saints’ keeper, Jougings stood 
tall and the Maerdy spot kick 
taker blazed it over the bar, send¬ 
ing the Saints’ players and staff 
into early celebrations. 

Saints were delighted to finally 
come away with the points from 
Maerdy and throughly deserved 
them after a fantastic team per¬ 
formance with every man playing 
their part brilliantly. 

Special mentions this week for 
an incredable defensive perform¬ 
ance from the team to a man, wth 
Mortimore marshalling brilliant¬ 
ly. Man of the match though, 
after an assist, a fine goal and 
dominating - as usual - in the air 
was Dean Cleave. 

Many thanks to Lafarge 
Cement (Aberthaw Works), The 
Kinsale Stone Company (Wales) 
Ltd for sponsorship of the team 
and to Roy and Cyndy at the 
Four Bells, St Athan for their 
continued support of the team in 
this new season and to The GEM. 

RC 


MOTORING WITH TIM SAUNDERS 


Ccc’d 
cuts costs 


W E live in a 
world 
where the 
cost of living con¬ 
tinues to soar and 
there are reports 
that rising num¬ 
bers of motorists 
live in fuel poverty, 
where they pay 
more for their 
petrol each month 
than their actual 
mortgage or rent. 

Sadly, we’re never 
going to be in a posi¬ 
tion where we can sim¬ 
ply stop buying fuel, 
forcing petrol stations 
to drop their prices, so 
the next best thing is to 
be wise about the cars 
we drive. 

This has even made 
police forces think 
twice - I have seen my 
first Ford Focus turbo 
diesel unmarked police 
car stopping a speeding 
motorist - who can 
afford to speed any¬ 
more? Think of the 
wasted fuel, not just 
the fine. 

This is where the 
Kia Cee’d 1.6-litre 
diesel CRDi ‘2’ hatch¬ 
back comes into its 
own. It costs under 
£16,000 brand new, has 
a seven-year warranty 


and returns well over 
50mpg. In comparison, 
a VW Golf costs up to 
£32,000. 

Comfy seats make 
the Cee’d a good long¬ 
distance companion. Its 
curvy dashboard is 
visually pleasing and 
easy to navigate 
although the silver edg¬ 
ing round the central 
air vents reflects on the 
windscreen. 

The model tested 
comes with air-condi¬ 
tioning and electric 
front windows. A very 
well-sized boot makes 
light work of my 
daughter’s awkward 
pushchair. 

From inside, the 
diesel engine can be 
heard on start-up but 
this grows quieter 
throughout a journey. 
An awkward judder 
occurs if a high gear is 
selected at low speeds 
but this just serves to 
remind the driver to 
choose the right gear. 
That six-speed gearbox 
can be notchy, particu¬ 
larly between fifth and 
fourth. 

Externally, the rather 
mundane design is one 
which merges into the 
background, but this is 
a mid-size hatchback - 
if you want something 



The Kia Cee d Hatchback. 


radical go for a coupe 
or an off-roader. 

Parkers, the car 
experts, say: “It’s spa¬ 
cious inside and the 
interior is modern and 
well-finished. Driver 
appeal isn’t its strong 
point but it is safe and 
comfortable with a 
good range of engines 
including two excellent 
diesels.” 

Overall it’s a good 
all round family and 
commuting vehicle that 
doesn’t set the world 
alight but does return 
very pleasing mpg 
readings. Economy is 


what it’s all about these 
days. 

As Kia plans to 
introduce an all-new 
Cee’d later this year 
there are sure to be 
attractive deals avail¬ 
able on the current 
model. 

Kia Cee’d 
Hatchback: 

New price range: 
£12,995 - £19,195. 
1.6-litre diesel, 
0-60mph: ll.lsecs, 
Top speed: llTmph, 
Combined economy: 
62.8mpg. 


COWBRIDGF CAR BUYER 

Will Rvy Aay Car, 

M. - ^ fr. 

> F-\. “f lllliX p '* l‘. 
I«>fi prti• ••alii - b 

MYLES BROWNING 
07769008517 



Barry Tyre & Autocentre Ltd 


The new Service Centre is available to customers old and new. 
A family owned business serving Barry for nearly 40 years. 

For good quality that costs you less! 



Tyres, Exhausts 


Motorcycle tyres 
fitted & balanced 
Car servicing 



Ommtesmtn 

■53 




Car Servicing & Repairs 

Motorcycle Tyres 

Also diagnostics using 

Fitted and Balanced 

the latest technology. 

Servicing for Motorcycles. 

MoT’s - 4 wheel alignment. 




Car servicing from oniy £49.95 

Fully qualified mechanics. 
Brakes, exhausts, 
batteries. 




SrvOHDMMM 

Ta 


rovo 


We only sell new tyres, using the best tyre products and brands at the best possible prices. 
Using the latest technology, we can supply, fit and balance all our tyres on site. 

LOWER GUTHRIE pn HOLTON ROAD, ^ Monday^ Friday 

STREET, BARRY CF63 4PS BARRY CF63 4HU 8.30am - 5.00pm 

i Ba i MAAa T/ICQQQ Saturday 

8.30am - 1.00pm 


01446 737447 



01446 745888 

wwwAbarrytyreautocentre.co.uk 

All major credit cards accepted 
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THIS WEEKEND ONLY. 

These amazing 12 Plate Offers include. 


SAVINGS OF UP TO 


TOYOTA 


£4000 


IIOIIEPO$IT&0%nNAIIGE 

tmbliltgiiseliicteilinfwillcrs 


STARRING 

AVGO YARIS AURISIR VERSO AVENSIS PRIUS ARRIS RYBRIO 
VERSO S URBAN CRUISER RAV4 LAND CRUISER 

HURRY THESE AMAZING OFFERS ARE ONLY AVAILABLE UNTIL SUNDAY 25TH MARCN 

Toyota World Bridgend 

Tondu Road, Bridgend, Mid Glamorgan CF314LH 

Tel: 01656 858334 

www.toyotawor1dbndgend.toyota.co.uk 


BREATHTAKING 







year 

TOVOTA 

WMGANTV 
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new broad street motors 

Now on Cardiff Road - Tel 01446 720044 



New Broad Street Motors 

Ty Verlon Industrial Estate, 
i^Cardiff Road, Barry. CF63 2BE 



JUST A SMALL SELECTION OF OUR COMPREHENSIVE RANGE 



COME AND VISIT OUR FULLY 
REFURBISHED 650m^ INDOOR SHOWROOM 

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK! 


ir MOT £25.00 ^ 
FREE Levels check 
& FREE car wash 
with every MoT 





Finance available subject to status, UK residence, over 18 years of age. Written quotations available on request. Guarantees may be required. 

Great cars. Great Service, Great People to deal with! 

Visit our website www.nbsm.co.uk 
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ihawnaHrouwGaBseiwiGeds 




Fully OFT Garage & Trained Tedmlciara 

Complete MamiacUirer Specification Service Ctieck 

Upu 4(|jCl*dSprT^> ’<'.1 .11 ' eVAHlpttFl ^ ifiMtJ J»’> 

«r(lDirttidla«i(pi[kolclni9f lijrslIttniariQtf'iorms avtr 
-3alaitp>t » gf BWt yi/» hti 

Full AirCon Check & Gas Topnip 
AIrCon Antibacterial Service • wmoves Odors 
High Quality OH & Quality Parts 

'‘*iir<ime<JcfP rs^el^ 

MiitihcUTtTS<itcWP<WaitconMr^tiyiiiii(tii|tpl1r,»(iVJ 

Full MmtxA Main Dealer Diagnostic 

a hll fTvar fraiTi tory Itiri n L v> 7 "c 5 ): eqmin g t ilk n fW 
^eri^CB U fmrR£[jCfatongiTwat<iaqi0^iw>b^rt »r <fSinKgtic 

Free Courten Cv or Drop Off & Collection 

I .tiA Acnjdn modrfi ^' 

Full Mini Valet • Including Full Wax Treatment 

Laser Wheel Angnment & Tracking 

Free Fluid Checks including Topups for 12 months 

Aher we nrm Mur vetide yoj car pv It oMmto 9et a ^li clfcl M 

fcee^b^tup Khain oiK kjwtwiisIi. 


Potsche& 

Jaguar spedafist in South Whies with OFT Approval! 

Our ru^yoMfomer main (lealer staH&tediniciamvtrairiedtoOiehigheastanclartfchavey^ 

Irm 40 year old iaouarv ctAlJno edge Pors^ BMW rnodelLWimifn tales! Diagnostic ecMp^ 

^ihai even the dealer can ckv we can solve any problem with big sayings (or 


Pul sirnply we haMe the largest selecli^ 

M Whether you ha^ an engine or abs 
hartfi gearbeue changes we can do nwre just dl 


equipttWfH M South Wales providbiQoouerage lor almost Make and 
0 f\aresufleri «9 battery dratrvhaued^prdienis^ key and inimoblllserlssu^ 

; we can fix a In-house. 


Pernvveo uehKle sevviang Is the rrv36t comprefirave you'll find, vve prowle etccepdonal uake kr mon^ 
like Laser WheH Alignm^ AirCon Check wvlli Top ua Battery & Charging Test and Main Dealer Diagnostk. 

We even rckjde 12 months m fkid checks and top-ups Mlowing ai serveing So shouk) you be going on a long journey just pop 
yor car in and one of oir technicians vwl check and top UP the fHikl fiee. 

Being a fanvly rin txjsiness we pid uadfbonal values at the cm of everything we do^ putting you the custiomer first, we want y^ 
to return as a customer year affij^ year. Rest assued that with Permoveo yojr car h in safe, knowledgeabh & tru^^ 

Al our work 6 guaranteed and will iKd affect your manufaaurm or used car vwrranty. 

Our customers indude local and national main dealers including Ferrari, ForA Citro(n» Merordes and South Wales largest Used 
Car Supermarkets! They come to m because we reaay are South Wales leading Diagnostic centre. 

WE ARETHEAFFDROABl£DEAL£R ALTERNATIVE! 


DiAGNOSTICCOOESCANSCENGIND JUST 


^ Servicing 
^ Dealer Diagnostics 
ECU Repairs 
MOTTesting 
%/ DPF Probtems 
v/ Brakes&ABS 
^ Transmission Servicing 
^ Air-Con Repab 
^ Engine & Mechanical 
^ Keys & Key Repairs 
^ Warranty Claims 
^ Tyres &Tyre Repairs 
^ Laser Wheel Al ignment 
v/ PeHbrmanceTuning 
^ Injector Servicing 
V Fbmier Dealer Staff 

^ Free Courtesy Car or 
Collection & Drop on 


PERF0RI^UWCE&E(X)N0MYTUN1NG FR0M£95 


OFTIMoblin 


B 


III 


EURO SPECIAUSTS 




SWoodham Road 
Baity Docks CF634JE 

033 7807 www 4 )emioveo.ltduk 
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53 FORD Fusion 
1.6 

Manual, red, 53,935 miles 

£3,295 


04 MERCEDES C200 
Avantgorde Auto 

in black with leather, 67,000 miles, 1 owner 

£5,995 


52 JEEP Cherokee 
3.7 LTD Auto 

in bronze with black leather, go anywhere at 

£3,995 


56 MINI Cooper 
Checkmate 

Metallic Blue, 50,000 miles, A/C, leather 

£7,495 



07 56 VAUXHALL Zafira 
1.9 CDTi 120 Club 

In Black, 92,000 miles, diesel, 7 seater 

£4,995 



57 FORD Focus 1.6 
Zetec 5-Dr 

Ink Blue Met, 57,000 Miles, with A/C etc. 

£5,495 



03 PORSCHE Cayenne 
4.5 S Automatic 

Silver/Black Leather, 42,000 Miles 

£14,995 



06 JAGUAR XK 
(New model) 

Black with cream leather, 49,000 miles 

£19,995 


SPORT, PRESTIGE & 4x4 


06 JAGUAR XK (New model) in black with cream 

leather, 49,000 miles, high spec sports coupe £19,995 
08 HONDA S2000 In met. grey with black leather with 

red stitching, 6,000 miles, only .£14,995 

03 PORSCHE Cayenne 4.5S Auto. Silver/black 

leather, 42,000 miles, sat nav, 22” alloys . . .£14,995 
59 BMW 116i SE 5-Dr. In white, 12,000 miles, 

1 owner.£12,495 

59 HONDA Civic 2.2 Diesel ESi CTDi in silver, 40,000 
miles, 1 owner with pan-roof.£10,895 

56 MINI Cooper ‘S’ Checkmate. Met blue, 50,000 

miles, a/c, leather.£7,495 

57 PEUGEOT 207 1.6 Sport Convertible. In met 

turquoise, 36,000 miles.£6,995 

54 AUDI A4 3.0 Sport Convertible Auto. In met blue 

with full beige leather, 85,000 miles .£6,995 

03 BMW 325 2.5Ci M-Sport Convertible Auto. Silver, 

79,270 miles.£6,495 

08 VAUXHALL Corsa 1.6 SRi 3-Dr. In black, 55,000 

miles with air con .£6,295 

08 08 MITSUBISHI Colt 1.5 CZT. 3-dr, pearl black, 

1 owner, 42,295 miles.£5,995 

04 MERCEDES C200 Kompressor Avantgarde Auto 
in black with leather, 67,000 miles, 1 owner .£5,995 
04 NISSAN X-Traic 2.2 DCi SR 6-Spd. In bright met 

blue, 75,000 miles, diesel 4x4.£5,995 

02 AUDI TT (180) in red with black leather, 87,000 

miles, superb example .£5,995 

04 TOYOTA Rav 4 XT4 5-dr in met blue with leather, 
sat-nav, 94,000 miles, 4x4 at .£5,495 

53 MINI Cooper ‘S’ In met. grey, with chilli pack, 

and host of extras, 78,000 miles.£5,495 

05 VAUXHALL Tigra 1.3 CDTi Sport, in ice blue, 

65,000 mile diesel convertible.£4,995 

98 MERCEDES V280 Ambiente Auto 6-Seater turquoise 
blue, full leather, 78,000 miles with extras . . . .£4,995 
01 MERCEDES ML 430 Auto in silver with black 
leather, 68,000 miles, LPG gas conversion . .£4,995 
56 RENAULT Meqane 1.6 Dynamique Convertible. 

In met bright blue, 66,000 miles .£4,795 

04 LAND ROVER Freelander 1.8 XEi 5-Dr. In silver, 

63,000 miles, 4x4 at.£4,695 

05 PEUGEOT 206CC 1.6 Allure in black with cream 
leather, 43,000 miles, 1 owner .£3,995 

54 MAZDA RX8 (192) 4-dr Black, 69,000 mile sports 

coupe.£3,995 

03 BMW 318 ES. Met. grey, 85,000 miles, alloys, air 
con, FSH .£3,995 

52 JEEP Cheroke 3.7 LTD Auto. In bronze with black 

leather, go any where at.£3,995 

05 LAND ROVER Freelander 1.8 XEi 3-Dr. In black, 

sunroof, A/C, alloys.£3,495 

02 JAGUAR S-Type 3.0 SE Auto. In champagne with 

cream leather, 72,000 miles .£3,495 

03 MERCEDES A140 Classic. In met blue, 64,000 
miles, fantastic value.£2,995 

53 MGZT 2.5 Auto. In Bright met. blue with two-tone 
half leather trim, 82,000 miles, sports saloon £2,495 

01 HONDA Stream SE Sport 7-Seater. In light met 
green, 85,000 mile estate at.£2,495 


SMALL, ECONOMICAL & FAMILY CARS 


09 VAUXHALL Corsa Club 5-dr Automatic in silver, 

46,000 miles, a/c, etc .£6,495 

08 VAUXHALL Corsa 1.3 CDTi Breeze 3-Dr. In silver, 

27,000 miles, 1 owner.£5,995 

08 VAUXHALL Astra 1.8 Design 5-Dr. In silver, 

48,000 miles, ideal family carat.£5,995 

57 RENAULT Grand Scenic 1.5 DCi Dynamic. In met 

grey, 49,000 mile diesel, 7 seater.£5,995 

07 VAUXHALL Corsa 1.2 Design 3-Dr. In Tonic silver, 
47,000 miles, 1 owner.£5,495 

56 FORD Focus 1.6 Sport 5-dr. In silver, 

51,000 miles, 2 owners.£5,495 

57 SMART Four Two Auto Passion. In black over sil¬ 
ver, 27,000 miles, £30 road tax.£4,995 

07 56 VAUXHALL Zafira 1.9 CDTi 120 Club. In black, 

92,000 mile diesel, 7 seater .£4,995 

06 SUZUKI Swift 1.5 GLX 5-Dr. In bright met blue, 

54,000 miles, 2 owners.£4,995 

07 CITROEN C4 1.6 HDi VTR Coupe. In light met 

blue, 55,000 miles, diesel at.£4,995 

07 VAUXHALL Corsa 1.4 SXi 3-Dr. In silver, 80,000 

miles, full body kit, superb at.£4,995 

04 VW Golf 2.0S Diesel 3-Dr. In Platinum Silver, 

38,000 miles, fantastic economy.£4,995 

06 SKODA Fabia 1.4 Elegance 5-Dr. In tonic grey, 

33,000 milse, 1 owner.£4,795 

07 RENAULT Clio 1.4 Dynamique (new shape) 3-dr 

in black, 75,000 miles, 2 owners.£4,495 

07 PEUGEOT 107 Urban Life 5-Dr. In bright yellow, 

25,000 miles, £20 road tax.£4,495 

07 56 VAUXHALL Astra 1.8 VVT Life. 5-dr, tonic blue, 

automatic, 56,017 miles .£4,495 

56 PEUGEOT 307 1.6S 5-Dr Auto. In black, 56,000 

miles, alloys etc.£4,495 

06 RENAULT Clio 1.4 Privilege 5-Dr. In red, 44,000 

miles, high specification .£4,495 

07 CITROEN Cl Rhythm 5-Dr. In red, £20 road tax 

and low insurance.£4,295 

08 SKODA Octavia 1.9TDi 5-Dr Auto. In tonic silver, 

73,000 miles, diesel economy at .£3,995 

07 FORD Ka Zetec Climate in met grey, 31,000 miles 

local car at .£3,995 

05 SKODA Fabia 1.2 5-dr in silver, 60,000 miles £3,495 
53 FORD Fusion 3 In red, 54,000 miles, 2 owners, 

A/C, alloys etc.£3,295 

07 CHEVROLET Lacetti 1.6SX 5-Dr. In silver, 43,000 

miles, FSH .£3,295 

06 MITSUBISHI Lancer 1.6 Elegance. Met blue with 

leather, 43,000 miles.£2,995 

56 CHEVROLET Lacetti 1.4SE 5-dr in black, 32,000 

miles. Fantastic value.£2,995 

04 PEUGEOT 206 1.4S/SW. In met red, 58,899 miles, 

privacy glass, economical car.£2,995 

04 RENAULT Megane 1.6 Expression 5-Dr Auto. In 

met red, 57,000 miles.£2,995 

03 SMART City Pulse Auto in black, low running 

costs + £30 road tax.£2,995 

51 SMART Passion 600 Auto (Left Hand Drive). 

In red/silver, 52,000 miles.£2,495 



07 CITROEN Cl Rhythm 
5-Dr. 

In Red, £20 road tax and low insurance. 

£4,295 



57 PEUGEOT 207 1.6 
Sport Convertible 

In Met Turquoise, 36,000 Miles. 

£6,995 



05 VAUXHALL Tigra 
1.3 CDTi Sport 

Ice Blue, 65,000 Miles, Diesel Convertible 

£4,995 



06 SUZUKI Swift 1.5 GLX 


5-dr, in bright met blue, 54,000 miles, 
2 owners 


£4,995 


Ran 

WARRANTIES 

All cars su 

Just a small sel 

pplied with new MoT and 6 months RAC warranty. 

fection of our comprehensive range in stock. Visit our website for full details. 

Rac 

WARRANTIES 


Broad Street, Barry (Next to Barry train Station) 01446 722600 

FItSlANCE PACKAGES TO SUIT All • 0% DEPOSIT FINANCE AVAIIABIS • AU. CARS HPi ClEAR • PART EXCHANGE 
WELCOME • OPEN 7 DAYS CARS BOUGHT FOR CASH • ALL MAIOR CREDIT CARDS TAKEN 




MULTI-PHOTOS AND FULL DESCRIPTION ON WEBSITE 
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THIRD GRAND SLAM,BUT SOMEHOW THERE IS THE 
FEELING THAT WE AINT SEEN NOTHING YET..! 

Boys are growing into 
men in front of our eyes 


BACK PAGE 

COMMENT 

by Don John 


A s Grand 
Slam 
euphoria 
finally subsides, 
and the nation’s 
collective pulse 
rate returns to 
normal, the Welsh 
players who per¬ 
formed so hero¬ 
ically in defeating 
France 16-9 at 
Cardiff’s 
Millennium 
Stadium, can only 
now begin to come 
to terms with the 
true scale of their 
achievement. 

They had gone into 
the crunch Six 
Nations championship 
decider on Saturday, 
with a huge weight of 
pressure and expecta¬ 
tion on their young 
shoulders, with only 
France barring the 
way to a third cham¬ 
pionship title in eight 
years. 

Head coach Warren 
Gatland, who had 
earlier said that his 
team were rimming 
with ruthless intent”, 
had now demanded 
that they “do the 
Welsh nation proud”; 
however, they knew 
that recent history 
was against them - 
for France had won 
10 out of their 12 pre¬ 
vious encounters, five 
of them at the 


Millennium Stadium 
itself, including the 
27-17 Rughy World 
Cup warm-up reverse 
in 2007. 

Then there was the 
shattering 8-9 loss to 
Les Bleus in the RWC 
semi-final at Eden 
Park, New Zealand 
last autumn, with 
some questioning the 
long-term psychologi¬ 
cal effect that defiat- 
ing experience might 
have had on young 
players who had elec¬ 
trified the tournament 
and had come almost 
within touching dis¬ 
tance of rughy’s holy 
grail. 

Such questions were 
emphatically 
answered on 
Saturday, for these 
are hoys growing into 
men in front of our 
eyes. Moreover, there 
were other more posi¬ 
tive pointers to he 
gleaned from the his¬ 
tory hooks. 

Just as this column 
has previously pointed 
out in the case of 
Wales V England, it is 
a remarkable statistic 
that despite the 
Dragon’s two decades 
in the wilderness, 
Wales and France 
went into their 91st 
encounter on 
Saturday, with very 
little to choose 
between them. 

Each had notched 
44 wins overall, with 


Family fun... 

Bridgend 

GOLF 

Complex 

>• Nine-Hole GoK Course 
Pay & Play 

^ AII-weaHier flood light 
driving range 
> All equipment 
available for hire 
>■ Professional l^ition H 





r Fhitess and Leisure 
IheHeriHhy OpHon! 


EXCELLENT VALUE 


Weekdays: 9 holes £6.00, 
18 holes £9.00 

Weekends and bonk holidays: 
Prices retained 

Tel: 01656 647926 

We're easy to find - off A48, 
opposite Bridgend Ford 



CHAMPIONS! 


(Pictures by Huw Evans Agency) 


three matches drawn 
since the opening 
match in Cardiff on 
March 2,1908 (which 
Wales won 36-4 en 
route to a first ever 
Grand Slam), and 
were almost level peg¬ 
ging in total points 
scored - France 1,316, 
to Wales’ 1,313. 

Mind you, it’s 
extremely doubtful 
that this new wave of 
young warriors will 
pay much heed to 
cold statistics, least of 
all register the fact 
that Wales have now 
inched ahead of 
France - as they 
savour a momentous 
third Grand Slam in 
eight years and start 
to create a glittering 
history of their own. 

For make no mis¬ 
take, this puts them 
on course to be placed 
on a par with, or one 
day possibly even sur¬ 
pass, the legendary 
exploits of Wales’ 

First and Second 
‘golden eras’ - espe¬ 
cially given that some 
of the current crop 
are barely out of 
school and have many 
more playing years 
ahead of them in 
which to make their 
mark on the world 
stage. 

Certainly, the matu¬ 
rity they displayed in 
overcoming the tough 
physical challenge of 
a durable if nonde¬ 
script French team, 
which offered stern 


defence but little 
Gallic fiair, belied 
their youthful mien. 

Just as they had 
done against Italy, 
Wales came out of the 
blocks in a rush to 
dominate early pos¬ 
session and territory; 
yet in a rare foray 
into Welsh territory, 
the visitors were 
awarded a penalty, 
which scrum half 
Dimitri Yachvili 
gratefully accepted. 

Wales were then 
awarded a penalty 
which was taken by 
outside half Rhys 
Priestland, as the 
usual kicker, Leigh 
Halfpenny, was 
receiving treatment 
for an injury, but his 
effort hit the post. 

With the ball being 
lobbed back and forth 
in a passable imita¬ 
tion of Wimbledon, 
right wing Alex 
Cuthbert suddenly 
brought the ecstatic 
crowd to its feet with 
a typically powerful 
charge over the line 
for a try converted by 
the now recovered 
Halfpenny. 

The full back then 
landed a penalty - but 
Huffed another 
attempt when, shades 
of Priestland, it was 
his turn to hit the 
post, as the whistle 
sounded for a half 
time lead of 10-3. 

Skipper Sam 
Warburton had taken 
a knock and did not 


appear for the second 
half, being replaced 
by super-substitute 
Ryan Jones, who pro¬ 
ceeded to give another 
totally-committed dis¬ 
play, alongside man- 
of-the-match Dan 
Lydiate and the 
equally consistent 
Toby Faletau. 

While Wales were 
clearly the dominant 
side, the two missed 
penalties and other 
lost opportunities 
made for a nervous, if 
totally absorbing sec¬ 
ond half among the 
faithful, particularly 
when France nar¬ 
rowed the gap to 10-6 
with a penalty. 

However, the ever- 
reliable Halfpenny 
sent over a trademark 
howitzer of a penalty 
from the halfway line 
to restore the seven- 
point margin and the 
crowd breathed again. 

But when a third 
French penalty took 
the score to 13-9, just 
four£oints^ehin^ 


Wales, the stage was 
set for a knuckle¬ 
whitening final eight 
minutes, only relieved 
when Halfpenny 
widened the gap to 
16-9 with his third 
penalty. 

It just left time for a 
failed drop goal 
attempt by Priestland 
before the referee 
blew his whistle for 
full time - and 74,178 
delirious spectators 
(most of them in red) 
exploded with joy and 
relief, ready to start 
the Grand Slam party 
to end all parties. 

When the celebra¬ 
tions finally die down 
and the 2012 Six 
Nations becomes just 
another page in the 
history books, the 
Welsh camp will 
return to the task in 
hand - and somehow 
there is the feeling 
that we ‘ain’t seen 
nothing yet!’ 

However, they also 
know that there is still 
much work to be done 


Dave Dean 

Photography 

07870 222333 

• Sports • Corporate 

• Special Events 

• Architecture 

• Parties/Hospitality 

• Portraits 

/ can also do a 

‘grand’ wedding at a sensible rate! 

sales@davedeanphotography.com davedeanphotography.com 



• Pets and Animals 

• Portfolios, Flyers, 

• Marketing etc. 


before this still evolv¬ 
ing squad can be 
said to have reached 
their full potential - 
and then truly take 
their place alongside 
the illustrious names 
of the golden ’70s. 

The acid test will 
come over the next 
few months when they 
take on the southern 
hemisphere giants, 
including the reigning 
world champions. 
Tribute to Merve 
It was sad yet uplift¬ 
ing to see the stadium 


crowd of all ages rise to 
pay a silent tribute to 
the late Mervyn Davies, 
rightly lauded by his 
’70s team mates, 
including Gerald 
Davies, JPR Williams, 
and former Wales and 
British Lions ’ skipper, 
John Dawes, as one of 
the greatest No 8s in 
the history of the game. 

The teams ’ black 
armbands symbolised 
‘Merve the Swerve’s’ 
global stature and his 
assured place in the 
pantheon of Welsh 
rugby’s immortals. 


VAN HIRE FROM 
£38 PER DAY! 

• Bippers 


• TranfAs 

• VW Transpofiers * 

• Sprtrners 

« JuiHboVam 


• U4onRemcvBl 

•an 

• Vam 

• T^ipor ifucks ^ 


« Cre^ cab (topaklea 

* 
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§ 

(01656) 


1660160 

Full (Malls available on our webeHe. 

www.wickvanhire.co.uk 








































